PAGE  
2

  STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

MARINES’ MEMORIAL CLUB AND HOTEL
609 SUTTER STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Sheldon Gilbert, Dev A. GnanaDev, M.D., Eugene Hardin, M.D., David Herfindahl, M.D., 
Ramon W. Johnson, M.D., Colleen Kuhn, Bruce Lee, Louis (Lou) K. Meyer, Helen Najar, Matthew Powers, Jane Smith, Lewis Stone, Chris Van Gorder
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

Robert Mackersie, M.D.
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Reba Anderson, June Iljana, Laura Little, Steve McGee, LaShawn Pettit, Jeff Rubin, 
Bonnie Sinz, Dan Smiley, Nancy Steiner, R. Steven Tharratt, MD, Sean Trask, 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
John F. Brown, SF EMS Agency

Michael Osur, Riverside County

Suzanne Goodrich, City of Orange Fire

David Barbin, Emergency Training Services Inc.

Kim Roderick, PAF

Dan Burch, San Joaquin County EMS

Alan Patelano, L.B. F.D.

Joanne Dolan, L.B.F.D.

Dan Spiess, Nor-Cal EMS

Josh Davies, Santa Clara Co. EMS

Pam Dodson, Contra Costa EMS

Vickie Pinette, SSV EMS

Ellen Chavez, CPCS
Kristine Cone, Association of Pre-hospital Care Coordinators of LA County

Theresa Farina, SFPA

Brad White, AMR

Bruce Wagner, Sacramento County EMS
Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

Aimin Alton, CSFA, Emergency Responder Substance Abuse Task Force

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Rachael Berey-Phillips
Sebastian Wong, SFFD
Greg Boswell, OCEMS

Captain Frank H. Parrish, Jr., CHP, Northern Division Special Services

Kevin Rose, San Mateo County EMS
David Magnino, CHP, Office of Air Operations

Mark Hartwig, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Ray Ramirez, Ontario/Cal Chiefs

Steve Youngs, CHP, Northern Division

Greg Gilbert, San Mateo EMS
Cathy Ord, Cal Chiefs/NBFD

Barbara Center, RDMHS Region 2

Steve Carroll, Ventura County EMS

Lyn & Eleanor Scott, Guest of EMS Award Recipient
Linda Anderson, CPPD
Debi Workman, CPPD/Palomar College

Brian Smart, Westmed College/CPPD

Jolyn Camacho, Westmed College/CPPD

Stacey Price, Loma Linda Fire

Ben Tanner, Kaiser Permanente

Cathy Chidester, LA Co. EMS Agency

Crystal Wright, MCFD

Samantha Verga, Association of Pre-hospital Care Coord, LA County
Nancy Lapolla, Santa Barbara Co. EMS

Andy Swartzell, San Ramon Valley FD

Chris Eberle, San Ramon Valley FD

Sandy Carnes, Rancho Cucamonga, FD

Pamela Martinez, Ontario Fire Dept.

Allen Francis, RN, CDCR

Don Cheu, EMS Award Recipient

Janine Wong, Guest of EMS Award Recipient

Jodi Nevandro, Santa Monica Fire Dept.
Nancy Daniel, Moraga Orinda Fire District

Enrico Aguilar, Bay Medic Ambulance

Sabina Imrie, Cal Chiefs

Ken Miller, Orange County

Brenda Staffan, California Ambulance Association

Patrice Christensen, San Mateo EMS

Robert Audet, San Francisco Paramedic Association

Andy Boroff, SF Fire Dept.

Marcy Metz, San Diego EMS

Debbie Becker, Central CA EMS Agency

Scott Lindsay, EMS Award Recipient

Johnathon Lindsay, Guest of EMS Award Recipient

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Sam Barnett, San Mateo Co. EMSA 
Jerry Allison, M.D., Team Health West, Lodi

Ron Maize, Fremont Fire

Barbara Pletz, AMR, EMS Award Recipient

Jan Ogar, San Mateo Co. EMS

Doug Boileau, Arcata-Mad River Ambulance, EMS Award Recipient

Pat Frost, Contra Costa EMS
Jim Wood, Stockton Fire Dept.

