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Reactive Skin Decontamination Lotion (RSDL) (April 2013)



	Item:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Use of Reactive Skin Decontamination Lotion is a topical adjunct intended to remove or neutralize chemical warfare agents (including Sarin, Soman, Tabun, Mustard, and VX) and T-2 toxin from the skin.

	Classification: 
•	Advanced Life Support procedure
•	Not specified in Basic Scope of Practice
•	May be approved as Local Optional Skill
•	RSDL is not available for sale to civilians and must be acquired through the Federal Government


	Use and Level: 
•	Not authorized for EMT or AEMT
•	Authorized for Paramedic only if approved as a Local Optional Skill

	Authority: 
•	Section 100146(c)(2)(A) of the Paramedic Regulations, Chapter 4, Division 9, Title 22, California Code of Regulations allows a Paramedic to perform or monitor procedures that are not named as part of Basic Scope of Practice. A Local Optional Skill must be deemed appropriate for paramedic use by the medical director of the local EMS Authority and has been approved by the Director of the Emergency Medical Services Authority. A paramedic must be trained and tested to demonstrate competence in performing the additional procedure.

	Training:
Training in the use of RSDL shall consist of not less than one (1) hour to result in the Paramedic being competent in the use of the device. Included in the training shall be the following topics and skills:
· Review of types of CWAs and other toxins and which ones RSDL will be effective for decontamination;
· Review of signs, symptoms and treatment for exposure to CWAs and other toxins;
· Review of proper PPE and precautions for first responders;
· Review standard policies and procedures MCIs and for gross decontamination; and
· Instruction in proper use and disposal of RSDL.
At the completion of initial training, a student shall complete a competency-based written and skills examination for exposure to CWAs and other toxins and the proper use and disposal of RSDL.

	Equipment:
•	RSDL packets and wash stations

	Medical Direction:
Used in accordance with a protocol written and approved by the local EMS agency medical director (HS 1797.220).

	Considerations and Recommendations: 
•	RSDL is NOT for prophylactic use 
•	Do NOT use RSDL for whole body decontamination
•	RSDL should NOT be used for wound decontamination because its effects on wounds and effects resulting from its absorption through the wound have not been studied
•	RSDL should NOT be used on open wounds as studies indicate that doing so impairs wound healing 
•	Avoid extended contact with the skin
•	One of the ingredients (DAM) is absorbed through the skin. RSDL has NOT been tested in humans using amounts required for decontamination and has been shown to cause serious systemic toxicity up to and including a transient comatose state (unconsciousness)
•	Not a substitute for proper protective breathing devices and garments



