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EMS for Children Coordinator
SUBJECT:

EMS for Children
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on Emergency Medical Services for Children Program (EMSC).

FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION

EMSC Coordinators
EMSC Educational Conference:  The EMSC Coordinators are actively planning the 13th Annual EMSC conference.  The conference will be on November 16, 2010 in Sacramento.  The topics chosen for presentation are:  Family Centered Care, Emergency Childbirth in the Field, Haiti Disaster, Street Drugs, PURPLE-Shaken Baby Syndrome, Pediatric Jeopardy, and Child Maltreatment.  The registration form is now available on our website at www.emsa.ca.gov.

EMSC Grant Performance Measure Surveys:
In November of this year the EMSC program will once again be asking the Local EMS Agencies (LEMSAs) for assistance in completing the Pediatric Needs Assessment for 2010.  The California EMSC Program is required to annually collect responses from individual EMS provider agencies for each grant cycle in order to meet program accountability and performance measures required by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).  The EMS Authority will be relying on the LEMSA’s to assist in the collection of this data. Funding for California’s EMSC Program relies on this data collection and the progress on meeting grant performance measures.  The Assessment is focusing on two areas:  pediatric equipment and pediatric medical direction.  The responses will be very important as the information collected will help California EMSC better serve the needs of the EMS community in regards to children. The data provided will be kept confidential and will be aggregated with responses from all agencies for analysis purposes. 

More information and details will be forthcoming as we get closer. Your response to the survey questions will be of critical importance in identifying any existing gaps and improving emergency care for children in California. 

Care of Children in Emergency Departments – Hospital Survey
In partnership with Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Los Angeles Biomedical Research Institute, and local EMS agencies, the EMS Authority will survey hospitals throughout California to measure utilization of the National and State guidelines on the Care of Children in Emergency Departments.  Each hospital will have the opportunity to check their preparedness based on national and state guidelines and benchmark their performance to other hospitals within the state.  The survey process is expected to begin in the Fall.  
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