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DATE:

December 4, 2013
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP




Director

PREPARED BY:
Tonya Thomas

EMSC Program Coordinator  
SUBJECT:
Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools, EMSA #196
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve proposed revisions to the Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools, EMSA #196 
FISCAL IMPACT:
None known.   

DISCUSSION:

The Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools manual is meant to provide recommended procedures for school staff in responding to medical emergencies when the school nurse is not available and until emergency medical services responders arrive on scene.  The document was initially developed by San Diego and Alameda Counties, based on the second edition of the Ohio Emergency Guidelines for Schools, 2000.  
The Guidelines were piloted in thirteen schools in San Diego County and three schools in Alameda County and were enthusiastically received in the pilot areas by school nurses and educators as a layperson’s emergency medical reference tool. Once the pilot projects were completed, the draft Guidelines were extensively reviewed and revised by the local Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Coordinators Group and the EMSC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) comprised of local EMSC program managers, emergency physicians, nurses, and prehospital and administrative experts in EMSC.  
In this third edition, these expert groups again propose significant changes in these first aid guidelines to improve their clarity and consistency with current practice.  The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Authority is proposing changes to the Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools, EMSA #196.  

The EMS Authority collaborated with the California Department of Education and the California School Nurses Association who were supportive of the document.  The revised Emergency First Aid Guidelines for California Schools document was sent out for a 15 day public comment period from October 4, 2013 to October 21, 2013.  Comments that the EMS Authority received have been incorporated into the Guidelines and/or responded to as appropriate.  Upon approval by the Commission on EMS, the next step is planning to distribute this document to California schools in a cost effective manner.  A copy of the Guidelines is enclosed.
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