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  STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COMMISSION ON EMS

MARINES MEMORIAL CLUB AND HOTEL
609 SUTTER STREET – CRYSTAL BALLROOM
SAN FRANCISCO, CA  94102
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2008
MINUTES

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Sheldon Gilbert, David Herfindahl, MD, Ramon W. Johnson, MD, Colleen Kuhn, Bruce Lee, Robert Mackersie, MD, Anmol Mahal, MD, Helen Najar, Matthew Powers, Jane Smith, Lewis Stone 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:

Eugene Hardin, MD, Louis (Lou) K. Meyer, Steve Stranathan, Chris Van Gorder
EMS AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:
Reba Anderson, Johnathan Jones, Steve McGee, Tom McGinnis, Donna Nicolaus, Juan Perez, Misty Polasik, Jeff Rubin, Lisa Schoenthal, Bonnie Sinz, Dan Smiley, Nancy Steiner, Charles Teddington, R. Steven Tharratt, MD, Sean Trask 
AUDIENCE PRESENT:

Mike Thomas, Emergency Training Service, Inc.
Priscilla Leighton, Emergency Training Service, Inc.

Jeff Furrows, Santa Monica Fire Department

Nancy Lapolla, Santa Barbara EMSA

Bruce Haynes, MD, CPPD

Linda Anderson, RN, CPD

Michael Frenn, EMSAAC-Solano

Virginia Hastings, ICEMA

Debbie Becker, Central CA EMS Agency

Jarod Middleton, Foothill College

Barry Fisher, Ventura EMS

Karen L. Doe, RN, ENA
Belinda Schafer, Butte College EMS

Marcy Metz, San Diego EMS

Greg Boswell, OCEMS

Eric Rudnick, Nor-Cal EMS

Marv Hartwig, Rancho Cucamonga Fire
Larry Karsteadt, North Coast EMS

AUDIENCE PRESENT (continued):
Stacey Pine, Colton/Loma Linda Fire

Crystal Wright, MCFD

Bruce Barton, MCFD

Brad Van Ert, Riverside EMS

Samantha Verga, Downey Fire Department/CAL Chiefs EMS

Kristine Cone, APCC/LBMMC

Ellen Chavez, APCC/LBMMC

David Patton, CPPD
Megan Corry, City College of SF Paramedic Program

Gail Porto, Cal Fire Chiefs

Mary Magorsy, SF EMNS

Kevin Mackey, EMDAC

Pam Martinez, Cal NEP Ontario Fire

Stephanie Rasmussen, Ranch Cucamonga Fire

Sandy Carneo, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Stacey Price, Colton Fire

