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DATE:

September 23, 2009
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Bonnie Sinz, RN

Chief, EMS Systems Division 
SUBJECT:

California EMS Information System (CEMSIS) Update and request 



for approval of the California Emergency Medical Services 




Information System – Trauma data dictionary.



RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Approve the California Emergency Medical Services Information System – Trauma data dictionary.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION:
The CEMSIS project is divided into CEMSIS – EMS and CEMSIS – Trauma.  The CEMSIS project management and IT support for the program is funded by the Office of Traffic Safety grant received by EMSA.   Local Assistance funding is being provided to local EMS agencies upon request for participation in CEMSIS-EMS and/or CEMSIS-Trauma.  The following local EMS agencies will be participating in the first year of the data collection process (not all will be receiving funding):
CEMSIS-EMS



CEMSIS-Trauma

Alameda




Alameda

Imperial




Coastal Valleys

Contra Costa




Inland Counties

Los Angeles




Los Angeles

Marin





Merced

Merced




Mountain Valley

Monterey




NorCal

NorCal




North Coast

North Coast




Orange

Orange




Riverside

CEMSIS-EMS



CEMSIS-Trauma
Riverside




San Diego

San Benito




Santa Barbara

San Luis Obispo



Santa Clara

San Mateo




Sierra-Sacramento Valley

Santa Barbara

Sierra-Sacramento Valley

Based on our current timeline, CEMSIS will begin accepting data from the participating local EMS agencies November 1, 2009.
CEMSIS – EMS  
In support of CEMSIS – EMS, the EMS Authority has subcontracted with the Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS Agency to utilize their current contractor to include EMS data from participating local EMS agencies.  

The EMS Authority is working closely with the National EMS Information System (NEMSIS) Technical Assistance Center (TAC) to ensure CEMSIS remains compliant with the NEMSIS data standards.  The CEMSIS – EMS data dictionary (approved by the EMS Commission) has been updated to include all code values for each data element. An XSD has also been created and is on the EMS Authority website.  CEMSIS – EMS documents are provided to local EMS agencies, provider agencies and EMS data system vendors on request and are also available on the EMS Authority’s website at http://www.emsa.ca.gov/systems/default.asp#Data  
The CEMSIS – EMS education program for local EMS agencies, EMS provider agencies and EMS data vendors will be sponsored by the EMS Authority at nine locations throughout the state in September/October 2009 (Flier attached).  Locations include:
1. Eureka

2. Redding

3. Sacramento

4. Bay Area 

5. Fresno

6. Rancho Cucamonga

7. Orange County 
8. San Diego

9. Santa Barbara

CEMSIS – Trauma

The final draft of the CEMSIS – Trauma data dictionary has been completed with revisions made based on comments received during two public comment periods.  The first draft of the dictionary was based on a previous version of the National Trauma Data Standards (NTDS) and went through a public comment period from September 18, 
2007 through November 27, 2007.  Comments were received and the dictionary revised.  After this process, the NTDS went through a revision process.  California delayed its CEMSIS – Trauma dictionary development until after the new NTDS was published in November 2008.  The California trauma dictionary was then revised based on the new NTDS and a second public comment period was provided from March 23, 2009 through May 22, 2009.  Comments were received by EMS and trauma constituent groups throughout the State.  Overall, the dictionary was well received with minor revisions made based on comments received.  The Trauma Advisory Committee reviewed and approved the document on August 28, 2009 with minor revisions.  The CEMSIS – Trauma dictionary is fully compliant with the NTDS and is ready for EMS Commission approval.  The dictionary and spreadsheet showing comments received and responses from the EMS Authority, CEMSIS-Trauma Committee and State Trauma Advisory Committee will be mailed to the EMS Commissioners as a separate mailing. 
In support of CEMSIS – Trauma, the EMS Authority has subcontracted with the Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS Agency to expand their current local trauma registry to include trauma data from participating local EMS agencies.  The CEMSIS – Trauma program is an application designed to electronically accept trauma center data from local EMS agencies throughout the state.  This data is necessary to assess performance, quality, utilization and prevention, benchmark against existing national standards and to inform future policy decisions and provide direction for the California’ State Trauma System.  This project updates CEMSIS – Trauma to be in compliance with and capable of participating in the national trauma data collection efforts through the National Trauma Data Bank.  

Crash Medical Outcomes Data Project

The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has been funded through the Office of Traffic Safety to link Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) with medical data sources to develop medical and health causes and consequences of crash victimization.  The Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) hospital discharge and emergency department data bases will be a valuable source of the needed medical data.  The linked information will be made available to everyone, including policy makers and citizens who normally lack the precise information they need to make decisions about traffic safety and injury prevention.  
This project is part of the California Strategic Highway Safety Plan.  As the CEMSIS project includes plans for similar data linkages, the EMS Authority is a member of this project’s Advisory Committee.  The CDPH and EMS Authority will work collaboratively in the development of a complete information system for highway crash data.
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