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DATE:

June 22, 2011
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Daniel R. Smiley
Acting Director
PREPARED BY:
Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief 

Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

Mobile Field Hospital Program
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
Receive updated information on the status of the Mobile Field Hospital (MFH) Program
FISCAL IMPACT:  
The Governor’s proposed 2011/2012 Budget eliminates $1.7 million in funding that sustains the Mobile Field Hospitals in response ready condition.  This includes vendor management of the supplies and Bio-Medical equipment as well as the rent for the warehouses where the MFHs are strategically stored.  
DISCUSSION:  

With the proposed elimination of funding to sustain the MFH Program, EMSA has focused on developing a one year short term solution that will provide sufficient time to develop a long term plan to maintain these hospitals for California.  EMSA is finalizing a one year plan that will maintain the three MFHs in response ready condition at no cost.  A contingency plan is also identified that will maintain a portion of the MFH Program if the plan to maintain the three MFHs is not executed.
The MFH Program was established in 2006 with the majority of funds, $18.3 million, provided by the State General Fund.  Federal funds from the Department of Homeland Security and the Hospital Preparedness Program were provided for hospital equipment and program development to ensure disaster medical preparedness for California’s hospital surge needs during catastrophic emergencies.  The three (3) hospitals, of 200-beds each, are strategically located in Sacramento, Bay Area, and Southern California to allow for transportation, set-up and patient treatment processing within 72 hours or less anywhere in the State (ED, ICU and OR ready in about 48 hours) after a disaster.

The MFHs serve as full General Acute Care Hospitals. They may augment hospital care or serve as full hospital replacements.  
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