Nancy Daniel, Moraga Orinda Fire

Mary Blanti, California EMS Academy

Mark Brown, West Med College

Kevin White, CPF

Perry Schimke, EMSTI

Patrick McGee, Mendocino College

Art Hsieh, CRPA/SFPA

Jenna Frost, California Ambulance Association

Marilyn Anderson, Vista Fire Department

David Shatz, UC Davis

Sandy Carnes, Rancho Cucamonga Fire

Barbara Pletz, San Mateo EMS
John Brown, SF EMS Agency

Michael Osur, Riverside County EMS
Debra G. Murphy, Escondido Fire Department

David Magnino, CHP Air Operations

Richard Watson

Bill Brown, Executive Director, National Registry

1.
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Bruce Lee called the meeting to order; a quorum was present.
2.
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 24, 2008 MINUTES
Chairperson Lee motioned to approve the September 24, 2008 minutes.  Action:  Moved (Kuhn).  Seconded (Powers).  Motion passed.
3.
RECOGNITION OF PAST COMMISSIONER AND CHAIRPERSON MEGAN CORRY
Dr. Steve Tharratt welcomed everyone to the meeting and mentioned that he was looking forward to the meeting especially because of the awards presentation.  The first order of business was a plaque which was presented to former Chairperson Megan Corry by Dr. Tharratt who read the inscription, presented the plaque to Ms. Corry and then congratulated her on a job well done.  Ms. Corry accepted the plaque and asked the Commission to remember to involve EMTs and paramedics that work in the field on policy that affects the care they provide.
4.
EMS AWARDS PRESENTATION
The inaugural awards program had finally come to fruition.  The awards that were handed out represented the 2007 year.  Going forward, the goal is to present the awards during EMS week.  Therefore in 2009, the awards given out would acknowledge recipients of the year 2008. [A complete listing of the 2007 EMS Award Recipients can be found on the EMSA website www.emsa.ca.gov.  Under current topics click on the EMS Awards Program and scroll down to Past Recipients.
5.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Dr. Tharratt stated that he had nothing more specific to add regarding the budget situation that had not previously been mentioned in the newspapers.  He also added that the Authority had no clear direction in terms of specifics.  Additionally, he stated that in January 2009, a poison control summit meeting would take place in order to brainstorm ideas on how to obtain a stable funding stream for that program.  
He applauded the very successful outcome of the Golden Guardian exercises that had recently taken place in Riverside, California.   He mentioned that the LEMSA visits were going well and that 95% of the site visits had been completed.  He also stated that he was “incredibly impressed” with the way EMS systems have evolved to meet the needs of their community.  Dr. Tharratt displayed the prototype of the EMS license plate and it was passed around so that the Commissioners could obtain a better look at it.  
Dr. Tharratt acknowledged Bill Brown (National Registry) who was in the audience and who would be presenting a brief overview of the registry process.  Lastly, Dr. Tharratt extended his thanks to Sean Trask (Unit Manager of the EMS Personnel Standards Unit) for the hard work he did on the production of the APA manuals.

There was discussion regarding making certain that the Commission is aware of developments and or news that relates to program reductions in order to keep legislative partners and Commission staff in the loop.  Commissioner Helen Najar suggested that it might be 

helpful if talking points could be provided (prior to meetings and roundtable discussions).  Dr. Tharratt concurred.
6.
CONSENT CALENDAR
Chairperson Lee stated that this could be approved with a single motion without further discussion since the Legislative Report was the only item.  Action:  Moved (Gilbert), seconded (Kuhn).
7.
NOMINATION OF OFFICERS FOR MARCH 2009-MARCH 2010
Chairperson Lee stated that nominations would occur first and then he would entertain a single motion to approve nominations at the end of the process.  Nominations are as follows:

Administrative Committee

Commissioner Najar re-nominated Sheldon Gilbert 
Commissioner Lew Stone nominated Dr. Ramon Johnson
Vice-Chair

Commissioner Najar nominated Colleen Kuhn.  There were no other nominations for this vacancy.
Commission Chair
Commissioner Kuhn nominated Chairperson Bruce Lee. There were no other nominations for this vacancy.

Chairperson Lee motioned to close the nominations.  Action:  Moved (Lee), seconded (Powers).   Chairperson Lee motioned to move the nominations forward and present at the March Commission meeting.  Commissioner Johnson motioned to move the slate.  Action:  Moved (Johnson), seconded (Herfindahl).
8.
APPROVAL OF 2010 MEETING DATES
Calendar Year 2009:  

March 25 in Los Angeles, June 24 in Sacramento, September 23 in San Diego and December 2 in San Francisco.

Calendar Year 2010:

March 24 in Los Angeles, June 23 in Sacramento, September 22 in San Diego, and December 1 in San Francisco.  Commissioner Kuhn motioned to accept the proposed dates.  Action: Moved (Kuhn), seconded (Lee). Aye votes approved the proposed meeting dates.
9.
EMS LICENSE PLATE AND RECOGNITION PROGRAM UPDATE
Sean Trask, Unit Manager, EMS Personnel Standards Unit, stated that the application was ready to put on the website. He also stated that once the paper copies were received, they would be sent to providers, training programs, LEMSAs, hospitals, and other pertinent recipients.  He added that the DMV and the CHP have approved the application. Sean stated 

