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  STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

SHERATON GATEWAY HOTEL
6101 WEST CENTURY BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CA  90045
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Sheldon Gilbert, David Herfindahl, M.D., Ramon W. Johnson, M.D., Colleen Kuhn, Bruce Lee, Robert Mackersie, M.D., Louis (Lou) K. Meyer, Helen Najar, Matthew Powers, Lewis Stone, Steve Stranathan, R. Steven Tharratt, M.D., Chris Van Gorder
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

Megan Corry, Eugene Hardin, M.D., Anmol Mahal, M.D.

EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Reba Anderson, Johnathan Jones, Jamie Kelley, Steve McGee, Donna Nicolaus, 

Robin R Robinson, Jeff Rubin, Bonnie Sinz, Dan Smiley, Nancy Steiner, Charles Teddington, Sean Trask, Rick Trussell 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:

John Karns, Beverly Hills Fire

Bob Barry, California Ambulance Association

Joanne Dolan, Long Beach Fire

Alan Patalan, Long Beach Fire

Jan Ogar, San Mateo EMS

Kristine Cone, Associate Pre-hospital Care Coordinator

Michael King, Alameda County EMS
Kevin White, CPF

Susan Hayward, Burbank Fire

Dennis Downs, Pasadena Fire

Cathy Chidester, LA County EMS Agency
Vickie Pinette, SSV EMS

David Austin, AMR

Lucy Adams, LA County EMS Agency

Jake Heflin, Long Beach FD/CSFA

Ray Ramirez, Ontario Fire

Sabina Imrie, CFCA

Leslie Jessop-Watkins, CAA

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Sam Stratton, OCEMS

Leigh Overton, SB County Fire

Scott Jones, CA Paramedic Program Director

Denice Stiles, ICEMA

Jeff Eastman, Culver City Fire

Virginia Hastings, ICEMA
Greg Godfrey, Glendale Fire EMS

Ken Miller, Orange Co EMS/OC Fire

Tom McGinnis, Hall Ambulance/CAA

Sean Stokes, Beverly Hills Fire

Michael Frenn, Solano County EMS

Marcy Metz, San Diego County EMS

Eric Rudnick, NC EMS

Stephanie Rasmussen, Rancho Cucamonga Fire/CFCA

Ellen Chavez, CA Poison Control
Bruce Barton, Riverside County EMS

Michael Antonucci, Upland Fire/Cal Chiefs

Leslie Parham, SB Co Fire Department.

David Magnino, CHP Office of Air Operations

Mark C. Whitworth, Vernon Fire

Anthony Mendoza, Private EMS

Brad Van Ert, DowneyFire/Cal Chiefs EMS

Debbie Meier, Cal Chiefs EMS/San Ramon Valley Fire

Kevin S. Smith, El Segundo Fire Department

Janet O’Leary, ENA
Michael MacKay, RCC Paramedic Academy

Nathan Kramer, RCC Paramedic Academy

Tracy Pansini, Fire Chief, Burbank

Kenneth Robertson, B.C., Burbank

Ryan Kelley, Imperial County EMS

1.
CALL TO ORDER
In Commissioner Megan Corry’s absence, Commissioner Vice Chairperson Tharratt called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 5, 2007 MINUTES
Vice Chairperson Tharratt motioned to approve the December 5, 2007 minutes after a brief discussion regarding the use of the word “Chief” that was used throughout the December 5, 2007 minutes to indicate the title of Bonnie Sinz (and other pertinent EMSA staff).  Interim Director Dan Smiley clarified the concern.  Action:  (Moved) Meyer, seconded (Herfindahl).  Passed unanimously.  Motion passed.  
3.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Interim Director Smiley reported briefly that he did not have any definitive news about the status of the vacancy left by Dr. Cesar Aristeiguieta. He did say that the Health and Human Services Agency as well as the Governor’s office were committed to filling the position.  
He then discussed the budget:  There is a projected $14.5 billion deficit and a $7.5 billion gap.  An extraordinary session was called (by the Governor) and as a result, approximately $7 billion was handled; however, a $7.5 billion gap still remains.  A $1 million reduction (mostly in local assistance) will occur for EMSA and the programs within EMS.  The Poison Control Center will take a big hit.  Interim Director Smiley stated there would be a 10% reduction ($242,000) for the seven regional EMS agencies that cover much of rural California.  He also added that a $36,000 reduction for the Regional Disaster Medical Health Specialists would occur.  He also stated that the EMS Authority would sustain a reduction in their general fund support budget.
Interim Director Smiley also commented on the following:  the EMT working group, AB 2917 (Torrico), the State trauma system summit scheduled for July, the EMS license plate project, the EMSA web redesign (goal: more customer friendly), the development success of the ambulance strike teams, CAL-MATs, mobile field hospitals, California Medical Volunteers, and the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual (CDMOM). 
4.
CONSENT CALENDAR
Commissioner Lew Stone requested that Disciplinary Policy Review be removed from the consent calendar.  Commissioner Vice Chairperson Tharratt clarified and stated that the guidelines were not on the consent calendar, that it was a status of the EMS Authority’s review of the plans.  Action:  (Moved) Johnson, seconded (Meyer).  Motion passed.
5.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Vice Chairperson Tharratt stated that the open nominations should be closed.  He stated that Commissioner Corry “is a shoe-in” to be elected as Chair, Tharratt was nominated as Vice Chair and Commissioners Bruce Lee and Sheldon Gilbert are the Administrative Committee. A motion to elect the slate as nominated was offered by Tharratt.  Action:  (Moved) Najar, seconded (Mackersie).  Motion passed.

