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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COMMISSION ON EMS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2012
MARINES MEMORIAL CLUB & HOTEL

609 SUTTER STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102
(800) 562-7463 (Reservation Line)

MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Bruce Barton, Jaison Chand, Steven Drewniany, Dev A. GnanaDev, MD, 
David Herfindahl, MD, Ramon Johnson, MD, Kristi L. Koenig, MD, 
Daniel Margulies, MD, Matt Powers, David Rose, Eric Rudnick, MD, Jane Smith, 
Lew Stone, Dave Teter
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:
Chris Van Gorder
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Jerry Allison, Reba Anderson, Howard Backer, MD, Teri Harness, June Iljana, 
Tom McGinnis, Robin R Robinson, Lisa Schoenthal, Daniel R. Smiley, Sean Trask, Adam Willoughby
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
Sam Barnett, Napa County EMS

Mike Giannini, Cal Chiefs, Marin Fire

Harvey Hall, Hall Ambulance Service

Ken Miller, Orange Co EMS/OCFA

Vic Taugher, Fremont Fire Dept.

Ben Smith, Contra Costa Fire
Mike Thomas, Fremont FD

Elisa Richards, Fremont FD

Ron Maize, Fremont FD

Anne Marcotte, Santa Clara County
Cathy Ord, NBFD

Therese Farine, Heart Safe Region

Michael Antonucci, SB County

David Magnino, CHP Air Operations

Megan Corry, CRPA/CCSF Paramedic Program

Pat Kram, FFD
Deepa Venkat Ram, FFD

Don Campbell, MercyAir/AMC

Ross Elliott, Kern County EMS

Tammi McConnell, OCEMS

Kara Davis, RN, No- Cal EMS

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued)
Richard Murdock, MVEMSA
Mark Hartwig, San Bernardino County Fire District

Leigh Overton, San Bernardino County Fire

Bruce Haynes, San Diego/Impreial

Rosamaria Romo, California Hospital Med Ctr/AAPC

Jan Ogar, ENA

Evie Anguiano, LACOFD

Michael W Dyer, SBCFD
Ray Navarro, SBCFD

Patrice Christensen, San Mateo Co EMS

Sam Stratton, Orange County EMS

Kim Roderick, PAF

Marcy Metz, San Diego Co EMS

Leslie Parham, SBCO Fire Dept.

Lee Siegel, Alameda County EMS

Ada Wong, SF EMSA

James Brighton, SF EMSA

Cathy Chidester, LA Co EMS Agency

Marianne Juarez, SFGH

Dan Speiss, Nor-Cal

Ross Fay, CALSTAR

Pam Martinez, OFD

Greg Boswell, OCFA

Sandy Carnes, RCFD

Dana Solomon, CAA

Arthur Hsieh, CPPD

Ellen Chavez, CPCS

Dan Burch, San Joaquin Co EMS

D Bosson, Harbor UCLA

Pete Howes, Falck Northern Cal

Emil Picchi, Woodside Fire

Julie Haslam, Paramedics Plus/.CalSTGAR

James Marugg, SMG

Jesse Yela, LA Co Fire Dept.

1.
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m.  Due to a major accident on the Golden Gate Bridge the transcriptionist had yet to arrive.  Notes were taken by Dan Smiley and Robin R Robinson until the transcriptionist took over @ 9:12 a.m.  
Matt Powers asked Jane Smith to lead the pledge of allegiance.  He then congratulated the EMS Awards recipients and announced the ceremony would begin at 12:30 p.m.  
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (continued)

Kristi L. Koenig, MD, the new commissioner, an emergency department physician, was introduced and made brief remarks.  Matt announced Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev and he made brief remarks.

Powers notified audience members that a 2 minute limit would be placed on comments due to the Awards Luncheon commencing promptly at 12:30.

2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2012 MINUTES
Commissioner GnanaDev, MD moved to approve the September 19, 2012 minutes.  Action:  Moved (GnanaDev).  Second (David Rose).  Motion was passed unanimously.  Minutes were approved.
3.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONER 
Dr. Backer acknowledged Dr. GnanaDev’s departure from the commission, and he introduced the newest commissioner, Dr. Kristi L. Koenig.