Michael Antonucci, Cal Chiefs

Richard Watson, Solano EMS

Jeff Furrows, Cal Chiefs

Belinda Schafer, Butte College/CPPD

Priscilla Leighton, Emergency Training Services, Inc.

Miles Julihn, EMSAAC – Marin County EMS

Marilyn Anderson, Vista Fire

Kevin White, CPF

Tom Ronay, SCO Co.

Perry Schimke, EMSTI
1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Bruce Lee called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.; a quorum was present.  He stated that due to the very full agenda public testimony on each of the major items on the regular agenda would be limited to three minutes per person per item.
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 23, 2009 MINUTES
Chairman Lee motioned to approve the September 23, 2009 minutes.  Action:  Moved (Powers).  Seconded (Smith).  Minutes were approved.
3.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Dr. Tharratt stated that EMSA was working very closely with the Department of Public Health regarding the H1N1 response.  He added that EMSA was also providing assistance in the logistics and movement of antivirals and N95 respirators. He commented that (as of 12/2/09), the medical directors of 20 local EMS agencies (which comprise 28 counties and one city) have assembled a plan for local optional scope for paramedics to administer influenza vaccinations, but the approved options/scopes would expire in July 2010.  He added that training modules devised by EMSA are being used in Iraq to train Iraqi physicians in H1N1.  He stated that 83 health care volunteers (for 18 missions) were ready to assist in the vaccination process at community clinics.  He added that California dispenses about 98 percent of the vaccine within 48 hours of its receipt.  Dr. Tharratt applauded the efforts of his staff and was confident that “we will do well” through the remaining influenza season.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)

He stated the budget would be released in January 2010 and that difficulties similar to last year would be prevalent; he also added that any reductions in the general fund would affect the department.  He said moving forward with the poison control center stabilization plans were still on the table, and until an appropriate stable funding source was found, he was confident about the center’s existence. 
e
4.
EMS AWARDS
Dr. Tharratt welcomed the attendees and stated the Awards ceremony process was quickly turning into one of his favorite tasks at EMSA.  He stated it was a pleasure to acknowledge and award the people who have made significant contributions to EMS throughout California.  He added that he was pleased to see various aspects of the community being represented in the ceremony.  
Awards were given to:

Officer Craig Scott – Medal of Valor (the first award given by EMSA in this category) for the rescue of a child under extreme conditions.  Officer Scott thanked Dr. Tharratt and stated “the greatest reward that any of us can have is to save a life.”

David Hoyt – Distinguished Service Medal.  Dr. Hoyt was unable to attend; however, Dr. Tharratt said he would present the award to Hoyt at the trauma committee meeting on December 7, 2009.  Dr. Hoyt’s award was for providing statewide trauma system leadership for over 25 years.
Dr. Donald Cheu – Distinguished Service Medal.  Dr. Cheu was awarded the medal for his more than 30 years of statewide leadership in the area of disaster medicine.  Dr. Cheu thanked Dr. Tharratt and added when he began his career there was no such thing as disaster medicine.
Terry Crammer – Meritorious Service.  Mr. Crammer was awarded the medal for his more than 18 years of providing educational leadership in paramedic training.  He was also instrumental in the development of disaster response activities in Los Angeles County.  Mr. Crammer thanked Dr. Tharratt, and stated he was “just doing my job.”  He also added he “loved” doing what he was doing.  
Jeremiah Glass – Meritorious Service.  Mr. Glass was not in attendance due to problematic traffic conditions which prevented him from getting to the meeting on time. Dr. Tharratt stated that if he did arrive his award would be given to him at that time.