6.
REGIONAL AGENCIES FISCAL REPORT
Vickie Pinette (Director of Sierra Sacramento Valley EMS Agency) and Eric Rudnick (Medical Director for Nor Cal EMS and immediate past president of EMDAC) gave a detailed report on the fiscal crisis that the seven regional EMS agencies are experiencing.  The solution offered was writing letters of support for State general fund augmentation as well as oppose the 10% reduction.
REGIONAL AGENCIES FISCAL REPORT (continued)

Commissioner Lee echoed the sentiments of the speakers, stressed that the Commission take a position and strongly weigh in on the matter, and propose to the Governor and pertinent legislative committees that the planned reduction be significantly reduced or eliminated.

Commissioner Herfindahl concurred with the presenter’s findings and stated that if something “drastic” was not done than “lives will be lost.”  He went on to state that asking for a 10% reduction was not enough and that it was time to “ask for more.”  Commissioner Van Gorder agreed that the presentation was excellent and would recommend support from the Commission.  Commissioner Meyer interjected he was in total support of the Commission asking for proper support for the regional EMSA’s and “all EMS infrastructure costs across the county.”  

Commissioner Johnson concurred.  His question:  What is the potential for creating further regionalized LEMSA’s within the State to save costs?  Commissioner Stone suggested that the Commission draft a letter (of concern) to the Assembly and Senate budget committees and the health committees (of both houses) identifying the problems that the regional EMS agencies are experiencing.  Commissioners Lee and Herfindahl concurred.  Commissioner Najar added that the Governor should be copied on the letter.  Commissioner Van Gorder stressed that the entire issue (the continuum of emergency medicine from the field all the way to the emergency rooms) should be addressed.  Commissioner Lee offered that he did not want the letter to be “too watered down” with a global concern about economics and health care.  
Commissioner Powers voiced his concern about the crowding issues emergency rooms are facing.  Commissioner Meyer stated that putting too many requests in the letter might cayse the request to be rejected for being too broad.  He suggested that focusing on the plight of the regional EMSA’s should be the major objective at this time.  Commissioner Tharratt agreed to draft the letter and send it out to the Commissioners electronically.   The motion to draft a letter (to both houses and the Governor) which would emphatically stress the burden a 10% reduction would have on the EMS system was offered by Tharratt.  Action:  (Moved) Tharratt.  (Unanimous)  Motion passed. 
7.
EMS LICENSE PLATE AND RECOGNITION PROGRAM
Jamie Kelley, the EMS License Plate Coordinator (and Chico State intern) gave a presentation of the program.   At the December 5, 2007 Commission meeting, Commissioner Colleen Kuhn suggested that this program become a priority.  Almost two dozen potential designs have been submitted to the EMSA website, which can be voted on (only once) by anyone having access to the site.  (Voting deadline expired on April 15, 2008).  The goals:  to honor and recognize EMT’s and paramedics throughout the State; increase the visibility of EMS; and raise funds (which will be reallocated into the EMS fund) that can be spent at will.  