4.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Highlights of Dr. Backer’s report included:

Funding

· Proposition 30 may stabilize state funding

· Risk remains high for federal cuts in several areas

Staff changes

· Some staff turnover due to opportunities with California Health Benefit Exchange

· Teri Harness, the Assistant Chief in the EMS Systems Division was
 introduced
Community Paramedicine (updates on the following were given)

· Status of CHCF and UCD project

· Anticipated stakeholder meeting in mid-February, 2013

· Need for local planning but centralized approach to facilitate projects

· OSHPD pilot vs statutory pilot

· Importance of Data

ED wait time

· EMSAAC has developed foundation and basis for analysis

· Will collect best practices

· Will schedule stakeholder discussion co-sponsored by CHA

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)

Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)

· Common ground and agreements may be wavering, departments unwilling to find compromise

· This initiative would provide uniform scope of practice and training, thereby providing coverage for the estimated 15,000 or more using this level of care.  This can be done at statutory or regulatory levels
· EMSA has made its compromises for cost and staff but cannot force agencies to support.  Dr. Backer suggests it is a responsibility of the Commission beyond individual agency interests to help determine whether it is in the interest of the California EMS community to formally establish EMR and if so, help support a solution
Data

· EMSA is exploring many options to house and/or transmit data.  Discussion with NEMSIS and search to find a sustainable and optimal platform to collate and transmit data
· Discussion with OSHPD around linking data
· Excellent progress with core measures work group
Preparedness

· EMSA and CDPH recently completed a budget drill for CHHS that assumed a large  HPP reduction 
· Deputy Director position for preparedness open at CDPH
· Partnership with CDPH is moving forward rapidly under their new leadership
· EF 8/EOM is the framework for preparedness and response
· Mobile Field Hospitals
· Discussion with the Governor’s Office and RFI seeking partners
5.
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Commissioner Erick Rudnick moved to approve the consent calendar – items A through E.   Action:  Moved (Rudnick).  Second (GnanaDev).  Motion passed unanimously.
6.
FREEDOM HOUSE AMBULANCE SERVICE PRESENTATION
Commissioner Jane Smith presented the first half and Megan Corry, CRPA/CCSF Paramedic Program presented the second half.  
Key people considered pivotal to EMS are Dr. Safar, Dr. Caroline and Walter Brown, who was flown to San Francisco to see the Freedom House documentary. Dr. Backer also attended one of the screenings.
The inception of Freedom House was a result of Phillip Howen, a college student in dire need of a job so he began driving an ambulance that was attached to the Syracuse Medical Center and started with medical residents.

FREEDOM HOUSE AMBULANCE SERVICE PRESENTATION (continued)
After returning to Pittsburg the young student changed his major from poetry to medicine after returning to Pittsburg. Howen also observed that EMS was handled by police with no special training or equipment.
A change was initiated when the mayor collapsed while delivering a speech.  He needed CPR and was thrown in the back of a police van; however, the resuscitator was not working.  Unfortunately, the mayor languished for two days before he passed away. The community was upset and the validity of pre-hospital care was questioned.
Ambulances didn’t generally respond to Black communities in the mid-60s so devising plans to rectify this huge oversight were implemented.  The purpose of Freedom House was to provide medical help utilizing ideas from Howen and Dr. Safar and to provide economic opportunities for the underemployed Black people in the community.
Racial tensions were quelled.  The constant field presence of a physician and ongoing training contributed to the program’s success, which began in 1967.  In the first year about 5,800 calls were run and there were about 4,000 transports.

After Martin Luther King Jr.’s assassination in 1968, some Freedom House medics were in Baltimore when the violence erupted and they opted to stay to provide services to that area; however, some returned home and worked side by side with their colleagues as well as with the police.  This was one of the events that put Freedom House on the map.
· Four points make Freedom House significant:

1. There is a lack of diversity among the EMS workforce

2. It is a lost part of American medical and racial equality history

3. More physician interaction and mentoring is needed

4. Educational equity is a global issue (providing resources and education to those with the greatest need)

· For more information please visit the website at www.freedomhouse.com
7.
EMS PERSONNEL
Sean Trask, Chief of EMS Personnel Division, report included the following:

EMT Regulations
· This is an informational item and no action is needed.

· At the March 2012 Commission meeting, the proposed changes to the EMT regulations were approved, then disapproved by the Office of Administrative Law after it was submitted.  A 120-day extension was granted to allow for mostly procedural corrections.  Review of comments is currently taking place 
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)
and once the rule-making file is resubmitted, an approval by OAL is anticipated.
Paramedic Regulations

· This is an action item.
· The rule making file was completed after the commission approved the regulations at the June 2012 meeting.  OAL disapproved the rule-making file and granted EMSA 120 days to make corrections.  Changes to the text of the regulations had to take place; therefore, approval by the commission is needed.  
· The reason for disapproval was the initial statement of reasons didn’t provide enough clarity 

· All paramedic license reforms had to be incorporated by reference, which is a new requirement.
· A proposed fee of $2500 for out of state continuing education providers reverted to $200.
· The two critical issues identified included critical care training and whether or not a paramedic could challenge the critical care board exam.  The answer is yes, they could challenge the test without having any training; however, the local EMS agency does have the option of verifying training for accreditation.  

