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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

HILTON ARDEN WEST
2200 HARVARD STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2011
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Bruce Barton, Chuck Baucom, Jason Chand, Sheldon Gilbert, Aaron F. Hamilton, David Herfindahl, M.D., Ramon W. Johnson, M.D., Colleen Kuhn, Matthew Powers, David Rose, 
Eric Rudnick, M.D., Jane Smith, Lewis Stone, Dave Teter 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:
Dev A. GnanaDev, M.D., Eugene Hardin, M.D., Robert Mackersie, M.D., Chris Van Gorder, FACHE 
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Jerry Allison, Reba Anderson, June Iljana, Nancy Keyson, Cheryl Lepley, Laura Little, Steve McGee, Tom McGinnis, Robin R Robinson, Rudy Sarmiento, Lisa Schoenthal, Dan Smiley, Sean Trask, Rick Trussell, 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
Ray Ramirez, Cal Chiefs
David Magnino, CHP Air Operations

Kim Roderick, Palo Alto FD

Leslie Parham, SB Co. Fire Dept

Dan Burch, San Joaquin Co EMS

Ken Bobinski, Cal EMA

Derek Parker, Air Methods

Richard Watson, Retired EMSA

Jason Sorrick, AMR

Mike Giannini, Marin Co. Fire/Cal Chiefs

David Austin, American Medical Response

Barbara Pletz, AMR

Ken Miller, OC EMS/ OCFA
Kevin White, CPF

Mike O’Toole, CVIFD

Roger Bloom, Palo Alto Fire

Leigh Overton, SB County Fire

Ellen Chavez, CPCS

James Marugg, Firescope EMS/CA-SMG
Michael Martini, LA County APCC

Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Scott Clough, CSFA

Pam Martinez, Ontario Fire

Joe Powell, Rialto Fire

Brenda Staffan, CAA

Linda Broyles, AMR/RCCP

Michael Antonucci, Upland Fire

Peter S. Sakaris, Cosumnes Fire

1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Colleen Kuhn called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.  A quorum was present.    She introduced Dave Magnino who led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairperson Kuhn stated public comment would be allowed for five minutes at the end of each section. 
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MARCH 23, 2011 MINUTES
Commissioner Chuck Baucom clarified a notation that was written how an increase in hours might lead to a loss of EMTs in rural areas.  Commissioner Powers moved to approve the minutes.  Commissioner Baucom seconded.   Action:  Moved (Powers).  Seconded (Baucom).  Motion was passed.  Minutes were approved.   
3. 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Acting Director, Daniel R. Smiley, commented that the budget situation was not finalized and the Legislature passed and the Governor vetoed the latest budget bill.  As of this meeting the future of the EMS Commission was still uncertain.  The proposed elimination of the EMS Commission was approved by the Senate yet denied by the Assembly.  Mr. Smiley was very confident the elimination would not take place. He added that travel and cell phone usage have been dramatically curtailed as well.  

He stated the $1.7 million to maintain the mobile field hospital was deleted from the Governor’s budget and that Lisa Schoenthal, Chief of Disaster Medical Services, would elaborate on the future of that program during her report.  Mr. Smiley declared the Centers for Disease Control was making a 25% reduction to the federal block grant that accounted for $1.7 - $1.8 million annually.  He added that options would be discussed on how to move forward given the reduced grant award.  
There was brief discussion about proposed travel restrictions for the September and December 2011 Commission meetings, to which Mr. Smiley responded the meeting dates in question would take place and travel reimbursement would occur as it has in the past.  There was brief discussion about exploring options other than completely eliminating the Commission.
Mr. Smiley affirmed to the group that he did not know who EMSA’s next director would be or when this person would be appointed.  He added the budget situation was the priority of the Governor’s office and is currently the focus of their efforts.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)  
Acting Director Smiley spoke about the Chapter 13 Task Force and the Commission’s involvement during the meetings.  The question of whether or not the task force meetings were open to the public was discussed and whether EMS Commissioners could participate in or sit in on the meetings. He added that although in the past a small number of Commissioners were allowed to attend meetings, since there was such a contentious nature it was firmly recommended by EMSA’s legal counsel that the process is airtight and the perception of “serial meetings” of the Commission were not a violation of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act.  It was noted that Chuck Baucom is the only Commission member who is also a member of the task force.    
There was brief discussion about what constitutes a quorum if Commissioners are in attendance at task force meetings and if the Commissioners would start dialoguing amongst themselves would that be a precursor to a serial meeting? Those discussions could potentially become part of minutes that would be presented to the Commission at some point, which could be governed by open meeting laws.
EMSA legal counsel, Steven McGee, offered to expound on whether or not there was any case law or examples relevant to the topic.  However, that action falls under the nature of legal opinion and would need to be disclosed in a closed session.
Commissioner Lew Stone motioned to temporarily adjourn the meeting in a closed session.  Action:  Moved (Stone).  Seconded (Rudnick).  Motion was passed and the EMS meeting was temporarily adjourned at 10:34a.m.  It reconvened at 11:15 a.m.