Officer Scott Lindsay – Inter-Service EMS Recognition Medal.  Officer Lindsay was awarded the medal for providing timely and life-saving treatment to a victim with an obstructed airway.  
Lindsay thanked Dr. Tharratt and added he was very grateful for the training he receives. He also acknowledged the emergency people “that are out there working every day.”

EMS AWARDS (continued)

Dr. Tharratt continued the ceremony, announced the next set of awards and acknowledged and
recognized the administrators, medical directors, technicians and staff that make the EMS

system run.
Barbara Pletz – EMS Administrator of the Year.  Ms. Pletz was being awarded for providing leadership as well as serving on task forces for over 25 years; she also played a key role in the development of a central registry for EMS personnel..  Ms. Pletz thanked Dr. Tharratt and she recognized her peers who work very hard, often in a very difficult role that can be very tenuous politically.
Dr. Joe Barger – EMS Medical Director of the Year.  Dr. Tharratt acknowledged that Dr. Barger was one of his mentors when Tharratt was a brand new medical director in the local EMS system.  He added that Dr. Barger provided formidable leadership on the statewide EMDAC Scope of Practice Committee.  Dr. Barger thanked Dr. Tharratt and affirmed he enjoys his job immensely and was honored to accept the award.
Doug Boileau – EMS Educator of the Year Award for providing EMS education in rural California for almost 20 years.  Dr. Tharratt added that Mr. Boileau recently created a SIM center to enhance training opportunities in the rural north coast area.  Mr. Boileau thanked Dr. Tharratt and declared throughout his almost 28 year career in EMS what impressed him the most is being able to train the young paramedics, many of whom (from his last class) are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Dr. Tharratt read Jeremiah Glass’ citation (he had not yet arrived).  Mr. Glass was able to obtain a successful, nonviolent resolution to a situation in the emergency department of an Oroville hospital when an emotionally disturbed individual wielding a knife began to threaten nursing staff members.  

In addition to the medals that were being awarded, individual achievement recognition was also acknowledged and Dr. Tharratt publicly announced them.  This information is available at the EMSA website:  www.emsa.ca.gov.  He concluded the awards ceremony by thanking the friends and family members of the recipients.  He also thanked his assistant, Robin Robinson, (and other members of his staff) for their hard work in putting the awards ceremony together.  
Chairman Bruce Lee thanked Dr. Tharratt and acknowledged the EMS staff for assembling an “impressive” awards ceremony.

5.
CONSENT CALENDAR
Chairman Lee acknowledged the calendar was much bigger than normal but the items could be accepted and approved with one motion at the Commission’s desire.  Chairman Lee asked for a 

motion to approve the consent calendar.  Action:  Moved (Meyer).  Seconded (Johnson).  Motion passed. Consent calendar was approved.
6.
EMS PERSONNEL REGULATIONS APPROVAL
Chairman Lee stated that the Commission would be reviewing, considering and approving all of the work of the EMT 2010 regulations.  Each item would be addressed individually and opened up for public comment.  

Paramedic Regulations
Nancy Steiner, Division Chief, EMS Personnel Division, reported on the three proposed changes to the Paramedic Regulations.  The first is a fee increase of $35 for the paramedic license that would take effect July 1, 2010, with an additional $35 increase taking effect July 1, 2011.  The second change is a reference to the new standard curriculum for paramedics, to reflect the change at the federal level.  The third change is a provision for when a paramedic is deployed for military duty, EMSA would provide a six-month extension of their license which would include their not having to do additional continuing education as well as not paying a late fee if their license expires while they are deployed.  Chairman Lee entertained a motion to approve this item.  Action:  Moved (Najar).  Seconded (Johnson).  Passed.  The Paramedic regulations were approved.
Emergency Medical Technicians Regulations

