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September 23, 2009
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Johnathan Jones, RN, BSN

Trauma and Specialty Care Coordinator
SUBJECT:

Stroke/STEMI System Update
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Receive information regarding the STEMI/Stroke Systems.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
DISCUSSION
The local EMS agencies (LEMSAs) continue to develop local optional STEMI (ST segment elevation myocardial infarction - a heart attack recognized on an EKG) and/or Stroke Care Systems. The systems’ structure and depth vary from LEMSA to LEMSA.  To date, the EMS Authority has identified the following LEMSAs as developing/implementing an approach to STEMI and/or Stroke Care: Alameda, Central California, Coastal Valleys, Contra Costa, Inland Counties, Kern, Los Angeles, Marin, Merced, NorCal, Orange, Riverside, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, and Ventura EMS.   
STEMI Systems  
The State STEMI Work Group is co-convened by the American Heart Association and California Department of Public Health Heart Disease Prevention Program. The work group is developing recommendations for the Early Management of Adults with ST-segment Elevation Myocardial Infarction (STEMI): A Statewide Plan for California.   In addition, the EMS Authority participates on the Western States STEMI (Mission Lifeline) Task Force.
The EMS Authority has received for review the first draft of the STEMI System recommendations and is working collaboratively with the Department of Public Health (CDPH) Heart Disease Prevention Program. CDPH has received and is collating responses from the CDPH recognized experts and has scheduled a face-to-face meeting for September 2, 2009 in Sacramento to discuss submitted responses.
Stroke Systems
The State Stroke Work Group is co-convened by the American Stroke Association and California Department of Public Health Stroke Prevention Program. The Stroke Work Group is developing recommendations for Stroke care throughout California - “Recommendations for the Establishment of an Optimal Statewide System of Acute Stroke Care: A Statewide Plan for California.”  EMS Authority staff have reviewed the first draft and provided CDPH with recommended revisions, integrating EMS throughout the document in a manner consistent with the existing statutes and regulations concerning EMS in California.  Many of these suggested revisions were adopted into the document.  Additionally, the EMS Authority reviewed the final draft with the local EMS agencies on the Stroke Work Group and additional comments were provided to CDPH.  CDPH has finalized the document based on all comments received and does not have any future meetings or comment periods scheduled.  CDPH is currently finalizing the document for release.  
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