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DATE:

March 24, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Nancy Steiner, Chief, EMS Personnel Division
SUBJECT:

EMT-2010 Project:  Paramedic Regulations
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Approve the additional, proposed revisions to the Paramedic Regulations. 
FISCAL IMPACT:
Included in the proposed revisions to the Paramedic Regulations are two incremental increases in the paramedic licensure fee.  The first increase of $35 would take effect July 1, 2010 and the second $35 increase would take effect July 1, 2011.  
DISCUSSION:

The EMS Authority entered into a formal rulemaking to amend the Paramedic Regulations and afforded a 45-day public comment period on the proposed revisions followed by a 15-day public comment period for additional changes made following comments received during the 45-day public comment period.  At the December 2, 2009 Commission on EMS Meeting, the members voted to approve the final, proposed revisions to the Paramedic Regulations (California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 9, Chapter 4).  The proposed revisions included the following: 
· Updating Section 100159 to reflect the new national standards for paramedic training,

· Adding a provision in Section 100166 to allow up to a 6 month extension on a paramedic license when an individual is deployed for active military duty, and the individual’s license expires during the time they are on active duty or less than 6 months from the date the individual is deactivated/released from active duty. 

· Increasing the paramedic licensure fee by $70 to be phased in over two years - $35 in Fiscal Year 2010 and $35 in Fiscal Year 2011.

Following this action by the Commission on EMS, the EMS Authority filed the rulemaking file for this regulatory action with the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on January 14, 2010.  During the 30-day review by the OAL attorney, a correction to the Initial Statement of Reasons regarding the paramedic licensure fee and a few non-substantial corrections to the text of the Paramedic Regulations were identified.  The EMS Authority subsequently withdrew the regulatory action, made the identified corrections, and mailed to all interested parties the amended Initial Statement of Reasons and the additional, non-substantive changes to the text of the regulations.  The corrections included the following:

· The Initial Statement of Reasons was amended to specify that an evaluation was conducted to determine if the paramedic licensure fee of $125, established in 1995, was sufficient to fund the actual costs of the EMS Authority’s licensure, licensure renewal and enforcement programs.  The evaluation showed that beginning in Fiscal Year 2009/2010, there would be a $277,000 shortage between projected revenue ($1,315,000) and the costs of the licensure ($483,000) and enforcement ($1,109,000) programs.  At the time of the evaluation, it was also determined that the licensure program was in need of an additional Program Technician to process applications to ensure that paramedic renewal applications were processed on time before licensure expiration because the number of licensees had increased from 7,953 in 1994 to over 10,000 in 2008, and during that time there had been no increase in the number of technicians performing the licensure function.
· Section 100159 (Required Course Content) of the Paramedic Regulations was amended to show the updated website address for accessing the EMS Education Standards and the Paramedic Instructional Guidelines.
· Section 100166 (License Renewal) of the Paramedic Regulations was amended to provide a more accurate reference citation for the United States Code at the end of the section. 

Attached for your review are the following:

· An amended copy of the Initial Statement of Reasons with changes shown in underline for additions and strike out for deletions.

· A final draft of the proposed changes to the Paramedic Regulations with changes shown in underline for additions and strike out for deletions. 

Under separate cover, you will receive the following:

· The table of public comments and the EMS Authority’s responses to the comments received during the 15-day public comment period. 
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