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DATE:

March 24, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Nancy Steiner, Chief, EMS Personnel Division
SUBJECT:
Training Programs’ Students’ Pass/Fail Rates on the NREMT Exam
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Receive information on Calendar Year 2008 and 2009 pass rates, by school, of EMT-I and Paramedic students taking the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT) exams, which are California’s designated certification and licensure exams.  

FISCAL IMPACT:
No fiscal impact.
DISCUSSION:

Enclosed for your review are NREMTs’ pass rates by school for students taking the EMT-Basic and EMT-Paramedic didactic exams (computer based test) in Calendar Years 2008 and 2009.  The results are listed by school under the local EMS agency where the training is occurring.  
A student taking the didactic exam is given three attempts to pass.  Upon failing the exam three times, the student must then take the appropriate refresher course that meets the NREMT standards.  The student then is given three more attempts to pass the exam.  After failing the exam after the sixth attempt, the student is required to complete the whole training course over again in order to be eligible to take the exam.  As you will see from the attached results, the majority of students passed within the first three attempts, and very few students failed all six attempts.
In reviewing the pass rates, it is important to recognize that there are some factors to be considered that may have a positive or negative impact on the results.  These factors include the following: 

· Private training programs can be more selective in the students they allow into their programs than can community colleges. 
· Exam results only tell part of the story.  Missing is information about students’ academic performance and preparation before entering a training program.

· Students that pay a large sum of money to attend a private or university program may be more motivated to do well in the training since a lot of money is at stake.
· Some training programs work hard to remediate “marginal” students even though the training program staff evaluation is that these “marginal” students may not pass the NREMT exam on their first attempt, while other training programs may choose to flunk the “marginal” students before they get to the end of the course.  (Some EMS constituents have expressed a concern that if the NREMT pass rates are published training programs, where possible, may be more selective in the students they enroll and may more readily flunk “marginal” students rather than spend time remediating these students.)   

The EMS Authority will be posting the NREMT pass rates on the website. 
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