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EMS for Children
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on Emergency Medical Services for Children Program (EMSC).

FISCAL IMPACT:
None

DISCUSSION

EMSC Technical Advisory Committee (EMSC-TAC):
· The EMS TAC has elected Dr. Marianne Gausche-Hill, MD as the new Chair, and Dr. Jim Harley, MD as the Vice Chair of the committee.

· The EMSC TAC is developing a Prehospital Pediatric Protocol guidance document based on the Federal Emergency Medical Services for Children program.  The EMSC TAC recognizes that many EMS agencies within the state have previously integrated pediatric care within their overall protocols for pre-hospital care. In this document, the EMSC TAC recommends EMS agencies address specific issues in the development of pediatric protocols and has provided model protocols as an example to agencies that wish to update their protocols, or that have not yet initiated protocol development for children.

· The EMSC TAC has created a new position for an Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellow for a term of 2-3 years. The fellow would participate as a full member and would be mentored by the EMSC TAC Chair and Vice Chair.
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California Pediatric Readiness of Emergency Departments Project 

The EMS Authority is partnering with Harbor-UCLA to survey all hospital emergency departments in the state of California for pediatric readiness.  The project team leads are:

Marianne Gausche-Hill, MD, FACEP, FAAP

Professor of Medicine, David Geffen School of Medicine

Director, EMS and Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowships

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Kate Remick, MD

Clinical Instructor in Pediatrics, David Geffen School of Medicine

Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

The survey will be based on national and state guidelines:  

· Administration and Coordination of the ED

· Physicians, Nurses, and Other Health Care Providers

· QI/PI in the ED

· Improving Pediatric Patient Safety 

· Policies, Procedures, and Protocols

· ED Support Services

· Equipment, Supplies, and Medications for the care of pediatric patients in the ED

The Federal EMSC has now joined California in this project with plans to evaluate pediatric readiness of emergency departments across the country with California being the first state.  The survey will be conducted electronically with a web page customized for the project.  The survey will be piloted with 10 hospitals selected throughout the state with an anticipated statewide roll out in July 2011.  Individual hospitals will be given immediate feedback as they take the survey as they are compared to all hospitals completing the survey.  A customized report will also be sent to each hospital upon completion of the project.  Each LEMSA will receive a regionalized report.  
EMSC Regulations
The EMS Authority is currently developing EMS for Children regulations for California.  The development of the regulations began in March 2011 and will be on a two year timeline.  EMS partners have been asked to participate in the process.

EMSC Coordinators
The EMS Authority is analyzing the survey completed the beginning of this year for the national performance measures dealing with prehospital equipment and medical control. The EMSC Coordinators will study the results and develop a plan as needed to improve the compliance with each performance measure for EMSC program in State of California. 
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