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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

CROWNE PLAZA LAX HOTEL
5985 W. CENTURY BLVD, LOS ANGELES, CA  90045
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2011
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Bruce Barton, Chuck Baucom, Jason Chand, Sheldon Gilbert, Dev A. GnanaDev, M.D., 
Aaron F. Hamilton, David Herfindahl, M.D., Ramon W. Johnson, M.D., Colleen Kuhn, 
Matthew Powers, David Rose, Eric Rudnick, M.D., Jane Smith, Lewis Stone, 
Eugene Hardin, M.D., Dave Teter 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:
Robert Mackersie, M.D., Chris Van Gorder, FACHE 
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Jerry Allison, Reba Anderson, June Iljana, Cheryl Lepley, Steve McGee, Tom McGinnis, Lisa Schoenthal, Bonnie Sinz, Dan Smiley, Sean Trask 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:
Jeff Rose, San Bernardino Sheriff Dept.
David Magnino CHP Air Operations

Ken Miller, Orange County EMS

Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

D. Stiles, ICEMA

Dale Gregory, San Bernardino SD

Joanne Dolan, Long Beach Fire

Dwayne Preston, LBFD

Dan Mills, LBFD

Aimin Alton, Ventura County Fire

Allen Francis, CDCR/CPHCS

Vickie Pinette, SSV EMS

Ellen Chavez, CPCS

Helen Najar, (former EMS Commissioner)

Barbara Pletz, AMR

Mitch Dattilo, San Bernardino Co Sheriff

David Austin, AMR

David Ybarra, West Coast AMR

Brenda Staffan, CAA

Mike Thomas, CPPD

Louie Sanchez, California State Assembly

Louis (Lou) K. Meyer, AMR (former EMS Commissioner)
Kay Fruhwirth, LACEMS Agency

Lucy Adams, LACEMS Agency

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Sharon Brockett, AHA

Leigh Overton, SB Co Fire Dept.

Leslie Parhamn, SB Co Fire Dept.

Michelle Smith, SB Co Fire Dept.

Linda Broyles, AMR/RCCP

Larry Karsteadt, North Coast EMS

Kristin Thompson, Anaheim Fire Dept.

Mike Maltly, Big Bear City Fire

Joe Powell, Rialto Fire

Kevin White, CPF

Cody Smith, LAAFC – Glendale Fire

Sandy Carnes, Rancho Cucamonga FD
1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Colleen Kuhn called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.  A quorum was present.    She introduced Bill Brown, the executive director of the National Registry, who led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 1, 2010 MINUTES
Commissioner Chuck Baucom moved to approve the minutes and Commissioner Dev GnanaDev seconded.  Action:  Moved (Baucom).  Seconded (GnanaDev).  Motion was passed.  Minutes were approved.   
3. 
RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING COMMISSIONERS

Commissioner Kuhn introduced Helen Najar, a former Commissioner who is leaving the Commission. She offered heartfelt words to the Commissioners regarding her tenure and her commitment to the Commission’s mission.  She had been with the Commission since 2005.  She received a plaque and Ms. Najar expressed her gratitude and assured the Commissioners she would attend meetings every now and then to keep in touch.  

Commissioner Kuhn introduced another former Commissioner, Louis (Lou) K. Meyer who had been on the Commission since 1999.  Ms. Kuhn commented that she didn’t think Commissioner Meyer ever missed a meeting.  Mr. Meyer stated he was retiring and was looking forward to spending more time with his grandchildren.  
Louie Sanchez, who was representing Speaker John Perez’s office, presented a resolution to Mr. Meyer for his many years of service – having first been appointed under Speaker Willie Brown.  Mr. Meyer offered his gratitude and offered the Commissioners and the audience his fond recollections of his time with the Commission.  Commissioner Kuhn presented Mr. Meyer his plaque and pictures were taken.
RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING COMMISSIONERS (continued)

Chairperson Kuhn called for a moment of silence to observe those affected by the horrible tragedy and disaster in Japan.  
4.
INTRODUCTION OF NEW COMMISSIONERS

Aaron Hamilton, a new Commissioner, was introduced by Ms. Kuhn.  He greeted the audience and stated he was appointed by former Governor Schwarzenegger before he left office.  He also added he worked for private ambulance companies as well as the Orange County Fire Authority.  
David Rose, another new Commissioner was introduced.  He greeted the audience and stated he was also appointed by the former Governor.  He has been in EMS for almost 30 years and his role is to represent cities and counties in the state’s fire industry.

