	STATE OF CALIFORNIA – HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY
	EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor

	
	

	EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

10901 GOLD CENTER DR., SUITE 400

RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 95670 
(916) 322-4336
FAX (916) 324-2875
	[image: image1.png]





Commission on EMS

December 3, 2014


DATE:

December 3, 2014
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP




Director

PREPARED BY:
Lisa Witchey, Manager




Personnel Standards Unit
SUBJECT:              Chapter 1.5 Regulations: First Aid Standards for Public Safety Personnel
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve Proposed Changes to Chapter 1.5 Regulations: First Aid and CPR Standards and Training for Public Safety Personnel.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Providers of Public Safety First Aid training courses may experience increased costs associated with the addition of certain course content items.

DISCUSSION:
The Emergency Medical Services Authority (Authority) has proposed revisions to the Chapter 1.5 regulations to address areas of the regulations that are outdated and in response to emerging health and safety issues including anaphylaxis, drug overdose and response to active shooter type events.  The proposed regulations clarify which skills public safety personnel are authorized to perform following training and demonstrated competency, and add optional skills that may be approved by the local EMS agency Medical Director.  Having completed an initial 45-day comment period and three subsequent 15-day comment periods, the Authority sought and obtained approval of the proposed Chapter 1.5 regulations from the Commission on EMS (Commission) during the September 17, 2014 meeting.  
Following approval by the Commission, the Authority informally consulted with the Office of Administrative Law and determined that a fourth public comment period would be required to address an area of inconsistency between timeframes required for retraining and validation of course completion.  
A 4th 15-day comment period was made available from October 6, 2014 through October 20th, 2014 and included the following changes from the regulation text offered during the 3rd 15-day comment period (September 2, 2014 through September 16, 2014):
• Consistency between Section 100022 and Section 100029 that a minimum of 8 hours of retraining is required every two years for all public safety personnel;

• Amendment to Section 100019 to remove the Authority as a party that may authorize use of the optional skill “administration of atropine and pralidoxime chloride”;

• Amendment to Section 100020 eliminating a reference to the EMT scope of practice for consistency with the Chapter.
Key Concerns:

Based upon comments received during the comment periods, key areas of concern with the proposed regulations include:

· The requirement for LEMSA approval of courses that are based on training standards of the American Red Cross, American Heart Association or equivalent will create a new workload for the LEMSA.

· Concern that Tactical First Aid training will require additional course time and may be better provided as a separate course.

· Concern that the required hours of training should be increased to accommodate added course curriculum.

Estimated Regulation and Rulemaking Timeline
· December 15, 2014
 Submit to OAL for review and approval 
· February 1, 2014 
 Regulations approved, filed with Secretary of State

· April 1, 2015

 Regulations are effective
· April 1, 2017

 All approved Chapter 1.5 courses shall comply with the                          approved regulations
The following documents are attached:

· Proposed Chapter 1.5 regulations: revised October 3, 2014.
· Proposed Chapter 1.5 regulations: final text without mark-up.
· 4th 15-day comment table with responses.
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