Chairperson Kuhn resumed the meeting and Acting Director Smiley apprised the audience of the outcome.  He stated that as a result of the closed door session it was determined that Commissioners may participate in the task forces but the quantity has to be limited to three Commissioners on a task force.
4.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

June Iljana, deputy director legislation, policy and external affairs, stated the most current legislative report had been distributed to each Commissioner since the information contained in their packets was no longer timely.  (This is due to the fact content has to be delivered to the printer two full weeks before the packets are received at EMSA).  
She reported briefly on three significant bills:  AB 210 – The bill would address the 201/224 issues that are related to exclusive operating areas of ambulance services. 

AB 678 – This bill addresses using certified public expenditures to increase reimbursement rates for public safety agency ambulance transportation.

AB 1245 – This bill addresses regulations for the emergency medical responder classification of the EMS provider.   EMSA does not have a position on these bills.
5.
CONSENT CALENDAR

Chairperson Kuhn queried the audience if they had any questions. There were none. She asked for a motion to proceed with the consent calendar.  Action:  Moved (Baucom).  Seconded (Johnson).  

Before the vote was taken Commissioner Stone had a question regarding the legal report where a firefighter’s job title was specifically named – a “respondent, a firefighter, reported to work.” It was determined that in the future a person’s title will not be used, the word “respondent” would suffice.
A vote was taken and the motion was passed to accept the consent calendar.

6.
EMS PERSONNEL

Trial Studies

Sean Trask, division chief, reported on four trial studies:  1) Los Angeles, FAST-MAG study, initiated in 2003 and is continuing to enroll patients; 2) the Coastal Valley fibrinolytic trial study, initiated in 2008, and after three years no patients were enrolled; the local EMS agency elected to withdraw the study;  
Mr. Trask reported on the 3) ResQPOD and King Airway study next.  The study began in 2008 
and was approved for EMTs as well as paramedics; however, after nine months, EMSA did not 

see an improvement in the overall survival of petitions in the use of this device and the trial 

amended to remove the device from the EMT local option scope and instead use a two 
handed seal on a bag dial mask device with an impedance threshold device.

The final trial study 4) was from the SSV EMS regarding the carbon monoxide oximeter device 
to ascertain if it is effective in determining the severity of carbon monoxide exposure.  The 
study should last 18 months.

Public Safety First Aid Regulations
The EMR Task Force convened on April 7, 2011. Their recommendation was to incorporate 
emergency medical responder into the Public Safety First Aid CPR Regulations.  Mr. Trask stated that the regulations have been drafted and they are currently going through an internal review.  
EMT Regulations
Mr. Trask stated the regulations have been drafted and minor cleanup language is being done throughout.  He affirmed that the minimum hours of training is being amended to 160 instead of the current 120 – 144 didactic in lab and 16 hours in clinical, with much more emphasis on pathophysiology. 
AEMT Regulations  
Mr. Trask stated the advanced EMT regulations will be adopting the national education 

standards and instructional guidelines for the advanced EMT.  He added that an 

increase in the hours of training from the current minimum of 88 to 160 is being proposed.  
Additionally, amending the base hospital section to echo what the base hospital changes are

going to be is also an objective.  Mr. Trask anticipates the regulations would be ready in the next 
two or three weeks (from the June 22 date of the Commission meeting).  
Acting Director Smiley added clarification and stated the didactic portion would be amended to 

80 hours up from the current 24 in terms of clinical and field experience.  He also 
stated EMSA has applied for homeland security grants to initiate the advanced EMT to perform 

pilot programs.
Paramedic Regulations
Sean Trask stated the regulations were in draft form with minor changes being made 

throughout.  Two specialty paramedic classifications would be introduced – critical 

care transport paramedic and advanced pre-hospital paramedic.  He declared that minimum 
requirements for controlled substance and policies would be proposed.  
There was brief discussion regarding controlled substance security policies with respect to 

increasing the type of security for a schedule 2 drug such as fentanyl.