Sean Trask, Manager, EMS Personnel Standards Unit, reported that the Commissioner’s packets included a summary of all changes in the EMT regulations, some of which were a result of the Governor signing AB 2917 (addresses criminal background checks and standardized certification requirements).  Other items included granting a six month extension for those activated on military duty to recertify.  Vice Chairperson Colleen Kuhn made a motion to accept the EMT regulations as read.  Action:  Moved (Lee). Seconded (Hardin).  Passed.  The EMT regulations were approved.
Advanced Emergency Medical Technicians Regulations and Advanced EMT Model Curriculum

Sean Trask continued his report by stating that Advanced EMT Regulations (formerly known as EMT-II regulations) were up for approval.  He added that significant changes had been made to the regulations and EMT-IIs are now referred to as advanced EMTs.  There was discussion regarding completely phasing out the title EMT-II. Dr. Tharratt interjected that the goal was to move California to the three levels of provider as outlined in the national scope model:  paramedic, EMT, and Advanced EMT.  There was brief discussion regarding an optional scope of practice for advanced EMTs.  Commissioner Meyer motioned to move the amendments to 
Chapter 3.  Action:  Moved (Meyer).  Seconded (Van Gorder).  Passed.  The Advanced EMT regulations were approved.
Sean Trask stated that the EMT model curriculum had to be discussed before proceeding.  Chairman Lee stated that he would ask for public comment on both items.  Trask stated two
years ago, there was no advanced EMT curriculum. The EMT-II Task Force developed a
EMS PERSONNEL REGULATIONS APPROVAL (continued)

subcommittee of EMS educators who drafted a model curriculum.  He stated that a national 
textbook for the Advanced EMT would not be available until 2011.  It was recommended that advanced EMT training consists of all topics within the model curriculum. 

Chairman Lee opened up item 6C for public comment (which was previously approved).  There was no public comment, at which time discussion and approval of the model curriculum was solicited.  There was brief discussion about the actual testing methods for the advanced EMT. Sean Trask replied there would be two forms of testing:  periodic exams (which would include final and skills exams), and a certifying exam, which will be developed by the local EMS agency. There was brief discussion on re-certification, to which Mr. Trask stated that the advanced EMTs would have to complete 36 CEs every two years as well as demonstrate competency in a list of skills.  Chairman Lee entertained a motion to approve the advanced EMT model curriculum.  Action:  Moved (Herfindahl).  Seconded (Hardin).  Passed.  The Advanced EMT model curriculum was approved.
Process for EMT and Advanced EMT Disciplinary Action Regulations and Recommended Guidelines for Disciplinary Orders and Conditions of Probation for EMT (Basic) and Advanced EMT

Sean Trask stated Chapter 6 was revised to meet the requirements of AB 2917.  Major highlights included:  replacing the removal of the investigative review process with the Administrative Procedures Act, adding requirements for notification, and inserting the process for investigations and notifications back to the local EMS agency.  Chairman Lee solicited public comment.  
Chuck Baucom, Merced County EMS, stated he had a concern with the investigative portion of the regulations in that there were no standards required for who would be conducting the investigations.  Commissioner Gilbert stated he agreed that investigations should be performed adequately and they should be in accordance with the Administrative Code, Firefighter Bill of Rights and other internal policies.  Commissioner Gilbert continued by extending his thanks to those involved with the initial task force.  Chairman Lee entertained a motion for the EMT and advanced EMT disciplinary actions to be approved.  Action:  Moved (Kuhn). Seconded (Powers).  Passed.  The EMT and Advanced EMT Disciplinary Regulations were approved. 
The second part of Mr. Trask’s report detailed model disciplinary orders, which were brought before the Commission in September 2009 when AB 2917 was working its way through the legislative process.  He stated the difference in the final decision for disciplinary actions will 

come from the LEMSA medical director, as opposed to the director of the EMS Authority. A drug and alcohol matrix were also added, and a checklist of the proposed discipline was also
included.  Chairman Lee stated that this item would be brought back to the Commission for 

further discussion and entertained a motion to approve.  Action:  Moved ( Meyer).  Seconded (Hardin).  Passed. The Model Disciplinary Orders regulations were approved.

