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DATE:


June 23, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM: 

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM




Director

PREPARED BY:
June Iljana, Deputy Director

SUBJECT: 

Legislative Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information regarding EMS-related legislation.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.

DISCUSSION:

EMS-RELATED BILLS –2009/2010 LEGISLATION SESSION

The information in this report is accurate as of May 19, 2010.

Bills in the Legislature

AB 511/De La Torre, Medi-Cal:  ambulance providers:  quality assurance fees

Status:
1/7/2010; Senate Health Committee

· This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would require the State Department of Health Care Services to establish a quality assurance fee program for ambulance providers within the Medi-Cal program. According to the author’s office, this bill will move in late-June or July.
AB 1272/Hill, Emergency medical services:  trauma center:  helicopter landing pad

Status:
Amended 5/12/2010; Senate Health Committee

· This bill would require a local emergency medical service to include within its trauma system plan the provision of air transport of trauma patients to, and between, trauma centers, if the local emergency medical service agency elects to implement a trauma system.
AB 1660/Salas, Airports: emergency aircraft flights for medical purposes.
Status:
4/29/2010; Senate, Transportation & Health

· Existing law exempts an emergency aircraft flight for emergency medical purposes from local ordinances that restrict flight departures and arrivals to particular hours of the day or night, /of aircraft based upon the aircraft's noise level, or that restrict the operation of certain types of aircraft. This bill would also exempt from the above types of local ordinances the aircraft or equipment used during a medical emergency, or emergency personnel and first responders involved in treating the medical emergency, for purposes of returning to its base of operation.

AB 1932/Hernandez, Medi-Cal: ambulance transportation services: reimbursement service levels.

Status:
5/19/2010; Senate Desk
· This bill would authorize the department to utilize certain service levels for purposes of determining reimbursement rates for emergency and non-emergency basic life and advance life support transportation and specialty care transportation, as defined.
AB 2153/Lieu, Emergency room crowding.
Status:
5/6/2010; Senate Health Committee

· This bill would require hospital emergency departments to calculate and record a crowding score every four hours, with exceptions, to assess the crowding condition of its emergency department and to develop and implement a full-capacity protocol for each of the categories of the crowding scale, as defined.
AB 2173/Beall, Emergency air medical transportation providers: penalty levy: reimbursement augmentation.

Status:
4/28/2010; Assembly Appropriations Suspense File
· This bill would establish the Emergency Air Medical Transportation Act Fund in each county to collect an additional $3 levy per $10 fine on traffic fines which would be used to augment Medi-Cal reimbursement paid to emergency air medical transportation services providers.

AB 2248/Hernandez, Emergency medical care.

Status:
5/13/2010; Senate Rules Committee
· This bill would require counties that have established an emergency medical services fund for reimbursement of emergency medical services (EMS) related costs, to include additional information in their required annual report to the Legislature. The report currently includes the fund balance and the amount of moneys disbursed to physicians and surgeons, hospitals, and “other emergency medical services purposes.” This bill would require the report to describe the other medical services purposes. 
AB 2456/Torrico, Emergency medical services: regulation.

Status:
5/19/2010; Senate Desk
· This bill would specify that the guidelines of the Emergency Medical Services Authority shall include medical control, require local EMS agencies to adhere to the guidelines in all areas of administration, and would require the local EMS agencies to follow the guidelines of the authority when establishing local policies and procedures required by statute or regulation. 

AB 2699/Bass, Healing arts: licensure exemption: immunity from liability.

Status:
5/19/2010; Senate Desk
· Existing law provides an exemption from state licensure and regulation requirements for a healing arts practitioner licensed in another state who offers or provides health care for which he or she is licensed during a state of emergency upon request of the Director of the Emergency Medical Services Authority. This bill would extend the licensure exemption and provide liability immunity to a practitioner who provides health care for which he or she is licensed in another state: (1) to uninsured or underinsured persons, (2) on a short-term voluntary basis (3) in association with a sponsoring entity that registers with the Medical Board of California, and (4) without charge to the recipient or a 3rd party on behalf of the recipient. 

SB 1051/Huff, Emergency medical assistance: administration of diastat.

Status:
5/13/2010; Senate Appropriations
· The bill would allow a parent or guardian of a pupil with epilepsy who has been prescribed diastat by the pupil's health care provider to request the pupil's school to have one or more of its employees receive voluntary training, as specified, in order to administer diastat, as defined, in the event that the pupil suffers a seizure when a nurse is not available.
SB 1368/Committee on Health, Health care.

Status:
5/17/2010; Assembly Desk
· Existing law requires each county establishing an emergency medical services fund for the reimbursement of physicians, surgeons, and hospitals for uncompensated emergency medical services to report the status of the fund to the Legislature each year. This bill would, instead, require the report to be sent to the Emergency Medical Services Authority, and would require the Authority to compile and forward a summary report to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature.
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