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DATE:

June 23, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Sean Trask, Manager, Personnel Standards Unit

SUBJECT:

EMS Personnel Regulations Update

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
1. Approve amendments to the Advanced EMT (AEMT) Regulations. 

2. Receive information on the status of the proposed revisions to the EMT, AEMT, Disciplinary, and Central Registry Regulations. 
FISCAL IMPACT:
Beginning July 1, 2010 EMTs and AEMTs will experience either a $37 or a $75 increase in certification fees to support the EMS Authority’s additional responsibilities required by Assembly Bill 2917.  The $75 fee will be required for anybody who is either initially certifying or recertifying who will need to obtain a criminal background check.  The $37 fee will be required for those individuals who would be current in the criminal background check system.   

Local EMS agencies may experience additional costs for conducting investigations and appeals that may lead to certification action.  Reimbursement for actual Administrative Law Judge costs will be available which is supported by the certifying fees previously mentioned.   
DISCUSSION:

With the exception of one section of the AEMT Regulations, the Office of Administrative Law has approved the changes to the AEMT Regulations, the EMT Regulations, the Disciplinary Regulations, and the Central Registry Regulations.  The revisions to the regulations were filed with the Secretary of State on May 18, 2010 and will take effect 30 days from that date.  

Advanced EMT Regulations

Section 100105 titled Application of Chapter was disapproved by OAL because it did not meet the clarity standard.  The rest of the AEMT Chapter of Regulations was approved.  OAL is allowing 120-days for the EMS Authority to make amendments to this section for clarity, release this section for public comment, obtain approval from the Commission on EMS, and resubmit this section for review by OAL.  

The issues raised by OAL pertain to the impact evaluation and public hearing processes by a local EMS agency and/or public safety agency regarding the displacement of paramedics or AEMTs accredited in the local optional scope (former EMT-IIs) by implementing new AEMT services.  According to OAL, the agency responsible (LEMSA or public safety agency) for creating the impact evaluation and holding the public hearing were not clearly defined in the proposed regulations.  The EMS Authority has amended this section and released it for a 15-day public comment period and is presenting these amendments along with the summary of comments and responses to the Commission on EMS for review.   

Attached for your information are the EMT, AEMT (except Section 100105), Disciplinary, and Central Registry Regulations that were approved by OAL.  The final copy of the amended text of Section 100105 of the AEMT Regulations along with the summary of comments and responses from the 15-day public comment period will be mailed to the Commissioners prior to the June 23, 2010 meeting.     

Attachments  
EMT Regulations
Advanced EMT Regulations
Disciplinary Regulations
Model Disciplinary Orders
Central Registry Regulations
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