EMS PERSONNEL REGULATIONS APPROVAL (continued)

Central Registry Regulations

Sean Trask stated the central registry and criminal background check requirements were
consolidated in this new chapter.  He added that data elements would be available to the public on a look-up screen.  Mr. Trask mentioned that one of the reference sections was listed incorrectly; however the amended information went out for the 15-day public comment period.  
Chairman Lee solicited public comment; there were none.  Chairman Lee briefly discussed the increased costs and stated that EMSA should continue to be mindful of this as well as thinking about the cost impacts of system design.  Chairman Lee entertained a motion for approval of the central registry regulations.  Action:  Moved (Najar). Seconded (Van Gorder). Passed.  The Central Registry regulations were approved.
Commissioner Lou Meyer applauded the efforts of the staff and stakeholder groups that created the regulations and stated that this was the “best set of vetted regulations I have seen.”  Dr. Tharratt appreciated the comments and praised his staff and stated that he was “very happy” with the documents.
7.
EMS PERSONNEL
Trial Studies

Nancy Steiner, Chief, EMS Personnel Division, reported on an 18-month Coastal Valleys trial study on the administration of fibrinolytic therapy in a rural setting, which was approved (and initiated) on January 9, 2008. As of October 1, 2009, no patients were enrolled in the study and an 18-month extension was requested.  
Chairman Lee solicited public comment; there were none.  There was brief discussion regarding the inability to enroll patients and whether or not the small numbers (one every six months) would make the study/extension worthwhile.  Dr. Tharratt recommended that despite the small numbers of patients enrolled, the extension should be granted. Commissioner Sheldon Gilbert moved for the approval of the extension.  Action:  Moved (Lee). Seconded (Meyer).  There was brief discussion between Commissioner Ray Johnson and Dr. Tharratt regarding the feasibility of the extension.  The extension was approved.
Private EMS Pre-hospital Training Program Eligibility Requirements Update

Ms. Steiner discussed the fact that the Private Post-Secondary and the Vocational Education Reform Act of 1989 did sunset on June 30, 2007.  She added that the legislature passed AB 48,
which revised and recast the Act into the California Private Post-Secondary Education Act of 

2009.  The new Act allows training institutions approved before July 1, 2007, to maintain their
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)

approval for 3 years from the expiration date of their approval.  It allows training institutions with applications pending before January 1, 2006 to be granted approval until 2012, and those training institutions that submitted an application after January 1, 2006 to continue to operate until 2015.  However, private institutions still have to meet the requirements of EMSA’S regulations.  Chairman Lee solicited public comments; there were none. 
Commissioner Helen Najar had questions regarding the ramifications of a student attending a non-accredited school and if students would be able to obtain a list of accredited schools.

Dr. Tharratt stated a list on the EMSA website does exist that indicates the educational

institutions that have been approved by the local EMS agency.  Chairman Lee added that this was a non-action item for information only and does not require approval.

8.
EMS SYSTEMS
Update on 201 Workshop

Bonnie Sinz, Division Chief, EMS Systems Division, briefly reported on the California Fire Service white paper that was presented during the September 2009 Commission Meeting.  Ins Spring 2010, the EMS Authority will invite key stakeholders to prepare a position on the subject, at which time people involved will be brought together for a moderated discussion.   Chairman Lee solicited public comment; there were none.  Chairman Lee added  this was a non-action item for information only and does not require approval.  Commissioner Sheldon Gilbert thanked EMSA for moving the process along; however, he inquired about investigating a stakeholder process and queried “where do we go from here?”  There was brief discussion regarding this.
Chairman Lee stated that he wanted to get more input from the Commissioners regarding forming an ad hoc subcommittee.  Commissioner Gilbert reiterated the three items he was looking for:  EMSA policy more clearly defined (201 and 224 blending issues), have more clarity in the regulation as it relates to 201.  Lastly, some sort of dispute resolution process outside the court system should be realized.  There was additional discussion from Commissioners Lewis Stone, Ramon Johnson, Sheldon Gilbert and Lou Meyer, and Dr. Tharratt regarding forming a subcommittee.  Dr. Tharratt surmised the cost would be minimal and Commissioners would be reimbursed for actual travel expenses.

