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SUBJECT:
California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS) Update
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on CEMSIS.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION:
The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Authority’s goal is to implement an electronic information system that is robust and will be used to collect statewide data on EMS and Trauma activities throughout the State.  The California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS), utilizing grant funding from the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), is contracted out to Sierra-Sacramento Valley (SSV) EMS agency through September 2011.  SSV subcontracts with Lancet Technology to customize their data collection software to accept statewide EMS and trauma data. The data is being housed on servers located at SSV with remote access to the EMS Authority.
Currently, the EMS Authority is contracted with 19 of the 31 local EMS agencies (LEMSA) to send Trauma and/or EMS data to CEMSIS.  The local assistance funds are provided as part of the State’s OTS grant for CEMSIS.  As of February 2011, there are 20 local EMS agencies that are actively transmitting data to CEMSIS – EMS and/or CEMSIS - Trauma. The latest call for EMS and Trauma data was January 2011 for 

April – June 2010 data.   

To further meet the objectives of the OTS grant, the EMS Authority will be working with the California Department of Public Health, UC Berkeley Traffic Safety Center, the Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development, and the California Highway Patrol Data Division to provide for data linkage opportunities.  
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), responding to a request by the Office of Traffic Safety (OTS), assembled a team to conduct a traffic records assessment.  A team of professionals with backgrounds and expertise in the several component areas of traffic records data systems (crash, driver, vehicle, roadway, citation and adjudication, and injury surveillance) conducted the assessment January 9 - 14, 2011.

The scope of this assessment covered all of the components of a traffic records system.  The purpose was to determine whether the traffic records system in California is capable of supporting management’s needs to identify the State’s highway safety problems, to manage the countermeasures applied to reduce or eliminate those problems, and to evaluate those programs for their effectiveness.
The recommendations for the EMS Authority were as follows:

· Continue to actively engage all LEMSAs to insure future participation in CEMSIS (EMS and Trauma) electronic data collection and submission to the EMS Authority.

· Create feedback processes between CEMSIS and EMS providers and trauma hospitals to enhance data quality and completeness.

· Propose and support statutory requirements related to capturing common variables between medical databases at OSHPD and the EMS Authority to promote data linkage

CEMSIS – EMS  
At the time of this report there are over 350,000 records in the CEMSIS – EMS database submitted by 13 LEMSAs.  This number reflects data collected for January through June 2010.  While EMS provider agencies and local EMS agencies has worked hard to come into compliance with the CEMSIS – EMS data standards, the system is new and complex.  After review of the submitted 2009 data it was determined the data was significantly inconsistent and incomplete and therefore deleted.  CEMSIS – EMS will focus on data starting January 2010.  
CEMSIS – Trauma

At the time of this report there are over 78,000 records in the CEMSIS – Trauma database from 57 of the 71 designated trauma centers, representing 15 LEMSAs, submitting data to the CEMSIS – Trauma database.  This number reflects data collected for January 2009 through June 2010.  
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