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Specialty Care Systems 
SUBJECT:

EMS for Children
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on Emergency Medical Services for Children Program (EMSC).

FISCAL IMPACT:
None

DISCUSSION:
EMSC Federal Grant Application:

The EMS Authority submitted the EMSC grant application to the Department of Health and Human Services in September 2012.  Based on new requirements listed in the most recent grant guidance, EMSA is now required to have a staff person dedicated at 100% time to the EMSC program.  In the past, grantees were allowed to have staff assigned to multiple programs at the same time.  The EMSC Partnership made the staffing change to ensure that key performance measures are met as assigned in the grant guidance.  Our Current EMSC staff person, Farid Nasr, is also working on the STEMI and Stroke program.  In order to be compliant with the grant guidance in regard to staffing, the EMS Authority has assigned Tonya Thomas to the EMSC program.  Mr. Nasr will continue to provide technical support to Ms. Thomas in her new role.  
EMSC Regulations:

The EMS Authority has been working with the EMSC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to develop EMS for Children regulations for California.  EMS stakeholders have been participating in the process and have actively involved in the development of these regulations.
A draft regulations document was sent out for a pre-public comment period with EMDAC and EMSAAC earlier this year. The comments were reviewed and responses considered by the EMSC Regulations task force and EMS Authority and revisions to the draft regulations were made.  
The revised regulations draft was put out for a second pre-public comment to all parties on August 17, 2012, ending October 16, 2012. The comments are being reviewed by the EMS Authority and EMSC TAC and revisions to the document will be made based on the comment period.  Once revisions have been made, the document will be prepared for a public comment period.  

During the most recent pre-public comment period, the main areas of concern noted in the comments received were related data collection process and submission, EMSC plan submission, and hospital categorization.  
We will keep the Commission informed on the progress of these regulations.    
EMSC Annual Planning Meeting: 

The EMSC TAC strategic planning meeting is scheduled for January 31st and February 1st, 2013 in San Francisco. The EMSC TAC and the EMSC Coordinators Group will be discussing the National Performance Measures, goals/objectives for the 2013-2014 grant cycle, and developing strategies to continue meeting the National EMSC performance Measures.
Annual EMSC Educational Conference:

The 15th Annual EMSC Educational Forum “Character, Courage, Compassion” was held on November 8, 2012, at the Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento. There were attendees from prehospital, nursing and administrative fields.  Among the many conference highlights were presentations on the following topics:

· Blast Injuries & Active Shooter Protocols

· Legal Aspects

· Head, Heart, & Heat Sports Injuries

· Animal Bites

· Safe Transport, and

· Case Studies
The EMSC Coordinators and EMSA staff worked tirelessly in making the conference a success.  A debriefing with the EMSC Coordinators was also held to discuss the conference evaluations and begin planning the 2013 conference.
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