EMS LICENSE PLATE AND RECOGNITION PROGRAM (continued)
In order for the program to be successful, 7,500 prepaid applications must be collected within one year from the clearance date set by DMV.  In January 2008, a letter of intent to DMV to sponsor and create a specialty plate was submitted.  The Star of Life will undoubtedly be used in the design.  The cost is $50 (initially) for each plate, $40 annually, and $90 for a personalized 
plate.  Fiscal impact:  $275,000 to implement, which would be recoverable if all prepaid applications are received.  Options for expenditures: programs to enhance EMT’s statewide, an AED program to distribute defibrillators to a variety of sources.  
DMV has approved all current designs.  A brochure and application have been created and will be posted on EMSA’s website pending DMV’s approval.   The Prison Authority will create and manufacture the winning design and then the application collection process can begin.

Interim Director Smiley explained to Vice Chairperson Tharratt that EMSA would not be liable for $275,000 if the 7,500 application goal was not reached.  He added that in order to obtain a plate, an applicant must be willing to pre-pay and there was the possibility that the plate would not be received for a year or more. Essentially, the manufacturing process cannot begin until there are 7,500 pre-paid applications.  Additionally, EMSA would be responsible for writing all refund checks if the 7,500 target is not met.
Commissioner Lee suggested that revenues could be used to fund scholarships for EMT’s and paramedics who want to further their education.  Interim Director Smiley added that it would take at least a year to eighteen months after the program was implemented to be able to accurately gauge the amount of revenue that was brought in.  He also suggested revisiting this topic again (at the appropriate time) during a Commission meeting.
8.
EMS SYSTEMS
Statewide Trauma Systems:

Division Chief Bonnie Sinz introduced Johnathan Jones, the new State Trauma Coordinator, who will assist with STEMI and stroke center issues throughout the State.  She continued by stating a trauma summit will occur on July 24 and UCD Medical Center will host and cater the event.  
EMS for Children:
Representatives of the National Resource Center (Washington, DC) attended the January 2008 annual planning meeting.   A national survey was distributed with all states participating. This gives us a chance to view how EMSA is doing with the program throughout the state with regard to these issues:  data on equipment, pediatric specific equipment on response units, and ambulances for the care of the pediatric patient.  Twenty-eight of the 31 LEMSA’s participated.  Incidentally, over 180 EMS provider agencies and over 150 hospitals were surveyed.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

Division Chief Sinz reported on other projects, some of which included:  inter-facility transfer protocols, agreements, preparedness of hospitals for secondary transfer, and the Pediatric Disaster Preparedness document.

The 11th annual EMS for Children Conference will be held in Sacramento at the Doubletree Hotel on October 8, 2008.

Two packets for the Commission’s approval were placed before them:  The first document was the Emergency Department Guidelines for the Care of Pediatric Patients.   Vice Chairperson Tharratt voiced his concern about the documents being approved as opposed to receiving information.  His suggestion was to bring them back to the June meeting.  Interim Director Dan Smiley stated that after speaking to Steve McGee, EMSA’s staff counsel, he determined that the documents were properly publicly notified and therefore, if the Commission chose to do so, action could be taken on the documents in question.  Vice Chairperson Tharratt and Commissioner Powers added that waiting two or three months would not pose a problem.  Commissioner Lee offered that he thought the item should be readdressed when it was probably noticed.  There was additional discussion regarding whether or not there was sufficient time for the public to comment.

Commissioner Herfindahl motioned for approval.  Action:  (Moved) Herfindahl, (seconded), Najar.  Subsequently a hand vote was taken by Vice Chairperson Tharratt.  Nine in favor and three opposed.  Motion passed.

Division Chief Sinz continued with the second document that was up for approval:  Pre-Hospital Pediatric Equipment for BLS, ALS Response Units.  Action:  (Moved) Johnson, (seconded), Powers.  Vice Chairperson Tharratt again asked for a hand vote.  Nine in favor and three opposed.  Motion passed.

Data/Quality Improvement:
The implementation of the California EMS Information System (CEMSIS) which was approved at the December 5, 2007 Commission meeting is progressing. Projects include an inclusion criteria definition as well as a training program.  

Two Quality Improvement Plan Guidelines have been received (from the counties of Riverside and Contra Costa) and are currently under review.  

