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  STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

HILTON SACRAMENTO ARDEN WEST HOTEL
2200 HARVARD STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA  95821
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23, 2010
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Bruce Barton, Chuck Baucom, Dev A. GnanaDev, M.D., Eugene Hardin, M.D., 
David Herfindahl, M.D., Colleen Kuhn, Robert Mackersie, M.D., Louis (Lou) K. Meyer, 

Helen Najar, Matthew Powers, Eric Rudnick, M.D., Jane Smith,  Lewis Stone, Dave Teter, 

Chris Van Gorder, FACHE
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:
Ramon W. Johnson, M.D., Sheldon Gilbert
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Reba Anderson, June Iljana, Johnathan Jones, Eric Kapucinski, Steve McGee, 

Tom McGinnis, Robin R Robinson, Lisa Schoenthal, Bonnie Sinz, Dan Smiley, 

Nancy Steiner, R. Steven Tharratt, M.D., Rick Trussell, Sean Trask 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
Dave Duncan, MD, Cal Fire

Jim Wold, Stockton Fire Department

Samantha Verga, LA County, APCC

Kristine Cone, LA County, APCC

Linda Anderson, CPPD

Helen Pierson, Medic Ambulance

Clayton Thomas, Cal Fire MD Office

Ellen Chavez, CPCS

Debbie Becker, CCEMSA

Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

David Austin, American Medical Response

Kevin White, CPF

Mark Hartwig, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Kathy Crow, Crafton Hills College

Tom Lynch, Santa Clara EMS

Dan Word, Crafton Hills College

Kevin O’Loughlin, San Joaquin EMS

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Mike Giannini, Cal Chiefs
Dave Magnino, CHP

Sandy Carnes, Rancho Cucamonga Fire Department
Joe Powell, Rialto Fire

1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Colleen Kuhn called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and announced a quorum was present.  Ms. Kuhn stated she attended Nancy Steiner’s retirement party the previous night and was privileged to have had that opportunity.  She extended her thanks to Nancy for her many years of service as well as her professionalism and hard work and Ms. Steiner was acknowledged via applause.
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MARCH 24, 2010 MINUTES
Commissioner Chuck Baucom pointed out that on page three it was quoted he would have to “sustain” his vote, when in actuality he referenced the word “abstain” or “retract” due to the fact he was not in attendance at the December meeting and did not vote.  Action:  Moved (Herfindahl).  Seconded (Powers).  Motion was carried.  Minutes were approved.
3.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Dr. R. Steven Tharratt stated the budget season was in full swing at the Capitol in Sacramento.  He added the process would be a long one and it could be possible to have this same conversation at the September Commission meeting.  He added at present the final stages of the EMT 2010 were coming along and that all test data has been loaded into the data base with a little over 58,000 EMTs in the database.  He added all local certifying M.D.’s have been trained and over the next three weeks personnel would be available 24/7 to assist with the roll out.  He congratulated his staff for their hard work.
Dr. Tharratt stated one small section of the advanced EMT regulations (100105) was not approved by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) due to a clarity issue.  He anticipated another 15-day public comment period which could be incredibly complex.  He added local emergency medical services agencies (LEMSAs) were continuing to change counties as well as redesignate and that this was a fluid process.  He stated assembling the State into area groupings of counties and then awarding up to one regional agency for each of the groups might be a possibility; more information about this idea would be explored at the December meeting.
Dr. Tharratt confirmed Ms. Steiner’s retirement would leave a huge hole.  He added Sean Trask had accepted the role of Acting Chief of Personnel and extended kudos to his staff for their stellar work in the EMT 2010 project.  He also acknowledged Donna Nicolaus and Donna Westlake as well as Ken Bobinski (Chief of Enforcement) would be leaving the department as well.  
DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)
He added Lisa Schoenthal would be the Acting Chief in the Disaster Division, replacing Jeff Rubin who had recently retired.  Eric Rudnick, MD, stated he believed Jeff had made a difference in how patient care and flow works in the state. 
e
4.
CONSENT CALENDAR
Commissioner Lou Meyer had a question regarding whether or not EMSA had taken a position on any of the legislation in question, to which, June Iljana (Deputy Director Legislation and External Affairs) answered no letters of support or opposition had been submitted.  Action:  Moved (Meyer).  Seconded (GnanaDev).  Motion carried to approve the consent calendar as is.
5.
HAITI EARTHQUAKE RESPONSE PRESENTATION
Dr. Tharratt prefaced the presentation by sharing some background information about Commissioner Chris Van Gorder and Scripps Health in southern California as it related to mobile field hospitals (MFH), of which Mr. Van Gorder and his staff are extremely supportive.  Although MFHs were not deployed, Scripps Health provided exemplary medical relief efforts in Haiti.
Mr. Van Gorder introduced Dr. Eastman,  Chairman of the American College of Surgeons, who accompanied him to Haiti, as well as Patty Scoben, a disaster coordinator who deployed with the team the second time they departed for Haiti.  His Power Point presentation was informative, gripping, touching, poignant and successfully displayed the horrific conditions and dire circumstances of the after math of the massive earthquake which occurred on January 12, 2010, that killed over 230,000 and displaced over a million people making it one of the worst disasters on record.  Mr. Van Gorder stated he was certain a lot more lives would have been saved if the MFH (mobile field hospitals) were deployed.  Unfortunately, due to the lack of an effective exit strategy, the MFH was not able to be utilized.
Dr. Eastman recounted his experience in Haiti would never leave him and the stench of death was overwhelming.  Additionally, primitive methods of amputation (rip saws) had to be used and ketamine anesthesia (one dose lasts 30 minutes) was all that was available no matter how great the injury.  Also, he had no access to a scrub nurse and crushed extremities were the majority of cases he operated on.

