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EMS for Children Coordinator
SUBJECT:

EMS for Children
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on Emergency Medical Services for Children Program (EMSC).

FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION

Performance Measure Update: The National EMSC Data Analysis Resource Center (NEDARC) is requesting information from the EMS Authority, EMSC program, to begin preparation in assisting us in the performance measure data collection process for the 2010-2011 EMSC grant period.  NEDARC revised the survey questions based on data collection and issues pertaining to the questions from the 2008 survey process.  The surveys will be ready by March 2010.   
As a grantee, we are required to collect data for the data-related performance measures (PM) for the following performance measures:

· Percentage of BLS prehospital providers that have on-line medical direction.  We will not survey ALS on-line because California met the federal target of 90% in the 2008 survey process.

· Percentage of ALS and BLS providers that have off-line medical direction

· Percentage of patient care units that have essential pediatric equipment and supplies as outlined in national guidelines.

· Percentage of hospitals that have written interfacility transfer guidelines and transfer agreements that cover pediatric patients.

The data collection starts in March, 2010 and we will have until the end of February, 2011 to complete our data collection.
EMSC Coordinators
Performance Measure Data:  At the January 29, 2010 EMSC Coordinator meeting, Coordinators reported on steps they have taken to improve the 2010 performance measure survey process.  Some of the steps the Coordinators are taking within their county/region are as follows:  
· Identified weaknesses in how the questions were previously answered;

· Training sessions for the EMS providers who will be participating in the survey process; and

· Distributed the revised national pediatric equipment list to all of their EMS providers.
The Coordinators reviewed a draft of the revised survey questions and were satisfied with the changes NEDARC made to the surveys.
EMSC Educational Conference:  Beginning stages for the planning of our 13th annual EMSC conference has started.  The conference will be on November 16, 2010 in Sacramento.  Further details will be available in June. 
Quality Indicators (QI):  Pediatric QI indicators were tested in four counties.  Testing was very limited and collection resulted in incomplete testing.  The concern raised by members regarded factual vs. QI indicator data.
The approved indicators will be programmed into CEMSIS for statewide use.
EMSC Technical Advisory Committee (TAC):
Family Centered Care:  An Ad Hoc was formed to begin developing Family Centered Care Guidelines for EMS.  The guidelines will encompass prehospital and when to utilize “family centered care’ in the field based on level of emergency.  The subcommittee will also look at current research for prehospital/emergency department utilization.

Pediatric Trauma:  A pediatric trauma report was presented to the EMSC TAC and EMSC Coordinators on January 28, 2010.  The trauma report was based on 10 LEMSAs representing 20 counties and 41 trauma centers.  As a result of the data presented the following was recommended:

· Need to bring LEMSAs and epidemiologists together for CEMSIS data review and utilization

· Request for back data (2008) to look at seasonal trends, and

· Data can support injury prevention.

An Ad Hoc group was formed to begin working on injury prevention.

Intensive Care Services for the Pediatric Trauma Patient:  The document will be presented to the EMS Commission March 24, 2010 for approval.

EMSC Disaster Preparedness Guidelines:  Local EMS Agencies and Hospitals:  Both sets of guidelines will be presented the EMS Commission March 24, 2010 for approval.

Guidelines for Pediatric Interfacility Transport Programs and Transfer Agreement:   Pending final review.  Once finalized, the guidelines will be presented to the EMS Commission in June 2010 for approval.
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