Air Transport Task Force:
This task force is divided into two groups:  one deals specifically with operational issues of air transport, and the other deals with the medical aspects.  The last meeting was held on April 10, 2008 in Sacramento.  Division Chief Sinz anticipates that an actual document should be 
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

complete within 6 – 8 months, at which time a public comment period would commence.  There was brief discussion regarding SB 1141 (Margett) and how this legislation would impact the progress of this task force.
EMS Systems Standards and Guidelines:
The document has undergone multiple revisions as well as the pre-public comment period and was resubmitted to EMSAAC and all EMS administrators for a (second) 60-day comment period.  Comments will be reported on at the June 25, 2008 EMS Commission Meeting.
9.
EMS PERSONNEL
Division Chief Nancy Steiner requested to rearrange the items listed on the agenda to  present her report in the following order:  Trial studies, paramedic regulation revisions, and the National Registry exam statistics.  Then Unit Manager Sean Trask would report on the Model Disciplinary Orders and the Public Access Defibrillation Program.  Unit Manger Charles Teddington would conclude the section with his report on the Paramedic Enforcement Program.

Trial Studies:

EMSA approved initiation of the trial study out of Coastal Valleys for fibrinolytic therapy in the rural pre-hospital setting.  The trial study was originally requested in 2005 and was approved on April 27, 2006.  Dr. Teufel (Marin County Medical Director) the initial requestor of the study and Dr. Mark Luoto, who is currently overseeing the study have addressed all of the issues raised.  The study will begin in April 2008.
Paramedic Regulation Revisions:
Department of Finance and the Health and Human Services Agency did sign off on the fiscal impact statement portion of the revisions (which were approved by the Commission at the December 5, 2007 Commission Meeting); however, in their signing off the Department of Finance asked for a few revisions.  Once that process is complete the rule-making file will be filed with the Office of Administrative Law, where they have 30 working days to review it.  From there, it goes to the Secretary of State.  It’s anticipated that these revisions will take effect around June or July 2008.
The revisions will extend to two years (from one year) the length of time licensing exam result s are valid.  It will also incorporate the assessment of a fine as a form of discipline when paramedics have been found to be in violation of the Health and Safety Code, section 1798.200(c).  The revisions will also allow the practical exam for paramedic licensure to be taken upon successful completion of the didactic training and skills laboratory portions of the training.
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)

Model Disciplinary Order (MDOs):

Unit Manager Sean Trask reported that the MDOs went out for a 45-day public comment period, and when amendments had to be made, a second 15-day public comment period was necessary.  The intent of the document is to serve as a guideline for the local EMSA agencies when they apply disciplinary action to an EMT I or II certificate.  Some of the LEMSA’s are utilizing the paramedic document, therefore, an EMT I/II document was created.  The difference between the two is the MDO is tailored to the local level, but it also incorporated the investigative review panel as opposed to the administrative hearing (which is used at EMSA).
Mr. Trask discussed the Administrative Procedures Act (APA) and its effect on imposing discipline on EMT I/II since the Firefighter Procedural Bills of Rights became a mandate.  
There was discussion about whether or not to have the task force continue its review and once that task is complete, revisit the document.  Commissioner Gilbert suggested that the discussion be continued at the next meeting (June 25, 2008); however, Commissioner Stone opted for December 2008.  Mr. Trask offered that a short comment period (15 days) would have to take place before moving forward.  Vice Chairperson Tharratt entertained the motion that the item be brought back to the Commission at the June 25, 2008 meeting.  Action: (Moved) Meyer; (seconded) Lee.  Motion carried.
Public Access AED Regulations:
Mr. Trask stated that the big change to the AED regs were to change the title to Lay Rescuer AED Regulations or Lay Rescuer Automated External Defibrillator Regulations. Additionally, the medical director’s role has changed in this regard. Instead of authorizing each individual, he/she will review the CPR and AED training and make certain that it is consistent with standards or guidelines set by the American Heart Association and American Red Cross. Also, the medical director will be involved in the internal emergency response plan.    Mr. Trask continued by stating the other addition to the regulations was to include a ratio that would determine the number of people that need to be trained in CPR and AED use in comparison to the number of AED’s purchased. 
Jan Ogar (former Commissioner) spoke up when asked if anyone from the public wished to comment.  She stated that at some point she was looking forward to having the AED available to the general public. She also thanked Mr. Trask and EMSA for their work on the regulations.  Commissioner Gilbert entertained the motion that the reference should be Public Access Automated Defibrillator Regulations.  Action:  (Moved) Gilbert; (seconded) Meyer.  Motion passed.
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)

Enforcement:
Unit Manager Charles Teddington gave a brief, yet succinct report on the unit.  