EMS LICENSE PLATE AND RECOGNITION PROGRAM UPDATE (continued)

that 7500 applications had to be received before the December 8, 2009 deadline in order for the program to be fully realized.  There was a short discussion about making certain the distribution of the applications would be far reaching and that it would include as many advertising possibilities as possible – considering budget restrictions.  
Chairperson Lee queried the audience regarding comments or questions and there were none.
10.
EMS SYSTEMS
Bonnie Sinz, Division Chief, EMS Systems Division gave a brief overview of the following:
Statewide Trauma System
The five regions that were developed out of the trauma summit and the work of the Trauma Advisory Committee are progressing quite well.  More detailed information about these regions can be found on the EMSA website:  www.emsa.ca.gov.  Ms. Sinz also added that planning stages for a second trauma summit was in the works.  It is scheduled for June 26, 2009 in San Diego or in the Fresno area.  
Commissioner Mackersie offered kudos to both Bonnie and her colleague Johnathan Jones.  Dr. Tharratt interjected that the June 26 date might not work since the Commission meeting which will be in Sacramento takes place June 24.
EMS for Children 
Ms. Sinz commented on the excellent success of the 11th annual conference which had just concluded.  She stated that several documents – which the Commissioners had copies of – were up for public comment and would quite possibly result in revisions and a second public comment period.  Commissioner Mackersie commented that the Committee should review the Guidelines for the Facility, Pediatric Trauma, and Critical Care document as soon as possible since it involves the trauma patient; Ms. Sinz concurred.
Air Transport Task Force

Ms. Sinz continued by stating that this group is quite busy. Group 1 is concentrating on the operational issues of air transport and Group 2 is concentrating on medical issues.  She also stated that she was confident that the March 2009 deadline would be met.
California Poison Control System 

A $1 million cut from local assistance occurred during FY ’07-’08.  Ms. Sinz added that a poison control summit which would include public and private partners is in the works and would take place January 15, 2009 at the Sheraton Grand.  The hopeful outcome would be that viable ideas for future and stable funding would result from the scheduled brainstorming sessions.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)

Commissioner Najar commented that there was millions of dollars available from Proposition 10
that was sitting idle.  Dr. Tharratt added that the challenge was that the funds were at the local

level.  There was discussion regarding this issue with Dr. Tharratt stating that he was having conversations with poison control not just about their mission but their staffing patterns as well.

Chairperson Lee asked the audience for comments; there were none.  However, Michael Frenn, President of EMSAAC, had a question regarding Air Medical Transport and if Bonnie Sinz could clarify whether the recommendations would go out for public comment or if they will be addressed at the June 2009 Commission meeting.  There was discussion with Dr. Tharratt interjecting that a firm deadline had not been set.  He also added that 2009 Commission meetings would include many sets of EMT 2010 Program regulations, and that the goal is not to overwhelm the Commission.  Nevertheless, the priority should be to get a document together that represents all of the various subcommittees.

Stroke/STEMI System Update  
Ms. Sinz provided an update to Dr. Lily Chaput’s visit (a couple of meetings ago).  Systems are being developed at the local level and the state is working with the Department of Health in developing guideline documents. Ms. Sinz also mentioned that she had been in very productive meetings with Dr. Chaput and her staff, who seemed to be very open to comments that were given to them.  The documents are being reviewed/revised and will be ready for the committee’s perusal very shortly.
There was some discussion between Ms. Sinz and Chairperson Lee regarding his query about DPH’s sharing of grant funds they have received over the years.  
11.
EMS PERSONNEL
Trial Studies
Nancy Steiner, Program Manager, Paramedic Program Unit, gave her report and stated that Dr. Tharratt had approved the King Airway and the ResQPOD impedance threshold device trial study on October 20, 2008.  Ms. Steiner reported that the use of Zofran by paramedics was also approved on October 20, 2008.  Dr. Tharratt interjected that he thought the drug was very effective, and is now available as a generic which makes it very cost effective.
Paramedic Regulations Revision Update
The proposed new regulation fee, which will take effect July 1, 2010 will be $195 (up from $125, which was established in 1994). The fee would adjust annually, either up or down, according to the cost of the program.  Before the fee can be amended, a rule-making process takes place that includes public input and comment.  There was discussion between Dr. Tharratt and Commissioner Johnson regarding the timeline of the new fee. Dr. Johnson wondered why the fee could not be in place by July 2009.  
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)
Commissioner Matt Powers had a question regarding online paramedic license verification, and there was a brief discussion between him and Ms. Steiner regarding this. Chairperson Lee voiced his concerns about the EMT certification fee.