Jaison Chand, the final new Commissioner, was introduced.  He has been in the EMS field for about 20 years and manages an ambulance service in Northern California.
5.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
The election of the Chair and Vice Chair were up for election.  Commissioner Lew Stone motioned to move the slate.  Commissioner Hardin seconded.  
Acting Director, Dan Smiley, asked for a point of order regarding replacing Helen Najar’s position since she was listed as being part the Administrative Committee.  Action: Moved (Stone).  Seconded (Hardin).  Chairman Kuhn remains the Chairman and Sheldon Gilbert remains the Vice Chairman.
Commissioner Kuhn opened up the nominations for the Administrative Committee.  Commissioner Matt Powers (currently in the position) nominated Commissioner Jane Smith as a second member of the Committee.  Action:  Moved (Powers).  Seconded (GnanaDev).  Motion passed.

6.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Daniel R. Smiley, EMSA’s Acting Director, delivered the Director’s Report.  He stated Governor Brown would announce who would become EMSA’s new Director when the time is appropriate.  Smiley added he was not aware at which stage the selection process was in; however, the primary focus is on the budget situation, which currently stands at a $26 billion shortfall. The legislature has passed $13 billion worth of cuts and the Governor is seeking the remaining decision regarding tax revenue to be made by voters if not in June then in November 2011.
Mr. Smiley stated the mobile field hospital program ($1.7 million) has been proposed for elimination; however, Lisa Schoenthal, Chief of Disaster Medical Services is considering viable options that will bring in revenue, free up warehouse space and or reduce costs.
He informed the group that EMSA has moved to the new Rancho Cordova location.  He talked briefly about the Governor’s cut back on the State’s cell phone contracts, and out of state travel

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued)

restrictions.  Regarding paramedic scope of practice he added draft paramedic regulations for pre-public comment would be forthcoming.

Commissioner David Herfindahl briefly discussed his concerns about the mobile field hospitals sitting dormant in a warehouse and that this topic should be discussed to which Dan Smiley concurred and stated Chief Schoenthal would comment more on this topic during her report.
7.
CONSENT CALENDAR
Commissioner Baucom moved to approve the consent calendar.  Commissioner Smith seconded.  Commissioner Stone wanted to discuss an item under Legislation and queried EMS Authority Deputy Director of Legislation, June Iljana, if EMSA had taken any position on AB 210 and AB 1245.  She replied that no positions had been requested or received on these bills.

There was a question regarding whether EMSA would be following SB 359 to which Ms. Iljana replied affirmatively.  Action:  Moved (Baucom).  Seconded (Smith).  Motion passed.
8.
EMS PERSONNEL
National Registry and EMT/Paramedic Test Pass Rates

Commissioner Kuhn introduced Bill Brown, the executive director of the National Registry who traveled from Columbus, Ohio.  He gave a brief report on how well those in California performed who took the test.  He stated that California is leading in the nation.  He added that the Registry tested 140,000 people last year, recertified about 85,000, is used in 45 states and there would be no fee increase until at least 2017.  
He stated that an emphasis on how to teach newly minted paramedics how to be more effective team leaders, team members and how to better interface with patients is a priority and will prove to be very helpful.  He added that EMRs and EMTs will be taught under the new EMS educations standards beginning in 2012 with paramedics commencing testing in 2013.  He stated an advanced EMT exam would be ready in June 2011.  
Discussion topics included:  electronic medical records and how it may affect a paramedic’s ability to perform his job, whether schools equipped with advanced SIM labs do better than the old fashioned equipment, continuing education for personnel, leaders being developed over time, revisiting personnel a year after they’ve passed the National Registry and have been on the job for a year, and why California adopted the National Registry as the initial requirement for new personnel coming out of school.
Sean Trask, Chief of the EMS Personnel Division began his report by referring to the 2010 National Pass Rates packets each Commissioner had in his/her possession, which states EMT and paramedic pass rates are above the national average. 
EMS PERSONNEL (continued)