Five investigative staff and one analyst are currently on staff.  Recruitment is underway to replace one staff member who recently left the agency.  Between January 1 and February 25, the Investigation Enforcement Unit opened 56 cases; resolved 70.  Four cases constitute the 2006 backlog – with three of those four being resolved.  Currently, there are less than a hundred cases (from the 109 in 2007) that the unit is working on.
Kudos were given to Mr. Teddington (and his unit) from Commissioners Stone and Najar.  Continuing, Mr. Teddington added that there are currently 70 paramedics on probation and 51 paramedics who have received provisional licensing agreements.  He also added that cases that are the most severe in incident or in conduct are the cases that will be investigated as a top priority.  He continued by saying that all cases are being processed and investigated as though each one is currently under AB 220 (Firefighter Procedure Bill of Rights).
There was some discussion about the number of DUI’s that occur after a paramedic is on the job and whether or not exploring the option of a more thorough background check is in order.  

Additionally, Division Chief Nancy Steiner extended kudos to the unit and stated that prior to 1994 there was no requirement that all applicants get a DOJ and FBI background check.
10.
LEGAL
Staff Counsel Steve McGee gave a brief report on the status of several cases.  As of February 25, 2008, there were 25 new accusations (this is what is issued for violations of the Health & Safety Code – 1798.200 – for an existing licensee), and five statements of issues (similar to an accusation, but it is issued for someone who is an initial applicant and does not currently have a license).  Mr. McGee stated that there was no back log in the Legal Department.  There are four cases left from 2006.  There are eight cases currently awaiting action from 2007 and some 2008 cases have already been resolved.
Mr. McGee explained to Commissioner Meyer the instances when a provisional license would be issued based on background as well as what kind of restrictions are placed on a license if there is a DUI.
11.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES

Division Chief Jeffrey Rubin presented two updates and a report on the response to the fires.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES (continued)

California Medical Volunteers:
The project went ‘live” on January 2, 2008 with the capability to register over 40 different medical and health professionals, working with the licensing boards within the Department of 
Consumer Affairs, Department of Public Health and for paramedics, the EMS Authority.  Thirty-five counties have been trained (following the SEMS system – the main point of contact for the Medical Volunteer Program) and there are over 1000 plus registrants in the system.
Mr. Rubin elaborated on the Medical Reserve Corps team and his efforts to integrate them into the California Medical Volunteers.  California is the first state to create a secretary for volunteerism.
There was brief discussion regarding the cabinet level Office of Volunteerism and whether or not there would be any interference with the program Mr. Rubin is working with.  However, he stated that his program was a stand-alone as required under the Hospital Preparedness Program grant program.
California Medical Assistant Team (CAL-MAT):
The assembly and staging of three CAL-MAT equipment and vehicle supply caches is being completed.  Mr. Rubin will be working with a non-profit organization to partner with for the recruitment, hiring and other personnel issues with the focus on program improvements, the development of a multi-year plan, concept of operations, including resources, and the development of the infrastructure, running the CAL-MAT program, which will be incorporated into the California Medical Volunteers.
CAL-MATs will be included in major exercises and ongoing training.  If funding is available, EMSA will be working with the Office of Homeland Security and the Office of Emergency Services to add a field response component to the November 2008 Golden Guardian.
After Action Information on the Southern California Wildfires:
Division Chief Rubin stated that education is the key with regard to alerting locals and other partners about available resources.  He added that working within the SEMS system (as well as local government) to stage these resources nearby so that they are immediately available is necessary.  He also stated that all disasters are local and that under the SEMS system, all the partners are responsible for the event.  “We have to be able to stand by very quickly to assist them but yet not come in so quickly that we overrun their response.”
Other caveats:  working together, developing event trigger response parameters, very detailed operational plans, assessment tools, medical support and shelters, and pharmaceutical services. The Governor is very interested in being ready for the next fire season so there is a 
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES (continued)