EMT 2010 Project Update

Sean Trask reported on this section and stated that due to the Governor signing AB 2917, the very large EMT 2010 Project came to fruition.  He reported on the Expert Writing Group that have been working on the project weekly since August 3, 2008 as well as the progress of the project.  Mr. Trask added that the goal is to have the draft regulations completed in early January 2009 and then put them out for pre-public comment.  A working group of EMS stakeholders would be convened to address the comments that come in.  Additionally, Mr. Trask added that the consideration of a new software system is a probability and that all certifying entities will have to use the Central Registry.
There was discussion regarding fiscal impact, the LEMSA ALJ reimbursement fund, Live Scan fees, and DOJ fees.  Dr. Tharratt offered his kudos to Mr. Trask, Ms. Steiner, and other EMSA staff who have been working on this project.  
Dr. Tharratt and Mr. Trask answered questions asked by Commissioner Gilbert that provided clarification to Gilbert’s queries regarding specifics of how certain fees would be spent.
Commissioner Najar commented on Mr. Trask’s earlier report regarding “cert agency providers.” She added that she liked the idea that “we were tracking the certification not the person.”   She also offered kudos to the expert writing group and its efforts.  Chairperson Lee offered high praises by calling the Authority’s efforts a “stellar example of leadership.”  However, he stated that he was very concerned about the fee’s cost.  Commissioner Najar suggested stronger education and public relations might be an effective way to relay the message regarding higher fees.

