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EMS Medical Directors: Angelo Salvucci, Benjamin Squire

Local EMS Agencies: Santa Barbara County EMS, Ventura County EMS, Los Angeles County (Pasadena Fire)

Santa Barbara:
Total number of ambulances in County:  41
Total other ALS response vehicles:  15
List of ALS agencies:  American Medical Response, Carpinteria-Summerland Fire Department, Montecito Fire Department, Santa Barbara County Fire Department
Anticipated locations of training:  Santa Maria, Buellton, Santa Barbara
Total number of paramedics that would need training:  167

Ventura:
Total number of ambulances in County: 33
Total other ALS response vehicles: 27 (this includes 1 air squad)
List of ALS agencies: AMR, Gold Coast, Lifeline, Ventura County Fire, Ventura City Fire, Ventura County Sheriff's SAR, Fillmore Fire Dept.
Anticipated locations of training: Moorpark, Camarillo, Oxnard, Ventura, Fillmore, Thousand Oaks, Ojai
Total number of paramedics that would need training: 252

Pasadena Fire Department: 
Total number of ambulances: 5 ALS 
Total other ALS response vehicles: 10
Total number of paramedics that would need training: 90

Proposed procedure: Insertion of the Air-Q supraglottic  airway for airway management

Description of the procedure: Insertion of the Air-Q supraglottic  airway for airway management

Description of medical conditions for which procedure will be utilized: 
1. Cardiac Arrest
2. Respiratory Failure with decreased level of consciousness
3. Altered mental status requiring airway intervention

Alternatives: BVM ventilation, Endotracheal intubation

Estimated frequency of use:
Santa Barbara County EMS: 20 cardiac arrests per month
Ventura County EMS: 50 cardiac arrests per month
Pasadena Fire Department: 8 cardiac arrests per month

We anticipate that the majority of Air-Q use with be in cardiac arrest while use will be allowed in other patients where airway management is required.  Since the Air-Q will likely not be used in all cardiac arrests, we would estimate a total of ~40 uses per month.

Recommended policies:

The Air-Q can be used as an alternative to either bag valve mask ventilation, endotracheal intubation or other supraglottic airways (King-LT or Combitube).  When used in place of bag valve mask ventilation the Air-Q has a significant advantage that once placed, it is easy to maintain an airway seal and provide positive pressure ventilation with a single provider.  When used in place of endotracheal intubation the Air-Q has the advantage of ease of placement, rapid placement and rare occurrences of misplacement.  Previous experience has shown that placement of the Air-Q requires minimal training to achieve a high success rate.  Theoretical benefits of the Air-Q over other supraglottic airways (King-LT or Combitube) include lower risk of airway trauma, lower risk of carotid occlusion due to balloon pressure and faster placement due to no need to inflate a balloon.  

Medical control:  Off line medical control according to protocols in each LEMSA.  Online medical control as dictated by LEMSA protocol and as needed.  


