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DATE:

March 21, 2012
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP



Director

PREPARED BY:
Laura Little

BLS Coordinator, EMS Personnel Division
SUBJECT:

Public Safety First Aid Regulations 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on the Public Safety First Aid Regulation that includes Emergency Medical Responder (EMR).
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
DISCUSSION:

Assembly Bill (AB) 1245 (Williams)

AB 1245 was introduced on February 18, 2011 and initially would have required criminal background checks for EMRs.  During the legislative session, AB 1245 was amended multiple times and eventually the criminal background check requirement was removed and replaced with language that would allow the EMS Authority to adopt regulations for approval of standards for EMR training courses, and language that explicitly would not authorize an EMR independent scope of practice, license, certification, or a new category of emergency medical services personnel.  The amendments also would have allowed existing EMR training programs offered to law enforcement and firefighting personnel to continue training EMRs according to the Public Safety First Aid Regulations that were in effect on January 1, 2011.  AB 1245 was withdrawn from enrollment and ordered returned to the Senate on September 8, 2011.  The Governor’s Office recommended that stakeholders work on solutions to address their respective organization’s concerns. 
EMS Stakeholder Engagement

On February 15, 2012, the EMS Authority convened a stakeholder group meeting and with the assistance of a facilitator is attempting to move forward on a path to implement the EMR in California.  The first meeting was well attended and progress was made.  All of the attendees agreed to support the implementation of EMR in California.   The EMS Authority is compiling the information gathered from this meeting and is planning future meetings of the stakeholder group. 
EMR Task Force 

The EMS Authority (Authority) had convened a task force of EMS stakeholders to assist the Authority at making recommendations to amend the First Aid Standards for Public Safety Personnel, Chapter 1.5, Division 9, Title 22, California Code of Regulations.  The task force completed their work April 7, 2011, and made a number of recommendations that included:

1. Changing the title of this chapter to “Standards and Training for Public Safety Personnel and Emergency Medical Responder”.  
2. Provisions for optional tactical first aid training for law enforcement personnel. 
3. A proposed scope of practice for public safety first trained personnel, 
4. A proposed scope of practice for EMR consistent with the National Scope of Practice Model, 
5. Training standards for both public safety personnel and EMR.  The EMR training standards are proposed to be consistent with the U.S. D.O.T. Educational Standards and Instructional Guidelines.  
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