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DATE:

June 20, 2012
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP

Director

PREPARED BY:
June Iljana, Deputy Director

SUBJECT: 

Legislative Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding EMS-related legislation.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

The following information is current as of June 7, 2012.

AB 1245 (Williams D) Emergency medical services.

Last Amend: 7/11/2011

Location: Senate Desk

Summary: This bill would authorize EMSA to adopt regulations for the state approval of standards for an emergency medical responder course. The bill would provide that it would not prohibit the California Highway Patrol, Cal-Fire, or any other public safety agency that provides training to its law enforcement or firefighting personnel, from administering training programs pursuant to specified laws and regulations or prohibit personnel of these agencies from providing services that were the subject of these training programs. 

AB 1275 (Torres D) California Public Records Act: exemption: emergency 911 calls.

Last Amend: 2/9/2012

Location: Senate Public Safety

Summary: The California Public Records Act requires state and local agencies to make public records available for inspection with specified exceptions. This bill would prohibit a state or local agency from disclosing any portion of a 911 emergency telephone call providing medical or personal identifying information.

AB 1387 (Solorio D) Emergency medical services.

Last Amend: 9/2/2011

Location: Senate Inactive File

Summary: This bill would require a local EMS agency to recognize the right of a city or fire district to continue providing or contracting EMS in a community if the city or fire district has never entered into a qualifying agreement with the LEMSA and if the city or fire district now enters into an agreement with the LEMSA before January 1, 2014. The bill would change the statutory basis for making determinations about exclusive operating area designations and would provide statutory exclusivity and anti-trust immunity to cities and fire districts that meet specified criteria. The bill would also enable cities or fire districts to expand their ambulance operating territories to include annexed or consolidated areas.
AB 1944 (Gatto D) Emergency medical services: EMT-P discipline.

Last Amend: 5/25/2012
Location: Senate Rules Committee
Summary: AB 1944 would transfer initial responsibility for investigation of paramedic misconduct from the state to the employer and would limit the Emergency Medical Services Authority’s (EMS Authority) ability to take action against a paramedic license without the employer’s concurrence. 
AB 2389 (Lowenthal D) Contractor disclosure requirements. 
Last Amend: 4/24/2012

Location: Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee
Summary: This bill would prohibit a contractor that provides services that require entering a residence from using a uniform or, in the case of public health or safety, a vehicle that bears the name or logo of the contracting entity unless the uniform or vehicle also clearly, conspicuously, and legibly states that the contractor is providing services on behalf of the contracting entity, and the contractor's name. The bill would authorize the Department of Consumer Affairs to impose a fine of two hundred fifty ($250) dollars per day per violation. 
AB 2459 (Torres D) Local emergency telephone systems: appropriate use.

Last Amend: Introduced

Location: Senate Rules Committee
Summary: This bill would require the California 911 Emergency Communications Office to develop and implement a public education campaign to instruct the public on appropriate and inappropriate uses of the 911 emergency telephone number system.

SB 336 (Lieu D) Emergency room crowding.

Last Amend: 5/16/2011

Location: Assembly Inactive File

Summary: The bill would require every licensed general acute care hospital with an emergency department to calculate and record a crowding score every 4 hours to assess the crowding condition of its emergency department. The bill would require, by January 1, 2013, every licensed general acute care hospital with an emergency department to develop and implement a full-capacity protocol for each of the categories of the crowding scale.

SB 1365 (Negrete McLeod D) Emergency medical services: immunity.

Last Amend: 4/30/2012
Location: Assembly Judiciary Committee
Summary: This bill would extend existing limited liability protection for firefighters, law enforcement officers and emergency medical technicians who render emergency medical services at the scene of an emergency to include registered nurses. In addition, the bill would expand the liability protection to include actions during an emergency air or ground ambulance transport.

SB 1436 (Lowenthal D) Automated external defibrillators.

Last Amend: 5/8/2012
Location: Assembly Judiciary Committee
Summary: This bill would remove the January 1, 2013 sunset date for existing provisions of law which provide qualified civil liability immunity for any person or entity that acquires an automated external defibrillator (AED) provided they meet minimum training, maintenance, testing, reporting and planning standards. 

Dead Bills
AB 1862 (Logue R) Health facilities: licensure.

Location: Died in Assembly Health Committee

Summary: Would require the State Department of Public Health to issue a single consolidated license to general acute care hospitals that operate a free-standing emergency center that meets specifications. Among other things, the bill would require EMSA to establish a committee to evaluate the quality and efficiency of services and improvement in patient access provided by freestanding emergency centers. 

AB 2394 (Nielsen R) Emergency medical services: Commission on Emergency Medical Services.

Location: Died in Assembly Health Committee

Summary: This bill would replace one physician member on the Commission on Emergency Medical Services with a member would be an air ambulance representative appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly from a list of 3 names submitted by the California Association of Air Medical Services.

SB 1378 (Hancock D) Emergency medical services: personnel.

Location: Died in Senate Appropriations Committee

Summary: Current law establishes standards for suspension, revocation or denial an EMT-I or EMT-II certificate. This bill would revise the circumstances that statutorily result in denial or revocation of an EMT certificate, exempt offenses that are more than ten years old or for which the individual has obtained a certificate of rehabilitation, and give local EMS agencies discretion to disregard criminal offenses that regulations currently specify a certificate cannot be issued for and also to issue a probationary EMT-I or EMT-II certificate. 
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