Public Safety and First Aid Regulation Revision Update
Sean Trask stated the informal name of the group would be The EMR Task Force and has met three times.  Goals of the task force include revising public safety regulations to incorporate the emergency medical responder level and adopting national education standards and instructional guidelines for emergency medical responders.
He stated a new chapter of regulations (Chapter 1.9) would be introduced which would incorporate the new education standards for EMR scope of practice and training program approval requirements.  There was discussion about which entity would be underneath the EMR guidelines as well as supporting AB 1245, which would ensure that all emergency personnel have thorough background checks. 
There was discussion regarding background checks vs. certification to keep costs down as well as a paradigm shift of a training standard vs. a certification standard.   Several Commissioners expressed their concern about emergency personnel having access to person or property without having background checks, at least fingerprints.  
EMT Education Standards

Sean Trask stated the EMT regulations would be revised to incorporate the national education standards and instructional guidelines and align it with the national scope model. Some of the impacts include increasing the number of minimum hours to 160 from the current 120.  Mr. Trask anticipates having these revisions out for public comment at the beginning of April 2011.
There was brief discussion about the increase in hours with regard to the rural public.  

AEMT Education Standards
Sean Trask stated the advanced EMT (AEMT) would mirror the national education standards and instructional guidelines as well as be in line with the national scope model.  He added that a minimum of 88 hours of training was required for an advanced EMT; however, the proposal is for that amount to be increased to 160.  Mr. Trask anticipates having these revisions out for public comment at the beginning of April 2011.
9.
EMS SYSTEMS
EMS System Coordination Task Force Update
Tom McGinnis, Division Manager, EMS Systems began his report by providing an overview of where the project stands.  He added the group meets approximately every two weeks and this would be the schedule moving forward; he also stated the meetings are lively and spirited.  He added the best course of action would be to devise a set of regulations that would be based on existing statute.  Mr. McGinnis stated the meetings are open to the public so that they can monitor, observe and work with their constituent groups.
EMS PERSONNEL STANDARDS (continued)