strong urgency to move forward with a “more smooth, seamless response.”  Division Chief Rubin also discussed forming partnerships with entities in public health in order to find beds for moving people from one skilled nursing facility (or acute care hospital) to another in an evacuation scenario.  Issues that will be moving forward:  Mission support teams, analyst strike teams, the mission and the concept of operations and equipment, and makeup of the CAL-MAT team. 
Commissioner Gilbert suggested that a written operational plan for SEMS with OES be established.   Division Chief Rubin also discussed the publication of the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual, which details the State Medical Operations System.  There was brief discussion regarding debriefings after the fires.  Division Chief Rubin stated there were 11 county debriefs that were done with EMS and public health departments.  He added that the formal after-action report is in the works.
Commissioner Herfindahl added that a four hour meeting (in Riverside) with the eleven counties (referenced above) took place where issues discussed included:  what worked and did not, as well as identifying the following areas where more work needs to be done, communications, sheltering, and reimbursement for the strike team.  
Commissioner Stone stated that although he was appreciative of the three page report he was expecting a post-incident analysis that showed where the “self-dispatching” took place.  He also added that at the June meeting he would like a report that shows the chronology of the events.  Commissioner Stone stated that he wants to see how much was expended, how much money it cost for the ambulance strike team configuration, how much money was expended for the entire movement of personnel and supplies to Del Mar. and how is the bill going to get paid.
Division Chief Rubin explained that any decisions regarding moving resources is made through the Governor’s office and OES, and he would be glad to provide Commissioner Stone with a tally of monies expended.  Commissioner Johnson stated that he felt the report requested by Commissioner Stone might be more of a comprehensive outcome than what the Authority or the Commission should be responsible for.  He suggested perhaps the task should be realized by OES.
Division Chief Rubin offered that his request for three new positions that would work with local partners to specifically look at how resources were requested was denied by the Senate because of tight budget restraints.  Commissioner Van Gorder stated that San Diego County has produced and issued a very comprehensive multi-agency report that does indeed address some of the issues that have been raised.
12.
FISCAL AND ADMINISTRATION
Division Manager/Budget Officer Rick Trussell gave a report on the 2007/2008 budget:
Total operating budget is approximately $21.7 million; $11 million is dedicated to State’s operations and $10.7 million to local assistance.  At the end of December 2007, $5.3 million (27%) has been expended.  Of that amount $3.8 million (34%) is allocated to State operations, and $1.5 (20%) is attributed to local assistance.  These figures represent a decrease of approximately $1 million from December 2007.  

2008/2009 budget highlights included:

A reduction of $690,000 for Poison Control (was increased to $1 million); $242,000 reduction for the EMS agencies; $36,000 reduction for the Regional Disaster; $35,000 reduction for the State operation costs associated with medical assets.
No new information on EMS Authority grant funding.  EMS staffing levels remain at 57.4 permanent positions (one temporary position was lost); currently there are 67.3 positions.

13.
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Commissioner Gilbert had a question regarding concerns raised over LEMSA’s requesting and requiring written agreements from paramedic providers who are 201 providers under the statute and also as defined in the San Bernardino Supreme Court ruling.  He added that he wanted this item be agendized at the next meeting (June 25, 2008).  
Commissioner Lee added that he wanted the Commission to consider stroke and cardiac care, specifically STEMI programs.  He also stated that he wanted to see the State take a greater role in this endeavor.  There was discussion between Commissioner Lee and Vice Chairperson Tharratt regarding whether the Commission Meeting was the proper forum to discuss this issue or should it be heard by medical directors and administrators.  Interim Director Smiley agreed that the item should be on the next agenda.  

Commissioner Stone interjected that he would prefer to have someone from the Governor’s office speak to the Commission about the types of funding that would be made available.  He also added that singling out one group (i.e., stroke and cardiac patients) was wrong. Commissioner Powers requested (from Interim Director Smiley) that the EMS Authority submit a survey to other EMS agencies regarding priorities:  STEMI care or stroke care?  Interim Directory Smiley expressed his concern about the staff’s ability to carry out such a survey given the limited resources and other priorities.
14.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Jim Hone, Santa Monica Fire Chief and current president of the LA Area Fire Chief’s Association (represents 31 fire departments in LA) requested clarification regarding where to direct specific questions as they relate to written agreements regarding paramedic providers who are 201 providers.  Interim Director Daniel Smiley instructed Mr. Hone to direct any correspondence regarding the issue to him.
Dennis Downs, Pasadena Fire Chief, also stated that he would like to see the Commissioners give consideration to amend the regulation which would exempt 201 providers from requiring the agreements to be consistent with the EMS Act.

Michael Frenn (2008 EMSAAC Conference Planner) stated that at the upcoming EMSAAC conference being held in San Diego (May 27 and 28) some of the issues that Commissioner Stone (and others) raised would be discussed including the Southern California Wildfires, Ontario’s response to the SARS epidemic, and EMT I/II discipline.
Sergeant David Magnino, California Highway Patrol Office of Air Operations, suggested that in order to decrease local LEMSA workloads, the regulations requiring EMT I/II’s to notify the local LEMSA within 72 hours after an arrest, a citation, or if that person is criminally charged is prohibitive and should be changed to making it a mandatory requirement only if it is a misdemeanor citation (instead of a basic infraction).    
15.  
ADJOURNMENT

Vice Chairperson Tharratt adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m.
