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DATE:		March 20, 2013

TO:			Commission on EMS

FROM:		Howard Backer, MD, MPH, FACEP
Director

PREPARED BY:	Lisa Schoenthal, Division Chief
	Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:		Catastrophic Disaster Planning Projects


RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on the EMS Authority’s participation in four current catastrophic disaster planning projects.  

FISCAL IMPACT:

None

DISCUSSION:

The EMS Authority is currently participating in the San Francisco Bay Area Earthquake Readiness Response: Concept of Operations Plan (CONPLAN), the Southern California Earthquake Catastrophic Response Plan, the Cascadia Subduction Zone Earthquake and Tsunami Catastrophic Response Plan and the Northern California Flood Catastrophic Response Plan.  The purpose of each plan is to prepare for a coordinated State and Federal response to a catastrophic event in order to support the needs of the impacted community.  These catastrophic plans are developed for specific types of events that are anticipated in California.  The plans focus on geographic areas within California that are prone to certain disasters, such as earthquakes, tsunamis, and floods. By planning in advance, the State is able to improve its response efforts in the event of a catastrophic event.  These plans were created or are being developed as a collaborative effort with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the California Emergency Management Agency (Cal EMA), various State Departments and local partners.   

The San Francisco Bay Area Earthquake Readiness Response CONPLAN was created in 2008 and is a component of the Concept of Operations for the joint State and Federal response to a catastrophic incident in California.  The CONPLAN was developed for a magnitude 7.9 earthquake along the San Andreas Fault in Northern California. The plan includes an annex specific to public health and medical services.  The EMS Authority will be exercising Emergency Operations Center components of the plan for the Golden Guardian 2013 exercise in May and will be exercising the tiered Disaster Medical Response System components of the plan at a full scale field exercise in August 2013.  Revisions to the plan are anticipated based upon lessons learned from Golden Guardian 2013.

The Southern California Catastrophic Earthquake Response Plan was released on January 1, 2011 and is based on a magnitude 7.8 earthquake on the southern San Andreas Fault.  The focus of the plan is the coordination of State and Federal response efforts.  The plan includes an appendix specific to public health and medical services, including providing acute care services and executing patient evacuation/movement.  Currently, the Regional Disaster Medical Health Specialists are scheduled to work with the EMS Authority and the Operating Areas (OAs) to develop planning templates for OAs and hospitals to receive medical resources, including personnel, following an event.     
  
The Cascadia Subduction Zone Earthquake and Tsunami Catastrophic Plan work group was created in 2011 and a draft was released in December 2012.  This plan outlines a magnitude 9.0 earthquake on the Cascadia Fault and the ensuing tsunami on the northwest coast of the United States and Canada.   The plan emphasizes the geographical constraints placed on this part of California, unlike the Bay Area or Southern California.  The likelihood is that all major highways to the counties of Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte will be affected by the earthquake due to damage to the roadways, bridges and landslides thus rendering them impassable.  The plan also emphasizes the fact besides California, the States of Oregon and Washington will also be affected by this event and that Federal assets may be deployed to larger population centers such as Portland and Seattle.  The EMS Authority has been designated as the California Health and Human Services Agency co-lead in conjunction with the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) Region IX in developing this plan.  EMS Authority staff presented at a public health and medical planning meeting held in Sacramento on January 31 and February 1, 2013 with the States of Washington and Oregon, ASPR, FEMA, and California partners including the State Military Department and the California Department of Public Health.

The Northern California Catastrophic Flood Response Plan is currently in the early stages of its planning efforts and will address the areas prone to flooding in the northern region of California due to an atmospheric storm.  This plan is a Cal EMA led initiative and the focus is on response in coordination with other State agencies. The initial planning meeting is scheduled for March 2013. 
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