 Paramedic Program Unit and Enforcement Unit
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EMS PERSONNEL DIVISION    
	activity
	Primary Contact
	

	EMT-P Testing and Licensing
	Nancy Steiner
Extension 429
	Licensed /re-licensed an estimated 1,943 paramedic applications October 2008 through December 2008.  Ten National Registry practical exams were held October 2008 through December 2008.

	EMT-P Regulations
	Nancy Steiner

Extension 429
	Proposed changes to the Paramedic Regulations to annually review and establish the paramedic licensure fee to support the paramedic licensure, licensure renewal, and enforcement programs is currently out for a 60-day informal public review and comment period.  Comments are due by March 27, 2009. 

	EMT-P Accreditation
	Nancy Steiner
	Ongoing review.  

	EMT-P Local Optional Scope of Practice
	Nancy Steiner
	On March 2, 2009, EMSA approved Marin County’s request to add the use of the ResQPOD impedance threshold device to the paramedic local optional scope of practice for use on intubated patients 8 yrs. old or older, who are in cardiac arrest.  On March 4, 2009, EMSA approved Imperial County’s request to add the administration of ondansetron hydrochloride to the paramedic local optional scope of practice. 

	Trial Studies
	Nancy Steiner
	On December 30, 2008, EMSA approved El Dorado County’s request for a trial study on the administration of ondansetron hydrochloride by paramedics to treat severe nausea and vomiting in the prehospital and interfacility transport environments. 

	Paramedic Training Programs
	Nancy Steiner
	The approved Paramedic Training Program list now includes the status of each program’s accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs as recommended by the Committee on Accreditation of Educational Programs for the Emergency Medical Services Professions.  The list is available on EMSA’s website www.emsa.ca.gov.

	ACTIVITY
	PRIMARY CONTACT
	STATUS/COMMENT

	Investigations and Probation
	Charles Teddington

Extension 450

Karen Chambers

Extension 430
	Since November 7, 2008, the Enforcement Unit opened 103 investigative cases and resolved 120 investigative cases.  Seventy-seven (77) of the 103 opened cases received are from criminal complaints.  Fourteen (14) of the 103 opened cases received are from Quality of Care incidents, and twelve (12) of the 103 opened cases received are administrative violations (i.e., Fraud/Violation of Health & Safety/Reg/CE/Exp Lic). One-third of the 103 opened investigative cases are single DUI complaints.  Three (3) cases have been referred to the DA’s office for criminal prosecution.  Twenty-six (26) completed investigation cases have been referred to the EMSA Legal department for possible action.  The Enforcement Unit has issued 4 Temporary Suspension Orders (TSO).  Two (2) of the TSO’s were sexual cases.  The other two (2) were drug/diversion related cases.  There are 20 outstanding investigations for the 2007 calendar year.  They have all been assigned to our 3 Retired Annuitant Senior Investigators. 

	Legal Office
	Steven McGee
Extension 449


	From November 7, 2008 to March 5, 2009, the Authority issued 11 new accusations against existing paramedic licenses, issued 5 temporary suspension orders, and issued 2 petitions to terminate probation.  There are currently 8 investigation cases in the legal office for review. 


