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DATE:

March 20, 2013
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP




Director

PREPARED BY:
Laura Little


Personnel Standards Unit

SUBJECT:

Update on the Previously Approved Amended Paramedic Regulations

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive Information on the Status of the Paramedic Regulation Revisions

FISCAL IMPACT:

None initially, however some paramedic service providers may experience increased training and equipment costs associated with the addition of certain scope of practice items. 

DISCUSSION:

The Paramedic Regulations were approved by the Office of Administrative Law on February 11, 2013 and were submitted to the office of the California Secretary of State for publishing.  The Paramedic regulations will go into effect on April 1, 2013, due to a change in the law (Government Code section 11343.4) in which approved regulations go into effect on a quarterly schedule.  The revised Paramedic Regulations are posted on the EMS Authority’s web page at this link, http://www.emsa.ca.gov/laws/default.asp, under Chapter 4, Paramedic Regulations. 

Background:

On June 20, 2012, the Commission on EMS approved the proposed amendments to the paramedic regulations and then the rulemaking file was submitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for review and approval.  OAL conducted a review of the rulemaking file and found that some of the supporting documentation in the file was deficient to the extent that the package was formally disapproved on September 13, 2012.  The disapproval was based on the following sections of the Administrative Procedures Act:
A. The agency failed to comply with the "Necessity" standard of Government

Code section 11349.1 (a)(1) in the Initial Statement of Reasons.
B.  The proposed regulations failed to comply with the "Clarity" standard of

Government Code section 11349.1 (a)(3) in the Initial Statement of Reasons.
EMSA took the disapproval and was granted a 120-Day extension to resubmit the rulemaking file with corrections.  In doing so, EMSA went out for two additional 15-day public comment periods to address the additional proposed changes to the Paramedic Regulations.  On December 5, 2012, the Commission on EMS re-approved the proposed amendments to the paramedic regulations and then the rulemaking file was re-submitted to the OAL for approval.  
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