Mr. Van Gorder continued the slide presentation and reported that after a procedure the Belgians stated they were going to take their surgical instruments home which prompted Mr. Van Gorder to purchase the instruments on the spot or he (and his team) would have to resort back to archaic resources.  He also stated there was no health leadership in the country since everybody in the Health Ministry was killed during the quake.  
HAITI EARTHQUAKE RESPONSE PRESENTATION   (continued)
Mr. Van Gorder commented that despite the horror that hovered around them, the patients were amazing, not demanding and extraordinarily appreciative.  
Upon conclusion of the presentation, Chairperson Kuhn thanked Mr. Van Gorder.  She continued by stating she would like to move the 201 discussion (Section 6 …201 Workshop) to Section 7B (EMT 2010 Implementation) in order to make the report seamless.
6.  EMS PERSONNEL

EMS Personnel Regulations Update
Sean Trask, Manager of the Personnel Standards Unit, reported on this topic.  Most of the Advanced EMT, disciplinary regulations, the model disciplinary orders and the central registry regulations were approved by the OAL and became effective on June 17; the paramedic regulations went into effect on June 18.  He added the OAL had some problems with the clarity of how the section was worded so an extension (up to November 20) to have the language amended and resubmitted was granted and another 15-day public comment period will take place and will be brought back to the Commission in September.  When Chairperson Kuhn queried about approving the amendments, Mr. Trask stated that order of business would be moved to the next meeting.

EMT 2010 Implementation

Mr. Trask reported the project was progressing and would be in place by the July 1 launch date.  He added the regulations were approved and were in effect with the exception of the central registry, which would occur on July 1.  He stated the new EMT certification cards were available and would be distributed to certifying entities who would have the ability (along with EMSA) to print their own cards.  Mr. Trask continued by saying the data upload from the certifying entities would be received on June 25.  He was confident the July 1 launch date would go well.  Mr. Trask concluded his report by stating beginning August 1, EMSA would be querying (and subsequently invoicing) the central registry for the prior month’s certification activities.
7.
EMS SYSTEMS

Bonnie Sinz, Chief, EMS Systems, began her report by briefing the Commission on staff changes in her department:  Donna Nicolaus (with over 30 years State service) would retire at the end of June.  One of her biggest accomplishments was the 1999 trauma regulation division process.  Ms. Sinz introduced Tom McGinnis, a current EMS Systems employee in her division, who will transition into Ms. Nicolaus’ position.  Ms. Sinz stated that Donna Westlake (another long time EMSA employee) who was the EMS for Children Coordinator for many years would also be retiring at the end of June.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

Regional Agency Status

Ms. Sinz reported on the local regional EMS agencies and referred to the map that was included in the Commission packets.  She mentioned that Trinity County (previously with Nor Cal) voted 

(through their Board of Supervisors) to move to North Coast; however, they reverted back and agreed to stay with Nor Cal.  She mentioned some regional EMS partners are funded through the state general fund, which totals $1.8 million. She continued by stating an appropriate distribution of that funding through grants would be evaluated for July 2011.   Chief Deputy Director Dan Smiley clarified the amount was actually $2.2 million and the majority of it would be for the support of general regional activities with a smaller (not yet determined) amount earmarked for multi-county areas that have high tourist impact.
201 Workshop Report

