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PREPARED BY:
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SUBJECT:
Revisions to the Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Other Patient-Designated Directives Guidelines
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Approve revisions to the Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Other Patient-Designated Directives Guidelines. 
FISCAL IMPACT:
There is no fiscal impact.
DISCUSSION:

AB 3000 (Wolk, Chapter 266, Statutes of 2008) introduced a new do not resuscitate form to the Probate Code, the Physician’s Order for Life Sustaining Treatment (POLST).  AB 3000 also named the EMS Authority (EMSA) as the agency responsible for approving the POLST form.  The current version of the Do Not Resuscitate and Other Patient-Designated Directives (DNR Guidelines) was last approved by the Commission on EMS (Commission) at the March 25, 2009 meeting.

At the June 19, 2013 meeting, the Commission approved the changes to the POLST form put forward by the California Coalition for Compassionate Care (CCCC).  The changes to the POLST form were substantive and required that EMSA update the DNR Guidelines.  The draft DNR Guidelines were released for public comment from October 29, 2013 to November 11, 2013.  A final draft of the DNR Guidelines, along with a comment table and responses to comments received will be provided to the Commission following the conclusion of the comment period. 
The purpose of the DNR Guidelines is to provide local EMS agencies with a guidance to prepare their local DNR policies for prehospital providers.  

Summary of Changes:

1. The section in the DNR Guidelines related to the POLST form was updated to reflect the changes in the POLST form approved by the Commission at its March 2013 meeting.  Most of the changes were due to organizational changes made to the form and clarification of some language that was changed in the form, which included clarification of amendments to Section B of the POLST to emphasize that the scope of the prehospital provider needs to be consistent with local policies, procedures, and protocols when presented with a POLST form.

2. Language was added to the section that addressed the EMSA approved DNR Medallions.  This language clarified what was required to be engraved on all EMSA approved DNR Medallions.  Additionally, contact information was added for the only two California Approved Medallion Providers. 

3. Various sections throughout the DNR Guidelines contained minor amendments for clarification.

Attachments
The following document is attached:

· Pre-public comment draft Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Other Patient-Designated Directives in strikeout and underline format.
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