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Specialty Care Systems 
SUBJECT:

EMS for Children
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on Emergency Medical Services for Children Program (EMSC).

FISCAL IMPACT:
None

DISCUSSION

EMSC Annual Planning Meetings: 

The EMSC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) held its last meeting on May 18, 2012.  The current TAC subcommittees are:

· Strategic Planning, 
· Data, 
· Pediatric Readiness, 
· Disaster Preparedness, 
· Education Forum, 
· Interfacility Transport Document,
· Emergency First Aid Guidelines for Schools, 
· Injury Prevention, 
· Prehospital Equipment (Performance Measures), 
· Pediatric Education, and 
· Family Centered Care.  

The chairs of these subcommittees submitted their progress report to the TAC and each subject was discussed at the meeting based on the 2012 program activities and anticipated timeline.
The next meeting anticipated in September 2012, the date and location will be determined later.
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Statewide Performance Measure Survey:
The EMS Authority is analyzed the survey results for the national performance measures dealing with Prehospital equipment and Medical control and the individual results for each LEMSAs from the statewide surveys have been disseminated to each local EMS agency administrator and local EMSC Coordinator identifying compliance and opportunities for improvement. A subcommittee from the EMSC Coordinators and EMSC TAC has been assigned to study the results and develop a plan as needed to improve the compliance with each performance measure.
California Pediatric Readiness of Emergency Departments Project

The EMS Authority is partnering with Harbor-UCLA to survey all hospital emergency departments in the state of California for pediatric readiness.  The project team leads are:

Marianne Gausche-Hill, MD, FACEP, FAAP

Professor of Medicine, David Geffen School of Medicine

Director, EMS and Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellowships

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Kate Remick, MD

Clinical Instructor in Pediatrics, David Geffen School of Medicine

Fellow, Pediatric Emergency Medicine

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

The survey will be based on 2009 national guidelines and California state guidelines:  

· Administration and Coordination of the ED

· Physicians, Nurses, and Other Health Care Providers

· QI/PI in the ED

· Improving Pediatric Patient Safety 

· Policies, Procedures, and Protocols

· ED Support Services

· Equipment, Supplies, and Medications for the care of pediatric patients in the ED

The project is joining with the Federal EMSC program to evaluate pediatric readiness of emergency departments across the country with California being the first state. The paper-based version was pilot-tested by approximately ten medical and nursing directors from across the nation.  In addition, the survey was reviewed by the California Hospital Association, EMSAAC, and EMDAC representatives.  After many revisions of the assessment tools and reviewed by a number of national organizations the paper version piloted in 9 hospitals and the web-based version piloted by 10 hospitals. The Pediatric Readiness project survey’s website officially closed with the response rate of 89%. 
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EMSC Regulations

The EMS Authority is currently working on EMS for Children regulations for California.  The development of the regulations began in March 2011 and will be on a two year timeline.  Key EMS stakeholders have been asked to participate in the process.
The draft regulations document was sent out for pre-public comment period with EMDAC and EMSAAC. The comments were reviewed and responses considered by the EMSC Regulations task force. The comments and responses were submitted to the EMSC TAC for review in May 2012. The TAC will make recommendations to the Director of the EMS Authority for revisions based on the comments and responds the sent out for a public comment period anticipated in June 2012.
We will keep the EMS Commission advised on the progress of these regulations.    
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