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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COMMISSION ON EMS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 2012

2200 HARVARD STREET, SACRAMENTO, CA

(916) 922-4700 (Reservation Line)

MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Bruce Barton, Chuck Baucom, Jaison Chand, Steven Drewniany, Sheldon Gilbert, 

Dev A. GnanaDev, MD, Aaron F. Hamilton, David Herfindahl, MD, Ramon Johnson, MD, Daniel Margulies, MD, Matt Powers, David Rose, Eric Rudnick, MD, Lew Stone, 

Chris Van Gorder

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:
Jane Smith, Dave Teter, Eugene Hardin, MD

EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Reba Anderson, Janna Atkinson, Howard Backer, MD, Dalayna Crawford, Caroline Fudge, June Iljana, Cheryl L. Lepley, Laura Little, Shawna McCabe, Tom McGinnis, Hong Nguyen, Robin R Robinson, Lisa Schoenthal, Daniel R. Smiley, Sean Trask, Adam Willoughby
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
Mike Giannini, Marin Co. Fire/Cal Chiefs

Patrick Powers, Lynch Ambulance

Esteban Carrasco, Guest

James Marugg, Cal EMA Firescope EMS/CA-SMG

Andy Swarzell, San Ramon Valley FD

Michelle Suarez, LMA North America

Jennifer Pickard, PCC Representative

Zeke Foster, Guest/Loma Linda

Leigh Overton, SB Co Fire

Leslie Parham, SB Co Fire

David Magnino, CHP

Gregory Reynar, LAFD

Bruce Haynes, San Diego EMS

John Poland, S-SV EMS

David Austin, American Medical Response

Marcy Metz, San Diego Co EMS

Ken Miller, OCEMS/OCFA

Bruce Wagner, Sacramento Co

Julie Haslam, RN, Alameda County Fire Dept.
Ted Peterson, Novato Fire

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued)

Brenda Staffan, CAA

Ray Ramirez, Cal Chiefs

Peter S. Sakaris, Cosumnes Fire

Scott Clough, Metro Fire (CSFA)

Keri Hamby, Novato Fire

Dave Duncan, CAL FIRE

Ellen Chavez, CPCS

Ross Fall, Cal AAMS

Mart Hartwig, San Bernardino County Fire

Mike O’Toole, Chino Valley Fire District

Kevin White, CPF

Don Campbell, Whirlybird Association
Brian Hartley, Bound Tree Medical

Arthur Hsieh, CRPD, CRPA

BJ Bartleson, California Hospital Association
1.
CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Chairperson Sheldon Gilbert called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
Chairperson Gilbert warmly acknowledged the departure of Commission member Chuck Baucom and presented him with a plaque.  Baucom served on the Commission for 10 ½ years and was the rural public representative.  
Gilbert also recognized the newest member of the EMS Commission:  Steven Drewniany, who represents the California Police Officers Association.  He brings to the Commission many years of fire and police service and is employed by the City of Sunnyvale in the Public Safety Department.
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MARCH 21, 2012 MINUTES
Commissioner Chris Van Gorder moved to approve the March 21, 2012 minutes.  Action:  Moved (Van Gorder).  Second (GnanaDev, MD).  Motion was passed with one abstention.  Minutes were approved.
3.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Howard Backer, MD, EMSA’s Medical Director, acknowledged Steven Drewniany and welcomed him to the Commission; he also acknowledged Commission Chairperson Sheldon Gilbert’s retirement from the Alameda County Fire Department.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued):

Highlights of Dr. Backer’s report included:

· The Senate passed a budget, which is dependent on an increase in taxes when the public votes in November 2012.
· No fatal blows to EMSA are indicated within the proposed budget; however, state employee salaries across the board will be reduced by 5% for 12 months.
· EMSA’s federal preventive block grants are threatened; however, the grant monies have been retained in the U.S. Senate budget proposal.
· The Chapter 13 Task Force has resumed.  The group will develop regulation language, expanding on the work done last year.
· An RFO (Request for Offers) for the California Health Care Foundation grant has been submitted.  The result will assist EMSA in evaluating some of the CEMSIS data and commence work on EMS core measures.
· Electronic data collection in the field is becoming the paradigm across the LEMSAs and should be the ultimate objective of all LEMSA’s.  Funding sources to support the successful outcome of this endeavor are being investigated.
· Conversations with medical directors and federal government agencies regarding best practices on how to manage and handle the drug shortage dilemma are being held and a plan of action is being developed. 
· There is positive movement with implementing on-line licensing and the goal of registering and renewing licenses utilizing a credit card will finally become a reality.
· EMSA is partnering with the California Health Care Foundation to bring stakeholders together and have had discussions regarding community paramedicine.  A limited group of stakeholders will meet on June 27 to discuss this.  Then, California Health Care Foundation will support a development of policy landscape paper, which should highlight the potential opportunities as well as challenges for California.  EMSA has provided technical assistance and support to the CHCF.  However, discussion with the administration will need to take place in order to avoid conflicts between this endeavor and other healthcare initiatives. 
· A set of executive exercises that included the participation of the Health and Human Services Agency senior staff, department directors, chief deputies and emergency managers took place, with the aim of detailing what their roles and responsibilities would be in disaster response.
· The Emergency Function 8 (EF8) project is moving along.  The project’s purpose is to have an organized and integrated approach to health and medical response once a disaster erupts.
· EMSA is working with EMSAAC on the role of the LEMSA’s emergency response strategy and its implementation of the HPP grant.
4.
CONSENT CALENDAR 

Commissioner David Herfindahl moved to approve the consent calendar.  It was seconded by Commissioner Bruce Barton. Action:  Moved (Herfindahl).  Second (Barton).  Motion passed unanimously.
5.  
EMS PERSONNEL
Trial Studies

Sean Trask, Chief of EMS Personnel Division, report included the following:
· The Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS Agency presented their 18-month trial study on Carbon Monoxide Oximetry at the March 2012 Commission meeting.  After considerable discussion by the Commissioners a three month extension was recommended with the caveat that additional information from EMDAC would be presented at the June 2012 meeting.
· EMDAC requested that Dr. Eric Rudnick state his findings, (representing Dr. Faulk). They requested [despite the low numbers] the trial study should be extended for the full 18 months due to its good purpose and the good information it provides.
· There was brief discussion regarding the effects on firefighters who have been exposed to carbon monoxide and whether they should be allowed to go back into a fire if they’re asymptomatic 
Chairman Gilbert moved to continue the trial study until the device is adopted in paramedic scope of practice through regulations.  Action:  Moved (Gilbert).  Second (Powers).  Motion passed.
AEMT Regulations

Sean Trask continued his report, which included the following:

· The request for the proposed AEMT revisions is being brought to the Commissioners for approval. 

· Adopting the National Education Standards for advanced EMT training is being proposed.
· The minimum hours of training will increase from 88 to 160 (which will be divided into didactic, clinical and field internship).
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)

Sections related to base hospital accreditation have been updated to include: 
· Removal of the Joint Commission and adding the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) as the accrediting body.
Other discussions:

· Including the drug ondansetron into the scope, which is important and shouldn’t be prohibited due to “scope creep.”

· Discussion about the lack of a local optional scope in the Advanced EMT regulations and the number of AEMT’s (less than 100).
· Any changes in AEMT and EMT training or scope would require resuming the regulatory process again and going through another public comment process.
Commissioner GnanaDev moved to approve the AEMT Regulations as submitted.  The Commission also requested a future process to evaluate if Benadryl, Zofran and adult IO/ Action should be added.  Moved (GnanaDev). Second (Johnson).  Motion passed.
Paramedic Regulations

· The proposed amendments to the regulations were the topic of Sean Trask’s report.
· The goal is to amend the basic scope of practice to be consistent with the National Scope Model.
· A proposal to have the local optional scope list have a three year term similar to the trial study process is under consideration.
· Introduce Critical Care Paramedic as well as identifying a certification exam –   

Board for Critical Care Transport Paramedic Certification. It’s a national body. that’s akin to the National Registry; however, it is totally independent and has no affiliation with the National Registry.
· Introduction of controlled substance security policy requirement.
· Introducing an out-of-state continuing education provider approval fee.
· There was discussion about the optional scope for one of the rural providers who would prefer to keep Lasix due to the 2-3 hour transport times and the renewal extension process.
· There was extended discussion of the benefits and issues related to instituting the proposed category of Critical Care Paramedic.

· There was discussion about how the number of years one has been a paramedic doesn’t necessarily validate his/her expertise.
· There was discussion about the use of the term “the student must demonstrate competency in.”

