APPENDIX - A

Following is the text from a letter from the State Department of Health Services to Health Care Facilities regarding preparedness for evacuation for the winter of 1997/98.


October 22, 1997

TO:

ALL HEALTH CARE FACILITIES



HOME HEALTH AGENCIES

SUBJECT:
SEVERE FALL AND WINTER STORMS

Experts are predicting severe fall and winter storms throughout the State of California this year due to El Niño and other weather conditions.  You are requested to inspect your physical plant, especially the roof and drainage systems and, if necessary, make immediate repairs in order to minimize the potential iimpact on your residents and staff.  If you are required to maintain an emergency power source, it must be fully tested and functional in order to insure availability in the event of a power outage.

Internal and external disaster plans should also be reviewed and revised as necessary.  All external disaster plans must have been developed with assistance and advice of your local emergency management agency and may not conflict with county or community disaster plans (See attachment).  It is also important to coordinate your plans with local Emergency Medical Services (EMS) and local health department, to ensure an effective response to an emergency .  In addition, all staff must be trained and knowledgeable about your internal and external disaster plans and procedures.

Should you be required to evacuate, please ensure the following steps are taken:

●
Evacuate residents, patients, and clients to other health facilities rather than general population centers.  We highly recommend that you verify evacuation arrangements now with potential receiving facilities.

●
In the event of facility evacuation, please notify your local emergency authority as well as the Department of Health Services (DHS), Licensing and Certification (L&C).  The local emergency authority may be contacted through the county emergency telephone number.  During normal business hours, please contact your local Department of Health Services, Licensing and Certification District Office.  Outside normal business hours, or if the local DHS, L&C office in non-operational, please page the DHS, L&C duty officer at (916) 762-7333.  If all other attempts fail, please telephone the Office of Emergency Services Warning Center at (916) 262-1621 and ask that the DHS duty officer be notified.

●
If you are unable to evacuate to another health facility, and are forced to evacuate to an emergency shelter, call your local emergency management agency to determine which facility is most able to accommodate the special needs of your residents, patients, or clients.

●
Regardless of the evacuation site, make sure that medications, medical care and personal information and/or other special diet information, and any supplies necessary for continuing care accompany the resident, patient, or client.  Once you leave the facility, you may not bee able to return for anything until after the emergency has passed.

All storm related occurrences which threaten the welfare, safety, or health of patients, must be reported to your local Department of Health Services, Licensing and Certification duty officer, at pager number (916) 762-7333.

Thank you for your cooperation.  If you have any questions, please contact your local Department of Health Services, Licensing and Certification District Office.







Sincerely,







[Original signature on file]







Brenda G. Klutz







Deputy Director

cc:
District Administrators


District Managers


Local Emergency Management Agencies


County Health Officers


Shelter Medical Group


Dave Abbott, Chief


Department of Health Services


Emergency Preparedness Office


P.O. Box 942732 MS 396


Sacramento, CA 95814