Michael Frenn expressed his concerns and commented about the proposed fee structure to which Mr. Trask and Dr. Tharratt provided detailed responses.  Ms. Steiner introduced Bill Brown, the Executive Director for the National Registry who stated that he had met with LEMSA directors the day prior to the Commission meeting.  They discussed various topics which included:  computer-based testing, the National EMS Scope of Practice Model, new EMS education standards, felony convictions, as well as challenges that would surface for EMT I and/or basic instructors.  Mr. Brown also mentioned that 125,000 people a year are certified through his organization.  He added that the National Registry project would be completed in about 20 days (from December 3, 2008), coupled with beginning pilot testing recertification online.
There was discussion between Commissioner Johnson and Mr. Brown when Dr. Johnson needed clarification on assessment-based and diagnostic-based educational programs.
EMS SYSTEMS (continued)
Automated External Defibrillation Regulations
Sean Trask delivered this section of the report.  He stated that there were challenges with OAL (Office of Administrative Law) regarding some changes that were made in the last public comment period.  Per the advice of OAL, the rule making file was withdrawn, another public comment period took place and the rule making file was resubmitted.  The document before the Commission included a summary of the amendments, the final comments table and responses from EMSA.  Action:  Moved (Johnson), seconded (Herfindahl).  Motion approved.
Physician Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment Update (POLST)
Sean Trask continued his report by stating that the form before the Commissioners was the most recent.  He also added that the November 2008 date was removed from the bottom of the form (at the behest of the California Coalition for Compassionate Care) in order to prevent any confusion of the date when EMS Authority approved the form (which was located in the upper left corner).   Mr. Trask added that the DNR (do not resuscitate) guidelines have not been completed; however, when they are, they would go out for public comment and will hopefully be approved at the March 2009 Commission meeting.
Commissioner Najar asked if the form in question replaces the DNR form that was currently in use by hospitals. There was discussion between Ms. Najar, Mr. Trask, Dr. Tharratt and Commissioner Mahal, regarding that question, as well as who actually owns the form, who is the CCC, the copyright on the form, and the public’s perception of the form.  Dr. Tharratt added that the form is freely reproducible and that it would be available on EMSA’s website.
Chairperson Lee opened the floor up for comments on the POLST project as well as on AED Regulations, which he inadvertently skipped over.  Larry Grihalva, (California State Firefighters’ Association) asked if there would be a public comment period on the form itself or just the guidelines, to which  Dr. Tharratt replied that it would be on the guidelines.  Mr. Grihalva also stated that there were definite flaws on the form from a pre-hospital standpoint.
Enforcement
Charles Teddington, Unit Manager, Enforcement Unit, presented the report and stated that its contents reflect January 2008 through October 2008. Additionally, he also stated that his unit was fully staffed (10).  Also, Mr. Teddington stated that more than 50% of their case load was completed within 180 days.  He added that his goal was to complete their investigations within 90 – 180 days.  Mr. Teddington also provided statistical data that reflected the department’s activities from 2000 – 2008.  
The Enforcement team received congratulations from several Commissioners as well as from Dr. Eric Rudnick (Nor-Cal EMS) on the outstanding job that the department has done.
12.
LEGAL
Steve McGee, Staff Counsel, presented a detailed report.  He stated that his office has 7 outstanding cases (compared to 33 in December 2007).  Mr. McGee also stated that the cases are moving along at the hearing level much faster, i.e., instead of waiting one or two years the wait time is now usually 60 to 90 days.

13.
DISASTER MEDICAL SERVICES
California Disaster Medical Operations Manual (CD-MOM)
Jeff Rubin, Division Chief, presented a detailed report, which also included information about the California Disaster Medical Response Plan, which outlines the specifics of how the system would work when an area is hit by a disaster.  Mr. Rubin concluded his report by stating that the CD-MOM is built on the FIRESCOPE system – the mainstay for governing and leading the way for local management of disaster and responding to multi-casualty events.
Nancy LaPolla, Chairperson of the EMS Administrators Association of California Disaster Committee, presented her detailed report and elaborated on Mr. Rubin’s last statement.  She stated that it took about 18 months to 2 years to work with the LEMSAs to establish their needs and reach a consensus.
Individuals from the audience who took the podium with questions were:  Mary Magocsy, San Francisco EMS Agency; she asked for details regarding implementation of the patient distribution center concept.  Michael Frenn stated that EMSAAC fully supports the CD-MOM.  Action:  Moved (Herfindahl), seconded (Mackersie).    After more discussion and clarification on key points, Commissioner Johnson moved to vote.  Action:  Moved (Johnson), seconded (from previous call – see above).  Motion passed.  After the vote, Mr. Rubin thanked Juan Perez of his staff as well as Mike Petrie, Nancy LaPolla and “the EMSAAC folks” for all of their hard work on the document.  He then gave a brief update of the Golden Guardian exercise which was a success and very well attended.
Lisa Schoenthal, Deputy Chief, Disaster Medical Services Division, gave a brief report on the March Air Reserve/EMSA Field Training event. She stated that all event objectives were met. She also reported that over 600 people participated in the field event, which included over 1000 military participants, 200 civilians, 78 volunteer patients and 250 visitors.
14.
FISCAL AND ADMINISTRATION
Rick Trussell, Division Manager, Budget Officer, was unable to attend the meeting so Dan Smiley, Chief Deputy Director, gave a brief report in his stead.  
15.  
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
Commissioner Powers stated that he would like an update on the fire line EMT and paramedic.
16.
PUBLIC COMMENT

17.
ADJOURNMENT

Dr. Tharratt adjourned the meeting at 1:08 p.m.