EMS PERSONNEL (continued) 
· The question “should Critical Care Transport Paramedics be called inter-facility paramedics” was posed.
· Comments from EMS Lynch Ambulance, CHP Office of Air Operations and San Ramon Valley Fire District were presented to the Commission regarding the exclusivity of paramedic services in their area, competency determination, air transport, air ambulance vs air rescue, and concerns regarding levels of paramedic training.
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the proposed paramedic regulations, with the understanding the new redlined section may need to go back out for public comment.  Action:  Moved (Johnson).  Second (Van Gorder).  Motion passed. 

EMT and Paramedic Transition Training
This is an information only item. 
· EMSA has developed a suggested curriculum for EMT and paramedic training programs to offer those EMTs and paramedics who wish to maintain their National Registry registration (needs to be completed by 2015).
· The EMS Authority has convened a working group of LEMSA representatives and educators who have drafted course content which the LEMSAs can approve for their local training program.
At this time Chairman Gilbert interjected and made a motion that EMSA provide the Commission with updates at 18-month intervals to apprise the Commission on the effectiveness of the Critical Care Paramedic program with key indicators to be determined.  Action:  Moved (Gilbert).  Second (Stone).  Motion passed.
6.
EMS SYSTEMS

EMS Systems Regulations Update

Tom McGinnis, Chief of EMS Systems, presented his report which included the following:
· Meetings with the Chapter 13 Task Force have resumed and the goal is to draft regulations which will eventually morph into Chapter 13.
· The next meeting will take place at EMSA headquarters on July 12, 2012 with monthly meetings thereafter.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

CEMSIS Update
· Funding from the California Health Care Foundation will aid in fully exploring the data that is being received and will include having a consultant thoroughly evaluating the EMS Core Measures and data elements.
· The time frame for this funding is one year and the goal is to hire the vendor fairly quickly.
7.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION
Lisa Schoenthal, the DMS Chief presented her report, which included the following:
Status of Mobile Field Hospitals

· An extension of the current BLU MED agreement for the next budget year, which provides the turnkey services for managing the hospital program, has been reached. 
· The difference in this agreement (in comparison to the one currently in place) is the vendor will have the ability to deploy one (not two) of the hospitals outside of the state.
Disaster Medical Response Training and Exercises
· The Healthcare Volunteer Program and the Medical Reserve Corps Program completed a successful two-day exercise endeavor at the Oakland Coliseum in May 2012, entitled Hands Across the Bay, which consisted of one day of training and one day of a full scale exercise.  200 Medical Reserve Corps members and Disaster Healthcare volunteer participated.
· The objective to test revised deployment procedures and provide clinical skills training for volunteers was realized.
· This was the largest number of volunteers and Medical Reserve Corps mobilized at one time for an exercise.  
· Golden Guardian 2012 took place in Sacramento, California at California State University Sacramento over a three day period.
· This event was done in partnership with five different state agencies, which included CalEMA, the California Department of Public Health and the California National Guard and was based upon the catastrophic Southern California Catastrophic Earthquake Plan.
· 200 participants from over 20 public and private entities participated in this exercise, which included:  Scripps Health, Tenet Health and Stanford, three private ambulance companies, air and ground, five state agencies, two local fire departments and local department of public safety.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION (continued)

Well wishes and praise was extended to Ms. Schoenthal from several Commissioners who applauded the outcome of this successful event.
Ms. Schoenthal concluded her report by stating that the plan is for EMSA to maintain the hospital through public and private partnerships and a proposal should be in place by the end of 2013.  Her strategy is to continue to seek funding and partnerships prospects in order to maintain the program beyond the next year.
8.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Commissioner Jaison Chand stated the California Ambulance Association has assembled a detailed analysis of how health care reform reimbursement will have an effect on the California EMS Systems and the findings will be presented  at the September 19, 2012 Commission meeting.
· Commissioner Stone stated a discussion regarding meeting sites should take place since the Hilton Arden West (the site of the June 2012 Commission meeting) is on the Federation of Labor’s “do not patronize” list.  If there were a picket line at the June 20 meeting, many of the Commissioners would not have attended the meeting.
9.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairperson Gilbert solicited public comment and there was none.

10.
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Gilbert motioned for adjournment.  Action:  Moved (GnanaDev).  Second (Johnson and Van Gorder).  The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

