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March 23, 2011
TO:
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Daniel R. Smiley




Acting Director
PREPARED BY:
Bonnie Sinz, RN, BS

EMS Systems Division Chief
SUBJECT:

STEMI and Stroke Regulations Plan
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Receive information regarding the Stroke/STEMI Systems.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
DISCUSSION

The local EMS agencies (LEMSA) continue to develop local optional Stroke Care Systems and/or STEMI (ST segment elevation myocardial infarction - a heart attack recognized on a 12-lead EKG) Care Systems. The systems’ structure and depth vary from LEMSA to LEMSA. To date, the EMS Authority has identified all LEMSAs are in varying levels of development of STEMI and/or Stroke systems of care. A system is defined as facility recognition, destination policy, quality improvement process, and data collection.

Farid Nasr, MD has been hired as the Specialty Care Systems Specialist for the EMS Authority effective February 3, 2011.  Farid will manage all activities associated with STEMI, Stroke and EMS for Children systems of care. 

The EMS Authority participates in biannual meetings of the Western States Stroke and STEMI (Mission Lifeline) Task Forces. These Task Forces are comprised of public servants and multidiscipline clinicians with members from California, Nevada, and Utah. The group’s charge revolves around discussing best practices and the development of Stroke or STEMI Systems of Care.

The EMS Authority participates in the Bay Area Regional Stroke Data work group. This work group is dedicated to designing a data system to augment Stroke Care Systems in the Bay Area.
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The EMS Authority is currently working on a plan for the development of STEMI and Stroke Systems regulations for California.  The development of STEMI System regulations will begin in Spring 2011 and the Stroke System regulations will begin in Fall 2011.  Each set of regulations will be on a two year timeline.  Key EMS partners will be asked to participate in the process.
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