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DATE:

June 23, 2010
TO:


Commission on EMS

FROM:

R. Steven Tharratt, MD, MPVM



Director
PREPARED BY:
Phillip Leach, LVN

CEMSIS Program Manager 

SUBJECT:
California Emergency Medical Services Information System (CEMSIS)

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
Receive information on CEMSIS.
FISCAL IMPACT:
None.
DISCUSSION:
The goal of the Emergency Medical Services Authority (EMSA) is to implement the California EMS Information System (CEMSIS) to include statewide data on EMS and Trauma activities throughout the State.  Utilizing grant funding from the Office of Traffic Safety, implementation of CEMSIS is subcontracted with Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS agency.  In addition, local assistance funding is provided to local EMS agencies upon request to participate in CEMSIS.

The first year of CEMSIS funding to the local EMS agencies will end June 30, 2010.  In the first funding year trauma center data was submitted by eleven (11) local EMS agencies representing 27 counties more than 30,000 records.  The second year of local assistance funding will be provided to local EMS agencies upon request. Twenty-seven out of 31 local EMS agencies have agreed to participate in CEMSIS for EMS and/or trauma center data with our without local assistance funding.
EMSA is in the process of developing data use agreement policies. Although the system is in its infancy, there is a request for data to be used in a grant project funded by the California Office of Traffic Safety with the Safe Transportation Research and Education Center in Berkeley. This project helps to establish the value of using EMS/Trauma data with Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System data to improve survivability in a motor vehicle crash situation. 

CEMSIS – EMS  
The EMS Authority contracted with the Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS (SSV) Agency who contracts with Lancet Technology to create a CEMSIS – EMS database, to customize their software to accept EMS data.  The EMS project was set to begin after the CEMSIS –Trauma project was launched. 

The CEMSIS – EMS project was delayed because the CEMSIS-Trauma project ran behind schedule.  Lancet Technology customized their software to be compliant with the National EMS Information System (NEMSIS) standard and set an April 1st targeted start date. 

The first EMS data call was April 1, 2010.  A discrepancy was discovered between the CEMSIS Data Dictionary and XSD which created difficulties with the transmission of XML documents. A solution for the discrepancy will be in place before June 1, 2010 and communicated to all end-users. 

CEMSIS – Trauma

The EMS Authority contracted with the SSV EMS Agency who also contracts with Lancet Technology to expand their current local trauma registry to include trauma data from participating local EMS agencies.

The initial trauma data was received into the CEMSIS – Trauma database in November 2009 to reflect January through June 2009.  To ensure quality data is received into CEMSIS – Trauma the data is required to be validated using the validation tool provided by Lancet Technology. There were some minor coding errors encountered which are being resolved.  

CEMSIS-Trauma’s second data call commenced April 15, 2010 with successful transmission of data reflecting July through September 2009 in process.  . 
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