Based on the December 1 EMSAAC meeting, Commissioner David Herfindahl stated there was no support for the summit to which Commissioner Johnson replied he was for the workshop and 
it should go forward.  Chairman Lee declared he was prepared to appoint the subcommittee and move forward with the process.  He added there should be at least five people on the subcommittee, with two fire service representatives being involved (Commissioners Stone and 

Gilbert); Lou Meyer on the private ambulance side; Dr. Johnson because he is a physician; and Bruce Lee rounding out the committee.

9. DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION
EMSA Emergency Activities in Relation to H1N1
Jeff Rubin, Division Chief, Disaster Medical Services Division, gave a brief report regarding where EMSA stands.  He affirmed his division has been hard at work with the counties and regional people to ask for and receive the resources that the Department of Health 
has stockpiled, i.e., antivirals.  He added the webpage was being updated so that the latest
information about the influenza would be available.  He concluded by stressing the importance

of the healthcare volunteer system registry.  Chairman Lee solicited public comment.  Ray
Ramirez, Ontario Cal Chiefs, had a question regarding clearing up the confusion of the local emergency statute and the public health emergency statute, and which would be the proper declaration of emergency to utilize when the situation arises, to which Jeff Rubin replied at there are very few actual public health emergencies that are declared.  Commissioner Herfindahl stated that the topic would be discussed at the California Conference of Local Health Officers (CCLHO) meeting on December 3, 2009 in Sacramento.  Chairman Lee solicited further comments; there were none.  This was a non-action item so it does not require a motion for approval.
10.
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS FOR MARCH 2010 – MARCH 2011
Chairman Lee is ineligible to run for Chair again due to having served one and a half terms.    Commissioner Johnson made a motion to nominate Vice Chairman Colleen Kuhn as the next Chair of the Commission.  Action:  Moved (Johnson).  Seconded (Najar).   Commissioner Johnson made a motion to nominate Commissioner Gilbert from the Administrative Committee to Vice Chairman.  Action: Moved (Johnson).  Seconded (Stone).   With two positions open on the Administrative Committee, Commissioner Gilbert nominated Helen Najar and Vice Chairperson Kuhn nominated Dr. Johnson.  Commissioner Van Gorder made a motion to accept the nominations. Action:  Moved (Van Gorder). Seconded (Kuhn).  
11.
APPROVAL OF 2011 MEETING DATES

Commissioner Meyer made a motion to approve the 2011 EMS Commission meeting dates as follows: March 23, 2011 in Los Angeles, June 22, 2011 in Sacramento, September 28, 2011 in San Diego, December 7, 2011 in San Francisco.  Action:  Moved (Meyer). Seconded (Smith).  The motion passed.
12. 
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

13. 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Aimin Alton, California State Firefighters Association briefed the Commission on his industry and on their agenda for the next year.  Topics included:  awareness and education, instructing paramedics how to identify narcotics that have been tampered with, establishing a wellness program for firefighters to assist them in battling narcotic dependency and alcoholism.  
PUBLIC COMMENT (continued)

Commissioner Stone asked Mr. Alton to clarify his affiliation and queried if he was profiting from financial gain.  Commissioner Herfindahl asked Mr. Alton to further clarify his stance on rapid tests.  Mr. Alton added that most people are able to detect counterfeit money but [the] industry has not been taught how to identify counterfeit medications.

14.    
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:16 p.m.