Commissioner Stone had a question regarding the framework of AB210 to which Acting Director Dan Smiley answered his query.  There was further discussion amongst the Commissioners regarding AB 210.
Statewide Trauma System Planning
Bonnie Sinz, Division Chief of EMS Systems gave her report by referring to several documents that were before the Commissioners. She stated the State Trauma Advisory Committee is busy working on the trauma plan with the latest draft to be received by EMSA by April 15, at which time an editing group will review the document.  She added trauma summit number four would take place on March 19, 2012.  She stated the northern rural area would be developing an implementation template for the world trauma development course and that the Trauma Managers Association had been given authority by the American College of Surgeons to coordinate these courses.
Regional and Multi-County EMS Agency Funding
Ms. Sinz stated the 2011-12 EMSA policy for funding had been finalized. She added that in July 2011 there will be significant changes in the Coastal Valley EMS agency – Napa Valley would be leaving Coastal Valley, which would result in a reduction in multi-county agencies from seven to six and the number of local EMS agencies would go from 31 to 33 due to Napa, Mendocino and Sonoma becoming single county local EMS agencies.
CEMSIS  Update
Ms. Sinz announced a new employee, Hailey Pate, had been hired to manage the CEMSIS system. She added that 20 of the 31 local EMS agencies are sending in data.  She also stated there are over 500,000 records in the CEMSIS EMS.  She talked briefly about the Office of Traffic Safety funding, the State Trauma Advisory Committee working with her group on defining under and over triage, and how UC San Diego and Dr. Chang will review the trauma data and attempt to develop a statement of economic impact of trauma.  
There was brief discussion about how the accuracy of the data is verified to which Ms. Sinz responded compliance reports were taking place and having the proper information was a priority with very specific plans in place to make that objective a reality.  
STEMI and Stroke Regulations Plan
Ms. Sinz reported Farid Nasir (a physician from Iran) has been hired as the STEMI, stroke and EMSC special care project coordinator and he is tasked with EMSC, STEMI and stroke regulations.  There was brief discussion about AB 861, a CDPH bill that focuses on the development of a stroke registry and where/how this data will be disseminated.  It was suggested that Bonnie’s team engage EMDAC and garner maximum participation.
10.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES DIVISION
Mobile Field Hospital Program
Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief, Disaster Medical Services reported $1.7 million to maintain the MFH program had been cut from the governor’s budget, which includes rent to pay the warehouse fees as well as MFH maintenance.  Ms. Schoenthal stated she is investigating creative solutions to sustain at least a portion of the MFHs, and she has been working with federal, local and private partners to secure other viable funding options.  Ms. Schoenthal shared a sobering statistic with the group:  There are 321 hospitals within close proximity to major earthquake faults in the state and of these 321 hospitals, 577 buildings risk total collapse in the event of a major seismic event.
There was brief discussion about making certain newer health systems are contacted regarding how they are able to withstand significant seismic activity in order to achieve solutions and a suggestion regarding contacting non-clinical entities (i.e., Google or Cisco) was also offered.  Ms. Schoenthal stated she was working with a charitable non-profit as well as the Seismic Safety Commission.
There was brief discussion regarding the viability of the MFHs in a society that “can’t afford to do it anymore” and how the MFHs should be sold back to the federal government. 
Ms. Schoenthal added EMSA is also working with the Regional Disaster Medical Health Coordination Program and they are tasked with assisting with strategy planning and assessment.  She added that Scripps is assisting EMSA in assessing potential warehouse space in San Diego.
Public Health and Medical Emergency Operations Manual
Ms. Schoenthal reported that the EOM is the document integrating the California Disaster Medical Operations Manual and the California Disaster Health Operations Manual and its public comment period closed on February 4, 2011.  She added that approximately 1500 comments were received during this time with about 750 of them being substantive.  The first edition of the final document should be ready at the June 22, 2011 Commission meeting.
Statewide Patient Movement Plan
Ms. Schoenthal reported this was a Bay Area USAI project (urban area security initiative) in which they have partnered with EMSA and EMSAAC on the development of a statewide patient movement plan addressing patient distribution and transfer during large scale disasters.  The UASI hired a contractor to do initial research and to come up with best practices.  Once the EOM is finalized, the patient movement plan will be released for public comment.  It is anticipated the plan will be ready at some point this summer.
11.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Chairperson Kuhn wants to revisit the continued requirement for National Registry to discuss its feasibility, costs, etc.  Acting Director, Dan Smiley, suggested discussion of that topic be delayed for a couple of meetings due to EMSA’s workload, to which Chairperson Kuhn recommended it be placed on the consent calendar.
Commissioner Herfindahl wants to discuss the distribution of the Maddy EMS funds and how that might potentially impact the counties.  It is decided that topic will be placed under legislation since it is already a bill.
12.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Chairperson Kuhn solicited public comments and there were none.  

Commissioner Baucom acknowledged Lou Meyer’s membership on the Commission for 18 years and his amazing character and integrity; he added that he would be greatly missed.
Chairperson Kuhn concurred with Commissioner Baucom, acknowledged Commissioner Helen Kuhn and welcomed the new Commissioners.  She motioned for the adjournment of the meeting.  Action:  Moved (Gnanadev).  Seconded (Smith).  The meeting adjourned at 1 p.m.