Ms. Sinz reported the workshop given on May 4th in Sacramento was well attended and received and had 193 attendees.  She added every presentation given that day is available on EMSA’s website (www.emsa.ca.gov).  She stated the key issues that need to be reviewed were:  The need to define the conditions and the processes used to determine whether a city or fire district meets the criteria as listed in the 1797.201 Health and Safety Code, the ability to see in local EMS agency plans the identities of cities and fire districts that are now considered part of 201, and to increase the utilization of a local Emergency Medical Care Committee in order to provide more meaningful involvement for all the EMS system participants at the local EMS agency level.
Commissioner Lou Meyer suggested someone be appointed Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee so that findings can be reported to the Commission at the September meeting.  Chairperson Colleen Kuhn stated the Ad Hoc Committee was formed in December 2009; however, a chairperson was not named at that time, hence, forward motion was not established.  She appointed Commissioner Sheldon Gilbert to take the helm.
Dr. Tharratt made several observations about the workshop:  He was happy with the outcome, that the breadth and depth of various opinions were considered and appreciated by numerous fire chiefs, LEMSA administrators and staff, and once the ideas were presented on paper the consensus was that most people agreed on the issues at hand.  He added the objective of this Ad Hoc Committee would be to investigate ways to leverage existing projects and priorities.  Commissioner Lew Stone asked Chairperson Kuhn for the names of the subcommittee members, to which she answered:  Commissioners Stone, Gilbert, Meyer, Johnson and Barton.
Dr. Tharratt added the subcommittee should feel free to talk and email amongst themselves; however, emailing the rest of the EMS Commission on the deliberative work product would be a violation of the Bagley-Keene Act and is not an option.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

Ray Ramirez, Cal Chiefs South, took the podium and stated a clear definition of 201 providers as well as the types and levels of services they provide should be the issue at hand and should be included in the regulation format.  He added the EMSA 141 document would be the track where these two issues would merge.  Commissioner Kuhn thanked Bonnie and her staff for working so diligently on the workshop and delivering excellent results.

CEMSIS Update
Ms. Sinz stated 48 trauma centers had submitted data (70% of trauma centers are participating in CEMSIS) and out of 31 local EMS agencies 22 have designated trauma centers.  This information is reflective of data through December 2009.  She continued by saying 430 pediatric trauma patients in the CEMSIS system, under the age of 15 (93%) were air lifted to a trauma center.  There was brief discussion between Ms. Sinz and Commissioner Meyer regarding the number of agencies reporting data.  It is Ms. Sinz’ hope that by the end of June or July 2011, 18 out of the 22 agencies will participate in CEMSIS trauma.  She added that participation in CEMSIS is voluntary.
There was brief discussion about Merced County’s data not appearing due to their centers being based in Modesto.  The same could be said for the Riverside County LEMSA since there is a cross over of trauma patients.  The conclusion was that data from EMS agencies should only come from those agencies that are actually designating the centers.  There was brief discussion between Ms. Sinz and Commissioner GnanaDev regarding reporting statistics such as morbidity, mortality and disease.  Commissioner GnanaDev added that The College of Surgeons receives data from trauma centers that are already certified.  Commissioner Barton applauded Ms. Sinz’ efforts.  
Ms. Sinz stated seven LEMSAs attempted to submit EMS data but it was kicked back because of technical difficulties.  She added the NEMSIS Technical Advisory Center is reviewing and revising the issues (free of charge) and she is hopeful that results will be available within the next couple of weeks.  She concluded by stating 31 (out of the 23) LEMSAs will be participating in CEMSIS EMS. 

Statewide Trauma System Update

Ms. Sinz reported the development of the State Trauma plan was progressing very well.  She added that nine work groups were being developed and key players identified.  The Summit is planned for December 2, 2010 at the Marines’ Memorial Club in San Francisco, CA, which is the day after the EMS Commission meeting.  Ms. Sinz reported there are 70 trauma centers in California.  Details and other data about the centers can be found on EMSA’s website at www.emsa.ca.gov.  She added that EMSA is partnering with Trauma Managers Association of California to provide rural trauma team development to EMSA’s rural partners.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

Commissioner Robert Mackersie, MD, stated the trauma plan was being written by a wide variety of stakeholders within the state and the lineup of pre-hospital, hospital, and LEMSAs was pretty good.  However, the challenge would be to develop some consistency in the verification process.  He thanked Bonnie for all of her good work.  Dr. Tharratt applauded Bonnie and her staff’s work as well. 

8.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
- A report on the 201 from the subcommittee
- A 2010 status report 

- An action item of approval on a set of amendments to the regulations
9.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were none.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner GnanaDev motioned to adjourn.  Seconded by Commissioner Van Gorder.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:46 a.m.