Enforcement Report
Sean Trask announced that Mike Smith is the new supervising special investigator who comes 

to the Authority from California Department of Public Health and the California Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation.  He continued by reporting that so far in 2011, 104 cases were
opened, 115 have been completed or closed, 298 paramedics are on probation, 119 cases are 
in open status and 44 of them have been sent to legal for review.

7.
EMS SYSTEMS

EMS Systems Regulations Task Force Update

In light of Bonnie Sinz’ absence, Division Manager, Tom McGinnis, presented the report.  He stated the Chapter 13 Task Force continues to meet in person approximately every two weeks and a template of regulations have been drafted and the meetings consist of very robust and open dialogue.  He stated Nancy Steiner Keyson (recently retired from the Authority) has come back aboard (on a temporary basis) to help draft the regulations.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)
Statewide Trauma System Planning
Mr. McGinnis stated preliminary work by the trauma plan writing groups had been completed and submitted to the Authority with an anticipated date at the end of July for the draft to be released.  He added the Trauma Summit 4 scheduled for March 19, 2012 has been canceled.   Finally, he stated the Authority continues to review local trauma plans as they are submitted.
Maddy EMS Fund
Acting Director, Dan Smiley, offered to present this report.  He stated the Senate has deleted the previously enacted $55 million of revenue and there is no discussion underway that would realign the Maddy EMS fund from the local to the state level.  There was brief discussion about the closure of a third of hospitals in the emergency care system and how the fund may assist underserved patients who desperately need this service.

CEMSIS Update

Tom McGinnis announced the new CEMSIS coordinator is Hailey Pate and that she is doing a 
great job in her new role.  He added CEMSIS EMNS has approximately 429,000 records in
its database and there are approximately 89,000 trauma records.  He concluded his report by 
stating the Authority has applied for an OTS (Office of Traffic Safety) grant for continued 
development of this program.

There was brief discussion regarding the cost of maintaining the data base, partnering with the 

private sector (which could reduce the cost of system maintenance), exploring the 
possibility of expanding the amount of data collected and allocating extra monies into the 
system.  Acting Director Smiley pointed out the OTS is a “pilot project” and determining 

whether or not a statewide database can become a reality will take about a year or so.
Ray Ramirez, a member of the audience, commented that many providers submit data through 
the national fire reporting system (NFIRS) and there appears to be conflict with the 

two systems coordinating data and the ensuing cost of each agency having to bear the cost of

translating this data.

8.  DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION
Lisa Schoenthal, division chief, gave the report.  She stated the dilemma of obtaining funds to 

maintain the Mobile Field Hospital Program for another year had been solved.  Effective July 1, 
2011, BLU-MED Response Systems will provide maintenance on all three hospitals at no cost; 
the only caveat is that they are able to deploy two of these hospitals outside of California (when 
the need arises) and receive compensation for the deployments.

DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION (continued)
She added that an extension of this arrangement (which ends June 30, 2012) was being 
discussed.
Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual 
Ms. Schoenthal reported that over 1500 comments were received during the public comment 

period.   She stated that on page 139 a sentence was being added to the emergency operations 

manual on the section on management of patient movement.  She added CALEMA had 
approved the EOM and they consider it to be part of the state emergency plan.

Commissioner Barton moved to accept and approve the EOM.  Action:  Moved (Barton).  

Seconded (Herfindahl).  Before the vote was taken there was brief discussion about what 
would happen if the ability to communicate was lost throughout the state, to which Ms. 
Schoenthal responded if/when that situation occurs the objective would be to go as “low-tech” 
as the need arises.  She added that her staff constantly works on inter-operability with a number 
of state groups.  Ms. Schoenthal affirmed a review of the EOM would happen in about six 
months to discuss lessons learned and that topic as well as other eventualities.  
Acting Director Smiley added that the document is an operations manual and is not meant to be all-inconclusive in terms of a full plan.  He continued by saying public and private organizations

must have continuity of operation and continuity of government plans in place.  

Chairperson Kuhn motioned to accept the manual and approve it.  The motion was approved.

9.
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Chairperson Kuhn wants to see a report from the .201 subcommittee back on the agenda.
10.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was none.

11.
ADJOURNMENT


Commissioner Kuhn motioned for adjournment.  Action:  Moved (Gilbert).  Seconded 
(Powers).  The meeting adjourned at 12:32 p.m.
