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DATE:

September 23, 2009




TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD





Director

PREPARED BY:
Jeffrey L. Rubin, Chief


Disaster Medical Services Division

SUBJECT:

Introduction of Regional Disaster Medical/Health Specialists
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding the Regional Disaster Medical/Health Coordinator (RDMHC) and Regional Disaster Medical/Health Specialist (RDMHS) Program and introduction of RDMHSs to the Commission on EMS.
FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
DISCUSSION:

The Regional Disaster Medical Health Coordinator (RDMHC) represents the policy interests of the six OES mutual aid regions and the state as they relate to medical and health mutual aid and the development of a regional response system for the various Operational Areas within the mutual aid region. The RDMHC role is established by statute in California Health and Safety Code, Division 2.5, Chapter 3, Article 4, Section 1797.152.  The RDMHC is a volunteer, non-paid position. 
The Regional Disaster Medical/Health Specialist (RDMHS) assists in the development of a coordinated regional disaster medical and health response system.  As such, the RDMHS works with the RDMHC and receives policy guidance and direction from the RDMHC concerning regional issues. The RDMHS also receives, as a regional representative of the State, policy guidance and direction from the California Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMS Authority) in coordination and cooperation with the California Department of Public Health (CDPH).  Where an RDMHC does not exist in a given region, the RDMHS coordinates the policy interests of the region. 

The RDMHS concept was developed beginning in 1995 to provide staff support to the

RDMHC. The purpose of the program was to improve the provision of medical and health

emergency response within the mutual aid regions.  Original funding for the program was through the Federal Prevention 2000 Block Grant program.  During program development, local EMS Agencies (LEMSA) in three mutual aid regions were given funding to support one (1) FTE while LEMSAs in the other three regions were given funds at approximately a one-half (½) FTE.  Beginning in FY 2000/2001, General Fund support was provided to the RDMHS system through Local Assistance Contracts to a LEMSA within each of the six mutual aid regions to hire a full-time staff member.  This funding lasted until FY 04/05 when General Fund reductions forced the EMS Authority to seek partial replacement funding for the Program from other sources.  An Interagency Agreement (IA) between the EMS Authority and CDPH was established to share the expense of funding the six full-time RDMHS positions. The EMS Authority and CDPH now divide the cost equally at 50% each under a year-to-year agreement.

The functions of the RDMHS are to manage and improve the regional medical and health

mutual aid and mutual cooperation systems; coordinate medical and health resources; support development of the Medical and Health Operational Area Disaster Response

System; and, support the State medical and health response system through the development of information and emergency management systems.

RDMHSs have been instrumental in developing the policies, plans, procedures and infrastructure of California’s medical/health mutual aid system.  They have responded to innumerable emergencies and disasters coordinating resource assistance and providing situation reports on the extent of the event and its impact on the health care systems and the populace.  Their expertise is sought by government agencies, health care partners, and community organizations.  They are valuable partners of the EMS Authority who perform key disaster-related medical and health functions within their mutual aid region.
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