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The specific code section for the school bus driver training is the following: 

 
VEHICLE CODE - VEH 

DIVISION 6. DRIVERS' LICENSES [12500 - 15325] 
  ( Heading of Division 6 amended by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1615. ) 

   
CHAPTER 1. Issuance of Licenses, Expiration,and Renewal [12500 - 13008] 
  ( Chapter 1 enacted by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3. ) 

   
ARTICLE 1. Persons Required to Be Licensed, Exemptions, and Age Limits [12500 - 12527] 
  ( Article 1 enacted by Stats. 1959, Ch. 3. ) 
  
12522. 
 (a) Every person who operates a schoolbus or youth bus in the transportation of school pupils shall, 
in addition to any other requirement for a schoolbus or youth bus driver’s certificate, qualify by an 
examination on first aid practices deemed necessary for schoolbus operators or youth bus operators. 
Standards for examination shall be determined by the Emergency Medical Services Authority after 
consultation with the State Department of Education, the Department of Motor Vehicles, and the 
Department of the California Highway Patrol. The local school authority employing the applicant shall 
provide a course of instruction concerning necessary first aid practices. 
(b) The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall conduct the first aid examination as part of 
the examination of applicants for a schoolbus or youth bus driver’s certificate and shall certify to the 
Department of Motor Vehicles that the applicant has satisfactorily demonstrated his or her 
qualifications in first aid practices, knowledge of schoolbus or youth bus laws and regulations, and 
ability to operate a schoolbus or youth bus. The first aid certifications shall be valid for the term of the 
schoolbus or youth bus driver’s certificate. 
(c) The first aid examination may be waived if the applicant possesses either of the following 
minimum qualifications: 
(1) A current first aid certificate issued by the American Red Cross or by an organization whose first 
aid training program is at least equivalent to the American Red Cross first aid training program, as 
determined by the Emergency Medical Services Authority. The Emergency Medical Services 
Authority may charge a fee, sufficient to cover its administrative costs of approval, to an organization 
that applies to have its first aid training program approved for purposes of this paragraph. 
(2) A current license as a physician and surgeon, osteopathic physician and surgeon, or registered 
nurse, or a current certificate as a physician’s assistant or emergency medical technician. The first aid 
certificate or license shall be maintained throughout the term of the schoolbus or youth bus driver’s 
certificate and shall be presented upon demand of any traffic officer. The schoolbus or youth bus 
driver’s certificate shall not be valid during any time that the driver fails to maintain and possess that 
license or certificate after the first aid examination has been waived. 
(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 226, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 1994.) 
 
For additional information this is the link to the Legislative page for all the state’s codes: 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=VEH&division=6
.&title=&part=&chapter=&article= 
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