· There were lots of comments about scope as some people wanted pediatric intubation and nasal tracheal intubation and were concerned with Lasix and Pitocin being removed.  These items are in the local optional scope, and with LEMSA approval, they can be maintained or added to the local paramedic scope.

Commissioner Barton moved to approve the Paramedic Regulations.  Action:  Moved (Barton).  Second (Herfindahl).  Motion was approved.
8.
EMS SYSTEMS

Tom McGinnis, Chief of EMS Systems, presented his report which included the following:
Data / CEMSIS
Office of Traffic Safety Funding
A grant for the year 2013 was approved, which guarantees the current CEMSIS staffing levels as well as other data programs.
Health Care Foundation Project

This funding will allow a consultant to be hired who will then profile the data within the CEMSIS database. NEMSIS, the national data set is run from the University of Utah and currently includes 38 states.  NEMSIS is excited about the California EMS system data being on the map and look forward to EMSA’s involvement. 
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

Core Measures
Tom McGinnis referenced the chart that was distributed to the Commissioners with the goal being to set benchmarking quality measures.  
A task force comprised of constituents, local agency representatives, provider representatives, data analysts, and some physicians, met on November 27, 2012 with 27 indicator core measure items that needed review.  The outcome of the meeting 
resulted in some measures being discarded; however, five additional core measures were added.  The group met again on December 20, 2012.  The data will be extracted from the CEMSIS data system as well as through local EMS agencies.
The project is slated to end late April 2013 with the results being published on EMSA’s website shortly thereafter.
Data Quality Improvement and Advisory Committee
A group of constituents will be brought together to form an advisory committee to look at opportunities to make certain California is in the forefront of quality data going forward.
EMSC
Regulations went out for the pre-public comment period that ended in October 2012; there were about 29 pages of comments, with the most emphasis on data issues, the designation of facilities, and planning considerations.

A very successful EMS for Children Annual Educational Forum, attended by over 130 registrants, was held in November 2012 in Sacramento, CA.
9. 
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION
Lisa Schoenthal, Chief of the Disaster Medical Services Division referenced the issue memo that was included in the Commission packet, and reported on the following:   
Mobile Medical Assets Program Update
· DMS is preparing for three workshops in 2013, which will help to correct gaps in preparedness that were identified during the Golden Guardian exercise in June 2012 at Sacramento State.

· Ms. Schoenthal briefly explored the Mobile Field Hospital Request for Interest Program.  Hard copies were available and the request for interest is listed on the “hot topics” EMSA website.  

· The deadline for partner response was December 14, 2012.

· Matt Powers added the letter had been widely distributed through the Emergency Nurses Association

10.
NOMINATIONS FOR OFFICERS
· Nominations for officers for 2013 through 2014 were opened and would close at the March 20, 2013 Commission meeting in Los Angeles, Ca.
· Jane Smith nominated Matt Powers for Chairperson.  Action:  Moved (Smith). Second (Hamilton).  

· Dr. GnanaDev nominated Jane Smith for Vice Chair.  Action:  Moved (GnanaDev).  Second (Hamilton).

· For the first of two vacant slots on the Administrative Committee, Dr. GnanaDev nominated David Herfindahl.  Action:  Moved (GnanaDev). Second (Johnson).
· For the remaining vacant slot on the Administrative Committee, Jane Smith nominated Bruce Barton.  Action:  Moved (Smith). Second (Johnson).

11.
APPROVAL OF 2014 MEETING DATES
Dr. Johnson moved to accept the 2014 dates as listed:

March 19, 2014 in Los Angeles

June 18, 2014 in Sacramento

September 17, 2014 in San Diego

December 3, 2014 in San Francisco.  

Action: Moved (Johnson). Second (Rose).  Motion was approved.

12.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Discussion on the EMS for Children Regulations, based upon pre-public comment, perhaps also Stroke and STEMI

· Reveal dates for the EMT I and Paramedic Regulations results and implementation
· Discussion of the core measure projects

· Update on the progress of the Trauma Statewide Planning process

· Past score rates of the EMT and Paramedic Program National Registries

13.
PUBLIC COMMENT

There was none. 

14.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Lew Stone motioned for adjournment.  Action: Moved (Stone). Second (Barton).  The meeting was adjourned at 10:29 a.m.
