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SUBJECT:

Private EMS Prehospital Training Program Eligibility Requirements


RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive updated information on the current status of the regulatory provision for approving private training programs under the Department of Consumer Affairs, Bureau of Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education.
FISCAL IMPACT:

No fiscal impact.

DISCUSSION:
As reported at the June 24, 2009 Commission on EMS Meeting, the provision in regulations that allowed a private training program approved by the Bureau of Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education (BPPVE) to be eligible to provide an EMT training program is no longer available since the BPPVE became inoperative after June 30, 2007.  Although legislation (Assembly Bill 48, Portantino) has been introduced that would re-establish the BPPVE under the Department of Consumer Affairs, it is unknown whether this bill will be signed into law.
Under Health and Safety Code section 1797.173, the EMS Authority is responsible for assuring that all training programs for EMT-I, EMT-II, and EMT-P are located in an approved licensed hospital or an educational institution operated with written agreements with an acute care hospital, including a public safety agency that has been approved by the local emergency medical services agency to provide training.  Therefore, the EMS Authority advised all local EMS agency administrators in a letter dated August 13, 2009 that if an EMT training program was using BPPVE solely for institutional eligibility, the training program must be advised that the BPPVE avenue is no longer operative, and the program must meet one of the other avenues of eligibility, which include the following:  

1. Be an accredited university or college, including junior and community colleges,

2. Be a medical training unit of a branch of the Armed Forces or Coast Guard of the United States,

3. Be a licensed general acute care hospital which meets the following criteria:

A.  Hold a permit to operate a basic or comprehensive emergency medical service pursuant to the provisions of Division 5, California Code of Regulations,

B.  Provide continuing education to other health care professionals,

C.  Are accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations or the Healthcare Facilities Accreditation Program of the American Osteopathic Association.

4. Be an agency of government (local EMS agency or public safety agency with an approved EMT-I training program),

The EMS Authority further advised that accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs or the Western Association of Schools and Colleges or the Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools may be used to establish eligibility as an “accredited” university or college. 

Local EMS agencies are responsible for adherence to statutes and regulations when approving training programs under their approval authority.  Section 100072 of the EMT-I Regulations specifies that program approval may be withdrawn for non-compliance with any criterion for program approval. If after 60 days of notification, a BPPVE approved training program fails to complete the process of becoming approved under an alternative eligibility criteria or refuses to secure a new approval method, then the EMS Authority recommends that the local EMS agency begin the process of withdrawing the EMT training program approval.  

The EMS Authority is continuing to follow Assembly Bill 48 by Assembly Members Portantino and Niello.  This bill would recast and revise the former Private Postsecondary and Vocational Education Reform Act of 1989 as the California Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009.  It would also establish the Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education in the Department of Consumer Affairs as a successor agency to the BPPVE.  On August 28, 2009, AB 48 passed out of the Senate Appropriations Committee on a vote of 12 to 1.  
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