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DATE:

March 20, 2013
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP



Director

PREPARED BY:
Sean Trask, Chief




EMS Personnel Division


SUBJECT:

National Registry and EMT / Paramedic Test Pass Rates

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding National Registry of EMTs pass rates for EMTs and paramedics.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no fiscal impact.

DISCUSSION:

California pass rates for both EMT and paramedic National Registry of EMTs examinations are listed below. As of February 3, 2013, the National Registry has not posted their national test data (numbers of candidates and their respective pass rates).   
This table shows the cumulative results for all EMT and paramedic training programs in California for the calendar year 2012.   

	
	Attempted the exam
	Pass 1st attempt
	Pass within 3 attempts
	Pass within 6 attempts
	Failed all 6 attempts
	Eligible for retest
	Did not complete within 2  years

	Paramedic
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National 
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available

	California
	935
	81%
	88%
	88%
	0%
	12%
	0%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EMT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	National 
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available
	Not available

	California
	9,497
	47%
	56%
	56%
	0%
	44%
	0%


Attached are the pass/fail results by California’s training program for both EMT and paramedic broken down by local EMS agency. The data on the attached tables comes from queries of the NREMT data base and is not from California’s central registry.  National test results were not published by the NREMT at the time this issue memo was prepared.   
Here is the legend that explains the different categories for each column of the reports: 

Attempted the exam: Number of graduates that make at least one attempt at the exam.

First attempt pass: Number and percent of those who attempt the exam that pass on the first attempt.

Cumulative pass within 3 attempts: Number and percent of those who attempt the exam who pass on the first, second, or third attempt.

Cumulative pass within 6 attempts: Number and percent of those who attempt the exam who pass on the first, second, third, fourth, fifth, or sixth attempt.

Failed all 6 attempts: Number and percent of those who fail the exam six times.

Eligible for retest: Number and percent of those who failed their last attempt, but remain eligible for retest (less than six attempts, less than two years from course completion.)

Did not complete within 2 years: Number and percent of those who fail their last attempt and are no longer eligible for retest (more than two years from course completion.)
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